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Explosion hits 
Grepalife building 
in Makati; no one hurt 


GMA rebuts accusations 
she won't tolerate dissent 


By Christine O. Avendaño 

and Dona Pazzibugan 

DECLARING SHE WAS NO DICTATOR, PRESIDENT 

Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday sought to rebut alega- 

tons that her administration does not tolerate dissent 

andis behind the spate of murders of militant leaders. 
Ms Arroyo said she had directed the military 

and police to stop the killings blamed on her gov- 

ernment. And her defense chief ordered security 
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“You can do much more 
than you can with a gun’ 


JOLO, SULU—AMERICAN TROOPS USED TO. 
evoke fear in Mara Harun, a Muslim mother of three, 
but she may yet become one of their most ardent sup- 
porters on this hostie istand after they helped her re- 
gain what she had lost years ago—her eyesight. 

Onlj minutes after an American medical relief 
team ata crumbling Jolo hospital removed the 
cataracts that had kept Harun in the dark for sev- 
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en years, the 60-year-old woman was bubbling 
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Death penalty is dead 


Solons cross party lines to OK GMA-backed bill repealing capital punishment 


Bunye irked, 
says bye to 
‘Hello Garci’ 


By бй С. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


EXACTLY A YEAR AFTER HIS “1 
have two CDs" announcement, 
Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye 
was riled by reporters’ contin- 
чей questions on the “Hello Gar- 
ci” scandal that shook Mala- 
cafiang and provoked the worst 
political crisis in President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's administra- 
tion. 

"We are not talking about that 
anymore," Bunye said yesterday 
ata briefing when the issue in- 
volving Ms Arroyo's wiretapped 
conversations with then Election 
Commissioner Virgilio Garcillano 
was raised. 

“As far as we're concerned, it's 
a dead issue. And since this is re- 
lated to the impeachment, we 
know that the people are tired of 
too much politics ... that the peo- 
ple would rather move forward,” 
he said. 

Bunye was visibly angered 
when reporters pressed him for 
more comments on the contro- 
versy alleging fraud in the 2004 
presidential election. 

Asked if he was sticking to his 


conference 


more. 


STATE OF RP EDUCATION 


claims made at last year's press 


supposed authentic and fake 
CDS of the wiretapped conversa- 
tions, he sai 
this is not being discussed any- 


“We have already said what we 
are supposed to say about this is- 
sue. We testified before Congress, 


and that'sit.” 
where he showed the 
Minority Leader 


his is finished, 


independent 
election fraud.” 


Private sector brightest spot 
in bleak school system 


By Volt Contreras 
(Last ofa series) 


POLITICIANS AND BUREAUCRATS COME 
and go with speeches and sound bites on ev- 
erything thats wrong with the Philippine 
‘education system but businessmen are prov- 
ing to be the reformists 

Private sector assis- 
tance, now worth billions 
of pesos each year, is one 
of the rare bright spots in 
the ailing public school 
system. 

What individual projects may lack in 
scale, corporate donors make up for in terms 
of stracegic targeting, reliable funding, tech- 
nology and, more importantly, continuity, or 
the assurance that new books, computers 
and classrooms are forthcoming no matter 
who won in the last elections. 


af Chief PDI 


ӯ Fernando del Mundo 


A company or conglomerate usually picks 
aniche, a specific need on which to concen- 
trate its philanthropy. It's not charity but "so- 
cial investments." 

As executives today put it: Today's bright 
pupil is tomorrow' smart worker, manager 
or entrepreneu 

‘The Federation of Fil- 
ipino-Chinese Chambers 
of Commerce and Indus- 
try Inc. (РРСССИ), for in- 
stance, has not only be- 
come the biggest and 
longest-running private 
donor of classrooms, with 3,200 two-room 
schoothouses huilt since 1960. 

For the second year in a row, the federation 
is going for wider yet quicker impact this 
school opening season by “seeing to it” that 
the cheapest notebooks in Divisoria could be 
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At the House, Senior Deputy 
Alan Peter 

Cayetano wondered in a privilege 
speech why, a year after the wire- 
tapping scandal and two years af- 
ter the 2004 presidential polls, 
there had been “по credible, fair, 
investigation оп 


“Everyone knows that there 
was cheating, everyone accepts 
that there was cheating, everyone 
agrees that we should investigate 
it. But not a single department or 
agency or government entity has 
investigated election fraud," 

Cayetano said. 
“The closest we have come is 
BUNYE/AG 


Deadlock brings 
gov't closer to 
recycled budget 


By TJ Burgonio, 
Gil C. Cabacungan Jr. 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


THE GOVERNMENT INCHED CLOSER TO 
having a reenacted budget for the rest of the 
year after Congress’ second bicameral con- 
ference on the proposed national budget of 
P1.053 trillion for 2006 ended in a deadlock 
Monday night. 

ithout any breakthrough before 
Congress adjourns on Friday, che prospect of 
reenacting the P907.56-billion budget for 
2005 is “strong,” administration Sen. Joker 
Arroyo said yesterday. 

“That means the President will be operat- 
ing on the budget of last year, as in fact she 
has been operating already for the first half 
of 2006,” he said at a briefing. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo herself said 
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;Pinoy scholars in Japan reverse brain drain 


By Doris C. Dumlao 
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SCHOLARS HAVE FUN ол a night out in Roppongi, Tokyo. Among the doctoral and masteral students are, 


from right, Gregoria Evangelio, Charmelle Recoter, Jane Romero, Marikina Mayor Marides Fernando (in town 


fora conference), Michelle Parumog and Daniele Guilen. Leftmost is Aliko Kishiue who speaks Filipino. 


CUTTER 


TOKYO—MORE AND MORE FILIPINOS ARE 
being drawn to universities in Asia’s wealthiest 
country, but unlike those who pursue higher 
studies elsewhere, they tend to be more eager 
to return home and contribute to the brain 
gain. 

Each year, 95 to 100 Filipino scholars are cho- 
sen by the Japanese government for research, 
graduate and postgraduate programs. Mostly in 


2 their 20s and 30s, they are provided more gener- 


‘ous scholarship grants with less stringent condi- 
tions. 

Those who intend to pursue MAS or Ph Ds 
usually apply fora research grant first, and easily 
get more funding if accepted by the universities 
for further studies. 

Japan now produces more Filipino postgradu- 

PINOYIAS 


ADVARE 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana, 
Philip Tubeza 
and Michael Lim Ubac 


IN A MOVE THAT WOULD BEN- 
efit about 1,000 people on death 
row, the Senate and the House 
of Representatives yesterday 
crossed party lines to approve 
the abolition of the death penal- 
ty, weeks before President 
Macapagal-Arroyo's visit to the 
Vatican for an audience with 
Pope Benedict XVI. 


Saying that capital punishment was cruel, 
antipoor and had failed to deter heinous crimes, 
the Senate approved on third and final read- 
ing—by a 16-0 vote with one abstention—Sen- 
ate Bill No. 2254 scrapping the death penalty. 

‘Also crossing party lines, members of the 
House passed their own version by a similarly 
crushing vote, 119 for abolition, 20 against and 
one abstention. 

The two chambers are expected to hammer 
ош a common version which Ms Arroyo, who 
has publicly said she favors the abolition of cap- 
ital punishment, is expected to sign into law. 

The twin congressional action would re- 
peal Republic Act No. 7659 or the Death 
Penalty Law, which Congress reimposed in 
1993. 1t would also scrap Republic Act No. 
8177, which prescribes death by lethal injec- 
tion for those convicted of heinous crimes. 

Instead of death, the penalty is downgrad- 
ed to reclusion perpetua or life imprisonment 
without parole, under the Senate version. 


DEATH) AIT 


НЕП ООО: A year 
later, June 6, 2006, 
the Gloria-Garci tape. 
is still the main issue, 
say militant groups 
like Akbayan who 
stage a rally at 
Welcome Rotonda to 
make sure that the. 
nation remembers. 


CLOSE THE 
MANILA Z00 


LET THEM BE, SET THEM FREE: Animal rights advocates in the 
People for the Ethical Treatment of Animals hold a rally in front of. 
the Manila Zoo on Tuesday urging Из closure and making the 
Philippines the first zoo-free country in Asia. 


They committed no crimes, 
so why are they behind bars? 


By Tina б. Santos 


THEYVE COMMITTED NO CRIME SO WHY 
keep them behind bars? 

‘Twelve members of the animal rights advo- 
cate People for the Ethical Treatment of Ani- 
mals (Peta), wearing tiger masks and prison 
uniforms, yesterday staged a protest rally call- 
ing for the closure of all zoos in the country. 
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WEATHER FORECAST 

FORECAST: Mindanao wi experience mostly cloudy skies wih scat- 
ure rainshowers and thunderstorms. The rest of the country wil 
“have party cludy to at times cloudy sidos wih isolated ranshowers 
exthanesces mosty i the atarnoonor evening. олд 
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House OKs bill paying Marcos victims 


By Philip C. Tubeza 


THE HOUSE OF REPRESENTATIVES PASSED ON 
second reading yesterday a bill allocating P8 bil- 
lion in ill-gotten wealth recovered from the Mar- 
coses as compensation for victims of human rights 
abuses under the martial law regime of deposed 
dictator Ferdinand Marcos, and one of its propo- 
nents described it significant in light of the current 


wave of suspected extrajudicial executions. 


House Bill No. 3315 was ex- 
pected to clear third reading late 
last night or tonight, 

“This is very significant. It 
makes the state realize that it 
is responsible and accountable 
with respect to human rights 

said Akbayan par- 
ty-list Rep. Loretta Ann Ros- 


ales. 

“In a situation such as now, 
when there are so many extra- 
judicial killings, and you have 
torture reported, like the Erap 
5, and the desaparecidos, this is 
very, very important,” she 
added. 

The bill is expected to benefit 


9,539 documented human rights 
victims of martial law. 

Rosales said that Sen. Joker Ar- 
Toyo had assured her that the 
Senate was ready to pass its own 
version once the House bill was 
approved. 

"les as good as passed," Ros- 
ales said. “It would be easy to ap- 
prove it on third reading because 
this is certified as urgent. 1 be- 
lieved (Majority Leader Pros- 
pero) Nograles when he was 
telling me, “Etta, when I say it’s 
going to be passed, its going to be 
passed.’ They all sounded deter- 
mined, even Speaker Jose de 
Venecia." 

Rosales said that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo told her 
that she wanted the bill enact- 
ed into law as early as Novem- 
ber 2004. 


No one will accept FPJ award 


IT APPEARS THAT FOR NOW NO 
one will be going to Malacafiang 
оп Friday to accept the National 
Artist Award for the late movie 
idol Fernando Poe Jr. 

Nestor Jardin, president of the 
Cultural Center ofthe Philippines 
(not Hardin and not the National 
Commission on Culture and the 
Arts as reported earlier) said yes- 
terday that film director Eddie 
Romero, himself a National Artist 
Awardee, had told the NCCA that 
he would not be accepting the 
award on behalf of the Poe fami- 
y 

Romero was earlier designated. 
by Poe's widow, actress Susan Ro- 
сез, to be the family's representa- 
tive at the awarding rites, But it 
seems this was no longer the 
case, j 


“He [Romero] was no longer 
requested by the Poe family to re- 
ceive the award,” Jardin said in a 
phone interview. 

“No representative for the fam- 
ily will be there to accept the 
award," he said. 

Jardin said he was “disappoint- 
ed” by the develdpment, noting 
that when the NCCA snd CCP rec- 
ommended Poe fo? thé award, 
there were “по political consider- 
ations” involved. 

“1 fervently hope [the family] 
will reconsider the decision be- 
cause after all FPJ was selected 
by his peers in the artistic com- 


President — Macapagal-Ar- 
royo is set to confer the award 
on Poe and five other distin- 
guished Filipino artists on-Fri- 
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day in ceremonies in Mala- 
cafiang. 

When Roces was invited by 
officials to accept the posthu- 
mous award for her husband 
on May 25, she informed them. 
that she had requested 
Romero, a close friend of Poe's, 
to accept the award for the 
family. 

Roces has joined opposition 
calls for Ms Arroyo to resign, 
accusing her of stealing the 
2004 election from her hus- 
band. 

Poe ran as the opposition presi- 
dential candidate in the May 
2004 elections but lost to Ms Ar- 
royo by about a million votes. He 
died of a massive stroke in De- 
cember2004. Christine Aven- 
daño 


Cops claim * 


solution near 
in Sanchez 
bombing 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGU- 
ma—Police investigating last 
week's bomb attack on Batangas 
бом. Armando Sanchez said yes- 
terday that they were close to 
solving the botched assassination 
attempt. 

А close associate of Sanchez, 
meanwhile, said he received re- 
ports that the brains of the slay 
try had offered P100 million to 
have the governor killed. 

Senior Supt. Ricardo Padilla, 
head of the special team investi- 
gating the incident, said they 
меге close to uncovering the 
mastermind and the suspects 
who planted the bomb that killed 
two of Sanchez's aides. 

He, however, declined to name 
the suspects and the motive be- 
hind the attack, 

Members of the special investi 
gating team composed of bomb 
experts, crime scene investigators 
and the local police met yester- 
day for the first time in a case 
conference held at the office of 
Padilla in this camp. 

Padilla, who is also the deputy 
regional director for operations 
of the Calabarzon police, said 
they would be holding weekly 
meetings to resolve the case 
quickly. 

Police investigators said yester- 
day the bomb which ripped through 
Sanchezs vehicle had been planted 
under the driver's seat. 

Supt, Ligaya Cabal, chief of the 
Scene of the Grime Operatives 
(Soco) of the Calabarzon police, 
said the bomb, identified as a 
"INT explosive, had been tied to 
the underchassis of Sanchezs 
Hummer H2 SUV, directly under 
the driver's seat. 

"That would explain why most of 
the debris and damage were on the 
left side of the vehicle,” Cabal said. 

A missing 6-inch piece of the 
vehicle's step board served to re- 
inforce their findings. “That part 
should have been there if it was 
not blown away" she said. 

"The bodies, she said, bore no 
piercing from the debris. Both driv- 
er and bodyguard were already 
dead before the second explosion, 
sheadded. — Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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Rosales said that the bill's pro- 
ponents would try to insist in the 
bicameral conference committee 
that the victims get P10 billion in- 
stead of PB billion. 

The bill originally mandated 
that $200 million (around P10.5 
billion) of the $683 million in 
Marcos funds recovered from 
Swiss banks be given to the vic- 
tims. 

However, the House leadership 
insisted that the compensation 
should be set in pesos and the to- 
tal amount fixed at P8 billion. 

“The P8 billion is already a big 
amount but what we will do is try 
to haggle this in the (bicameral 
conference committee) to bring it 
back to P10 billion, because what 
we talked about was $200 mil- 
lion, Joker Arroyo is very strong 
‘on $200 million,” Rosales said. 


‘The proposed law would set up 
а compensation board that would 
determine how much each victim 
should receive, and this would 
depend on the gravity of the 
abuse suffered. 

Rosales said claimants who 
won a $2 billion class suit against 
the Marcoses in Hawaii in 1995 
would be given priority in the 
award of compensation but 
"without prejudice to other vic- 
tims." 

The bill limits “compensable 
victims” to those who suffered 
human rights violations from 
1972 up to 1986 only. 

For victims who died, their 
spouse or “direct descendants 
and ascendants, in that order 
‘would be entitled to receive com- 
pensation. 

The bill states that “any com- 


pensation received under this Act 
shall be without prejudice to the 
receipt of any other sum by the 
victim from the estate of Ferdi- 
nand Marcos or any person, other 
than the Republic, in any case in- 
volving any human rights viola- 
tionas defined by this act.” 

The compensation board 
would be composed of a retired 
Supreme Court justice as chair 
and four members—two repre- 
sentatives from a human rights 
nongovernmental organization, 
the secretary of justice, and the 
chair of the Commission on Hu- 
man Rights. 

The NGO representatives 
should not be beneficiaries. They 
should not be claimants or a 
member of any organization 
claiming compensation,” Rosales 
said. 


THE BODY of Eduardo Тоеп, chief of the operation center of the MIAA, lies outside the departure area " 
ofthe Ninoy Aquino Internationa} Ара in full view of passengers and the curious, 


Airport. official shot de 


n 


by aviation cop at Хайа 


By Nikko Dizon 

AN AIRPORT OFFICIAL WAS AL- 
legedly gunned down by an avia- 
tion police major late Monday 
night at the Ninoy Aquino Inter- 
national Airport (Naia). 

The violent death of Eduardo 
Tiotioen, an airport action officer, 
highlighted the struggle to curb 
unlawful activities at the airport, 
particularly the illegal facilitation 
of passengers arrivals and depar- 
tures. 

“This is painful to me. Ed be- 
lieved in what we are doing. This 
is what you get for doing what's 
right,” Alfonso Cusi, airport chief, 
told the Inquire, 

A crestfallen Cusi sat in a cor- 
ner at the Майа 1 departure curb- 
side, away from the crowd and in- 
vestigators that had gathered 
around his friend who lay lifeless 
on the ground. 

Tiotioen, who was in his mid- 
40s, was shot at close range at 
around 11:40 p.m. in front of hor- 
rified security guards, airport em- 
ployees and а handful of late 
night flight passengers. 

Cusi acknowledged that Tio- 


Чоеп was a trusted staffer he had. 

brought along from the Philip- 
pine Ports Authority (PPA) fol 
lowing his appointment by Presi- 
dent Macapagal-Arroyo as gener- 
al manager of the Manila Interna- 
tional Airport Authority (Miaa) in 
2004. 

As police examined the crime 
scene, the suspected gunman, 
Chief Insp. Cenon Tenorio, sur- 
rendered to his superiors at the 
Aviation Security Group (ASG), 
the Philippine National Police 
(PNP) unit tasked to protect the 
airport complex. 

“He (Tenorio) called me up 
and said, Tm very sorry, sir. Nang- 
yari ito. Nahihiya ako, pero nang- 
yari(lt happened. 1 am ashamed 
but it happened)," said Senior 
Supt. Pablo Francisco Balogtas, 
commander of the 1st Police Cen- 
ter for Aviation Security (PCAS). 

In a phone interview, Balagtas 
said that as head of operations, 
‘Tenorio was fourth in command 
at the Ist PCAS, which has juris- 
diction over Naia 1 and the Cen- 
tennial Terminal. 

Cusi had requested the Nation- 
al Bureau of Investigation to look 


into the killing, instead of the! 
ASG, to ensure an impartial. in^ 
vestigation. * 

Initial investigation “showed ' 
that shortly before the incident, 
Tiotioen saw Tenorio assisting an 
unidentified passenger at the Na- 
ja 1 arrival area. 

‘The action officer suspected an 
illegal facilitation, purportedly 
called Tenorio's attention, and ra- 
dioed the CCTV unit, which he 
heads, to focus the camera on the 
police officer. 

Later, Tenorio allegedly waited. 
for Tiotioen, who was ending his 
shift and would have proceeded 
to his vehicle parked at the depar- 
ture curbside, 

NBI investigator Angelito Magno 
said that based on witnesses’ ac- 
counts, Tenorio grabbed Tiotioen 
and tried to force him into a vehicle. 

A commotion ensued, followed 
by three gunshots. 

Tiotioen fell to the ground and 
‘Tenorio fled with his pistol. 

The ASG had turned over 
‘Tenorio and his firearm to Magno 
early yesterday morning 

The suspect would be facing 
murder charges. 


Palace, traders rebuked on wages 


By Philip C. Tubeza 
and Jerome Aning 


HOUSE MAJORITY LEADER 
Prospero Nograles yesterday re- 
buked Palace officials and busi- 
ness leaders who raised a how! 
over the proposed P125 legislat- 
ей wage hike after earlier snub- 
bing congressional hearings. 

“It passed the House. They 
should have objected during the 
labor committee hearings which 
they snubbed,” Nograles said. 
“They all didn’t attend, including. 
the employers groups," he added. 

Nograles said Palace officials and 
employers should have voiced their 
opposition to House Bill 345 during. 
the hearings of the House labor com- 
mittee and not after the bill was 
passed on second reading. 

Nograles made the comment 
after businessmen and National 
Economic Development Authori- 
ty chair Romulo Neri warned of 


massive layoffs if the bill was 
signed into law. 

"The bill had already been wa- 
tered down with the P125 across- 
the board wage hike to be imple- 
mented in three tranches: P45 in 
October this year, P40 in 2007 
and P40 in 2008. 

However, Neri said that a P45 
wage hike would displace be- 
Tween 288,000 and 620,000 
workers. He added that between 
225,000 and 424,000 more could 
be laid off in 2007, and between 
210,00 and 365,000 in 2008. 

But Zamboanga del Norte Rep. 
Roseller Barinaga, House labor 
committee chair, downplayed 
Мене warning, saying layoffs 
would still happen even if the bill 
were scrapped. 

“Whether or not the bill is 
passed, there would still be lay- 
offs, There are other factors at 
play here. 10 not just the wage 
hike bill," Barinaga said. 

+ 


Barinaga said he hoped the 
House would pass the bill on 
third reading. 

He said that if the Palace and 
employer groups had com. 
plaints about the bill, they could 
follow it up in the Senate or the 
bicameral conference committee. 

‘The militant Kilusang Mayo 
Uno also scoffed at Nerf's dire 
prediction. 

“Neri is obviously toeing the 
line of Malacafiang and business 
groups, which is to predict a 
doomsday scenario against the 
granting of just wages for work- 
ers," said KMU secretary general 
Joel Maglunsod. 

Maglunsod said that even with 
the absence of wage hikes, the in 
flation rate would still rise and 
unemployment worsen due to 
deep-seated problems the domes- 
tie economy, particularly contrac- 
tualization and other flexible la- 
bor practices. 

tox 
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FORMAL APPOINTMENT 

Angolan Ambassador to the Philippines Eliseo de Figuereido 
(second from left) presents to Helen Ong the Exequator 
formalizing her appointment as honorary consul of the Republic 
of Angola in the Philippines at the Department of Foreign Affairs 
in Pasay City. Others in photo are, from left, Foreign Assistant 
Secretary Victor Garcia Ш of the DFA Office of Legal Affairs, 

| BFA chief of protocol Јен! б. Santos and Dr. Sonny Ong. 
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М ам И you have the talent for taking creative photographs, then we have the right tool 
By Volt Contreras p depen ae that will help you capture the rich color, detail and beauty of every photo. 

‘THE PHILIPPINES HAS MADE IT trafficked for purposes of human 4 Е Discover ће outstar Canon EOS 3500, With its excellent features, the EOS 350D 
‘out of Washington's human traf- exploitation and forced labor.” is the.digital SLR for. professionals like you. The EOS 3500 is also sturdy and 
ficking watch list owing to a se- According to the embassy, ‘compact. Built for easy. ‘and easy operation. Now go ahead and explore your 
ries of court victories апа a larger “Tier 1” countries are those that f creativity. Take photographs like a PRO with the Canon EOS 3500. 

deployment of prosecutors fully comply with minimum in- 

against what the US government ternational standards while those 

regards as modern-day slav- in “Tier 2"—including the Philip- ——— 

ery—forced prostitution, sex traf- pines—do not fully comply but J Eo) 
ficking and child labor—the US аге making significant efforts to E LI 

Embassy said yesterday. combattheproblem. , 

The US Department of State's Down a rank is the "Tier 2 Watch 
2006 ‘Trafficking in Persons report, List," which lists countries that have 
released on Monday, said the Philip- made efforts to combat trafficking ass 
pines had been taken out of із but still have a significant number аааз пгс 
watch list of problems nations and of victims and, until this year, had * ^ E 


moved upto a category of countries’ included the Philippines. 

that had‘mde substantial progress ` “Tier 3" countries are the worst 

in combating human trafficking. offenders and could face restric- 
The report congratulated the tions on US government assistance. 


= = 
Philippine government for im- Тһе Philippines shares the Tier Бзд gu 


i 172.8 IS USM 912 LIUSM 
provements made during the year, 2 bracket with 78 other countries. Н 


noting it had “stepped up efforts to. Тһе report said the Philippines 

implement йв antitrafficking law had made “discernible progress" 

and made initial progress in imple- against human trafficking, partic- Insist on а local warranty from Canon Marketing Phils. TA 

menting strategies to combat (traf- ularly in law enforcement, noting Look for this sticker on the camera box to avail of 2005 

ficking in persons), particularly in that the Deparment of Justice опе (1) year warranty on service and parts. 

prosecuting human traffickers” Бай cripled the number of prose- ur oe 
The report, however, main- cutors handling trafficking cases Canon Marketing (Philippines), Inc. 2F Marvin Plaza, 2153 Don Chino Roces Avenue сог. V.A. Rufino St., Makati City 

tained that che country had yetto ат the national level and assigned тен. 884-9000 - Fax: 810-9797 = ino G canon com ph ° wwwsanon.com ph 

“fully comply with the minimum additional personnel in Фе 

standards and remains а source, provinces. With a report from AP 
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Private sector brightest spot in bleak school system PRIGADAESKWELA — 
MUN аш одлоийышы. каадалана. ашан: Volunteers give dirty 


j boughtat P8.50 each, said FFCCCI à allel FUSE program, have under- egy (LMS). 

president Francis Chua. Media Master. a Media Mag. EO Using, according to Es- LMS is a prescribed process in 1 f li f 

"On the average, we have do- Тһе device, called Media Mas- cudero,the FUSE president. community organizing that en- 78 t 
nated one school building a day." tercanthenplaybackthemater. Some P150 million has goneto ables paren, donors and ingine- classrooms а їасе-п 
Chua said of his groups Opera- al—say, an English primeron vol- the production of the tapes as tions to enter into a closer rela- 

t Чоп: Barrio School, which on any canoes, oceans, wild animals—to well as the training program tionship with a school and make By Alcuin Papa go explained that the program was a 
given class day benefits some supplement the days lectures. courses, which in the last two зше “any physical improvement nationwide voluntary effort of teach- 
640,000 students. Around 200 elementary schools years have also expanded into a onthe campus will actually trans- TEACHERS REMEMBER HOW ers, parents, students, members of 

now enjoy this satellite feed since scholarship for teachers recom- late into higher grades for the the Diosdado Macapagal Elemen- the community, local governments 
Achallenge Text2Teach was launched in May mended by the Department of children." tary School in Tatalon, Quezon and other organizations to do minor 

“Bue its quite sad that the more 2003, with 300 to 400 more Education for master’s degrees in Hernandez said there had been City looked five years ago. repairs in their schools in prepara- 
schools we build, the more short. schools targeted in the next few Ateneo de Manila University or countless examples of schools re- The paint on the walls was peel- боп forthe start of the school year. 
ages seem to occur becatise of pop- years. De La Salle University. ceiving or soliciting certain dona- ingof the roofs of the classrooms, Brigada Eskwela (Bayanihan 
ulation growth," һе said. “IPs a chal- There are currently 73 such tions—a new computer, new roof- were leaking, and a poor drainage Para Sa Paaralan) encourages 
lengewejusthavetolivewith.” Onlyasgoodasteachers scholars, for whom the founda- ing, a fresh coat of paint—without system was bringing murky water volunteers to donate materials 

‘Ayala Foundation Inc. has cho- “But these tools can only be as tion has allotted P15 million. any real “incentive” relating tostu- into the classrooms, submerging such as paint, cement, lumber 


sen the high-tech route. Itheadsa good as the teachers themselves,” & dent performance. them when the rains came. and other materials, which could 
4 consortium that, in the next five conceded Mario Derequito, direc- Mentoring the mentors Butsince the Department of Edu- Бе used for minor repairs. 
years, hopes to connect all 5,500 хог of AFI's Center for Social De- “Mentoring the Mentors” isal- Performance cation started its National Schools Volunteers are also enjoined to 
public high schools nationwide to velopment. зо the centerpiece project of a The LMS is a mechanism for Maintenance Week dubbed “Briga- contribute man-hours in the re- 
the Internet. Hence, other private sector ini- much younger group, the Foun- the community and the school to ба Eskwela” in 2003, there has pair of the schools. The principals 
"This Р15-ЫШоп project is  tiatives focusing on the teachers, dation for Worldwide People enter into a sort of agreement been much improvement in the are in charge of marshalling the 
dubbed “Gilas,” a Filipino term like the Foundation for the Up- Power, whose prime movers in- and set “achievable goals,” like a school, according to assistant prin- materials and soliciting the volun- 
for talent or wondrous ability, grading of Education (FUSE), es- clude Inquiner founding chair Eu- 10-percent increase in test scores cipal Dr. Evelyn de Leon. teer “man-hours” for the activity. 
and also stands for Gearing Up tablished 12 years ago by Sen. genia D. Apostol. come the final exams. Tatalon is mostly a depressed Hidalgo said the DepEd started 
Internet Literacy and Access for Edgardo Angara, former Agricul- “Mentors” training modules "We shift the discussion from area composed of poor to lower- the project to offset gaps in the edu- 
Students. ture Secretary Salvador Escudero seek to not only upgrade teach- mere ‘welfare’ mentality to per- middle class families. But enter- cation budget. She estimated that 
Gilas now covers 780 schools, and businessman Lucio Tan. ers’ classroom skills but boost formance,” Hernandez said. ing the Diosdado Macapagal Ele- the department could save around 
mostly in Mindanao, since it was FUSE already saw the potential their morale, according to FWPP The League of Corporate Foun- mentary School is like being  P2billion in school maintenance and 
launched two years ago. of video as teaching aid way back executive director Butch Hernan- dations (LCF), in its annual report transported to another world. operating expenses (MOE) a year as 
‘Ata cost of about P300,000 per in the days of the VHS tape. It dez. for 2005, said 90 percent of its 70- The walls gleam with a fresh a resultof the Brigada Eskwela. 
school, setting up "virtual li- produced a set of instructional “Teachers are guided into plus member companies were en- coat of paint. The roofs of the Last year's Brigada Eskwela in- 
braries” composed of 10 PCseach tapes known as Constel (Continu- forming cohesive faculties that gagedinoneformoranotherinthe buildings have been repaired and volved 26,034 public schools (or 
seemed more cost-effective and ing Studies Through Education). can manage their time and keep pursuit of quality education. the classrooms have been cleaned. 61 percent of all public schools 
could offer a practically limitless The tapes have since been themselves properly motivated to ‘The report cited a survey of 35 Now, a bathroom can be found in nationwide). A total of 2,008,628 
source of information than tradi- viewed by around 10,000 public cope with big classroom sizes and LCF members plus those belong- nearly all of the 64 rooms. volunteer man-days (worth 
lack of resources, Hernandez ingtotheFFCCClandthePhilip ^ Aconcretepathwayandanim- P572.49 million) was generated 
said. pine Business for Social Progress proved drainage system have and P455.43 million worth of do- 
с ti “Our approach is not only showing they were allinvolvedin kept floodwaters from entering nations in-kind were gathered. 
|, Corrections skills-building but also inspira- 257 such projects with total fund- the classrooms. This year, Hidalgo said a total 
IN THE JUNE 4 ISSUE, one of the front-page windows misstated | tional. (The teachers) begin to ingofP1.5billionlastyear alone. “Parents usually didn’t send of 42,221 public elementary and 
that 100 wounded dolphins had been driven back to sea by the look beyond personal and other 2 their children to school on the first high schools, or 70 percent of 
fisherfolk of Santa Ana, Cagayan. There were several wounded | material inadequacies. They be- Tooimportant toleavetostate day of lasses because the students public schools around the coun- 
dolphins, but they did not total 100. gin to have stronger empathy for These projecs have benefited'3.1 would be doing the cleaning,” De try participated in the project, up. 
tee their pupils. This is no longerjust million public school pupils; 34,624 — Leon told the Inquirer. 9 percent from last year. 
INTHEJUNE 5 ISSUE, the caption ofa front-page photo misstat- | about me but about them," he schools; 14,370 teachers, and 7,000 ^ "Theywouldgohomealldiried Тһеге are 37,000 public ele- 
ed the number of teachers and the number of classes inside one added. А other individuals in related sectors. up,” she saic jut now with Briga- mentary schools and 4,769 public 
classroom at Geronimo Santiago School in Manila. In that class- The program basically involves Addressing an LCF function inJu- да Eskwela, the students went high schoolsin the country. 
room, there were four teachers holding four classes simultane- |` gathering teachers from a partic- ly last year, then Education Under- straight to their lessons because Because of the program, the 
‘ously—not just two teachers holding two classes. | ular school for four to five days in secretary Mike Luz exhorted the they didn't have to clean up firs.” money saved by the schools from 
tee workshops on team-building, businesssectorto“gobeyond”mate- Brigada Eskwela was con- their MOE rose to P2 billion this 
IN THE JUNE 6 ISSUE, a story on Page A2—“Who will finally re- | how to prepare better lesson rial donations and aspire for exper- ceived partly to address the dete- year from P1 billion last year, ac- 
‘ceive award for FPJ?"--misspelled the name of an official of the | plans, how to become better mo- _tise-sharing and capability-building. погайпр physical state of public cording to Hidalgo. y 
National Commission for Culture and the Arts. The correct tivators, etc. They will be moni- Luz, who eight months later schools around the country. “Brigada Eskwela is bayanihan in 
spelling of the officials name is Nestor Jardin—not Hardin. The | tored for a year akter the training. would resign because of a tiff with DepEd officials said Brigada action. Here we see the spirit of vol- 
Same story misstated Jardins position in the commission. Jardin | “10 easy to blame teachers ог Malacañang, gave his own spinto Eskwela was also a way to attract unteerism very much alive among 
is a commissioner—not the president—of the NCCA. He is also | what’shappening; but we'reall in а familiar saying and conceded: greater participation of the com- our school communities, This is an 
the president ofthe Cultural Center ofthe Philippines. this together,” said Hernandez as "Education is too important to munity, through volunteerism. _ importantvalue weshould teach each 
he referred to another FWWPP leave to the government alone.” DepEd officer in charge Fe Hidal- and every Filipino child,” she said, 
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Meanwhile, Pres- 
ident Macapagal- 
Arroyo said in an 
interview over 
dzMM radio that 
she did not know 
how the Charter 
change effort 
would go because it 
"has a life of its 
own.” 
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tructure development, 
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Bunye irked, says bye to ‘Hello Garci’ Pinoy scholars in Japan 25 


From page Al 
the Senate investigation," he added. 

Cayetano said the five House com- 
mittees that looked into the matter 
focused on wiretapping and political 
destabilization but “skirted” the issue 
of election fraud. 

“Is it an accident that the first an- 
iversary of the Gloria-Garci tapes 
falls on the day June 6, 2006, or more 
popularly known as 666—a date as- 
sociated with an omen or with evil?” 
he said. 

‘Answering his own question, he 
said it was not an accident because 
“the evils of corruption are born out 
of election fraud." 

“We hope this is the last anniver- 
агу of the Garci tapes,” Cayetano 
said. 

He said the scandal should have 
appropriate closure. 

"lf not, the 2007 elections will be 
the next victim of electoral fraud,” he 
warned, adding that "those who do 
not study the lessons of history are 
bound to repeat it." 


Garci, Gary 

‘At his press conference last year, 
Bunye claimed that the two “Hello 
Garci" CDS were delivered anony- 
тошу to his house in Ayala-Ala- 
bang. 

He said that the CD supposedly 
being floated by the opposition 
was a spliced copy, and that in the 
original copy, the person Ms Ar- 
royo was speaking with om the 
phone was not Garcillano but 
Edgardo "Gary" Ruado, an aide of 
her brother-in-law, Rep. Ignacio 
Arroyo. 

Bunye subsequently submitted the 
two CDs to the National Bureau of In- 
vestigation. He was also summoned 
to Congress to explain how he got 
hold of the CDs. 

"We have explained this quite ex- 
haustively" the press secretary told 
reporters yesterday. "We were sub- 
jected to interpellation for one day 
and a half, so I think further discus- 
sions would not serve any useful pur- 
pose.” 

He also said there was nothing to 
regret about the "Hello Garci” press 
conference. 

Bunye said the decision to expose 
the two CDs was made on the “spur of 
the moment” because the opposition 
had leaked а copy to a radio station 
that same morning. 


Half-full, half-empty 

Ас the Newsmakers Forum last 
week, Bunye said he had never lied to 
the media. 

“I never stretch the truth. 1 might 
have highlighted, or I might have 
marshaled, the presentation. For ex- 
ample, 1 always prefer to look at a 
half-full glass rather than a half-emp- 
ty glass," he said. 

Like Ms Arroyo, Bunye appeared to 
have emerged stronger from last 
year's political crisis. 

He has since become the govern- 
теп media czar, with the resigna- 
tion of then Communications Direc- 
tor Silvestre Afable and the central- 
ization of the multibillion-peso ad- 


BUNYE 


vertising budgets of all state agen- 
cies and corporations under his of- 
ce. 

Asked yesterday if he felt that Ms 
Arroyo had rewarded him enough for 
his loyalty and if he felt that he was a 
more powerful press secretary now 
than 12 months ago, Bunye was 
touchy. 

“You've asked that question in 
private and I have answered you. I 
don’t know the reason for the ques- 
tion, unless you want to show that 
you are really makulit (pushy)," he 
said. 

He added: “We have a profes- 
sional relationship, and I believe 
one of the reasons 1 have stayed 
long and served in this capacity is 
because I believe in her program, I 
believe in the vision of the Presi- 
dent. 

"Т don't have to read her mind be- 
cause most of the policies of the Presi- 
dent are in the MTPDP (Medium 
Term Philippine Development Pro- 
gram), and this is what I consider my 
bible. And I believe all Cabinet mem- 
bers should read this very thorough- 
P3 

Asked what Ms Arroyo had 
learned from the scandal, Bunye 
said: "I think the lesson there is, 
just focus on your job and I think 
things will turn out OK. The Presi- 
dent has not been distracted. She 
has performed according. to her 
plans, and the proof of that is the 
Very respectable growth of our 
economy" 


‘Never again’ 

In his speech, Cayetano ex- 
pressed hope that the people and 
their leaders had learned their own 
lessons. 

“ {Let us] remind ourselves that this 
should never again happen to our 
country" he said. "Let us ask our- 
selves today "Have we as a nation 
learned from our lesson from the Gar- 
ci-Gloria tape?” 

According to Cayetano, the lesson 
learned so far by the people was that 
wiretapping is illegal. "We also 
learned not to be caught talking 
about cheating, unless you want your 
voice as a ‘Hello баге ring tone,” he 
said. 

"Seriously the main issue is 
election fraud—the mother of all 


corruption іп our country" 
Cayetano said, pointing out that 
for every P1 collected by the gov- 
ernment, 40 centavos went to cor- 
ruption. 

Thus, he said, hunger and un- 
employment, peace and order, 
health care and education were is- 
sues directly affected by election 
fraud. 

Addressing Ms Arroyo, Cayetano 

said: “After the holdup and cover- 
up, Madam President, your time is 
up.” 
He called for closure through a 
“quick, independent investigation,” 
and for the Commission on Elections 
to contribute to the search for the 
truth behind the “Hello Garci” scan- 
dal. 


‘Stronger in enchanted kingdom’ 

Senate President Franklin 
Drilon, Senate Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Л. and Sen. 
Rodolfo Biazon—all critics of Ms 
Arroyo—said the scandal was far 
from over. 

“There is talk about [another] im- 
peachment in the House. I'm sure it 
would include thé Garci tapes,” said 
Drilon who, along with the Liberal 
Party.that he heads, withdrew sup- 
port from Ms Arroyo and called for 
her resignation at the peak of the eri- 
sis last year. 

"There are fundamental things to 
be resolved, questions to be an- 
swered, and the answers to these 
questions arë being barréd fronbe- 
ing known by the public because of 
the continued insistence дп оК 
ing (Executive Order] 464,” Biazon 
said. 

Commenting on Bunyes earlier 
statement that Ms Arroyo had 
emerged stronger from the crisis, Pi- 
mentel said: "Yes, she's stronger in 
the enchanted kingdom, but not in 
the real world [where] she is weaken- 
ing by the day. 

"[She] is weakening the longer she 
stays in office under very question- 
able circumstances. She has nowhere 
to go but down.” 

But Sen. Juan Ponce Enrile 
agreed with Malacafiang's stance 
"She has weathered the storm so far, 
зо I think she is already out of it.” 

With a report from Juliet Labog- 
Javellana 
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ate degree holders than other First World coun- 
tries. 

“I prefer Japan because Tve been here before 
and it’s closer to the Philippines. I get homesick 
easily” said Marie Danielle Guillen, a Ph D candi- 
date at the University of Tsukuba's Graduate 
‘School of Systems and Information Engineering. 

“If had chosen the United States, the chance 
that Td go back and work in the Philippines 
might be lower. Most of my friends [who stud- 
ied] in the US never returned," she said. 

Guillen, 32, is into policy and planning sci 
ences—a fied that trains students in the applica- 
tion of appropriate techniques for dealing with 
various social phenomena and/or policymaking. 

“Ido plan to work in the Philippines and hope- 
fully apply what Ive leamed from my graduate 
studies. Five years from now, hopefully ГЇ be 
back,” she said. 


‘Community of scholars 

Jane Romero, 32, also hopes to retum home 
in five years despite the fact that her scholarship 
grant does not require her to render public ser- 
vice in the Philippines. 

Romero is scheduled to complete her Ph D in 
civil engineering at Tokohu University’s Regional 
and Urban Planning Laboratory in September. 

“I resigned from my previous job before com- 
ing here, soit will be back to square one for me. If 
Tm not needed [in the Philippines], Td have to 
check options of working elsewhere]. But I 
hope that after буе years, I'll be back in Manila 
with not just a paper Ph D but also valuable work 
‘experience to share,” she said. 

‘At first, Romero was not sure of pursuing fur- 
ther studies. But when she attended a conference 
їп Chiba in October 2002, she was inspired by 
friends who had moved on to graduate studies. 

"They seemed happy and encouraging, so in 
‘April 2003 I joined them, although we were scat- 
tered in different universities and in different 
parts of Japan,” she recalled. 

Guillen and Romero are both recipients of the 
Mombukagakusho scholarship, which provides 
plane tickers from the home country and back, a 
setting allowance upon arrival, a monthly 
stipend and, upon request, additional research 
funding. 

The Inquirer stumbled on the burgeoning 
community of Filipino scholars in Japan while 
covering the World Bank's Annual Bank Confer- 
ence on Development Economics (ABCDE), 
"which was held for the first time in Asia last 
week 

‘There were two Filipino participants at the 
ABCDE—Gregoria Evangelio and Charmelle Re- 
coter, both graduate students in their 30s and 
both planning to return to the Philippines and to 
their employer, the Department of Finance, to 
apply what they had leamed.. * “E> 

Evangelio is taking a master's program in pub- 
lic policy and taxation at Yokohama National 
University; Recoter is in the graduate school of 
business and commerce at Keio University. 
Statistics 

More than 2,500 Filipinos have studied in 
Japan since its government initiated a scholar- 
ship program for foreign students 50 years ago, 
according to the Japan Information and Cultural 
Center in Manila, which administers all state 
funded scholarship applications. 

‘Statistics from the Japanese Embassy in Mani- 
la show that there were 99 and 94 Filipino schol- 
ars in Japan in 2005 and 2004, respectively. 

The state-funded scholarship system for for- 
eign students covers seven programs provided 
for: Research students, trainee teachers, scholar- 
ship students of the Young Leader's Program, un- 
dergraduates, Japanese studies/culture studies 
students, College of Technology students, and 
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Senshugakko (special training college) stu- 
dents 

‘A report from Japan's Ministry of Foreign Af- 
fairs circulated during the ABCDE conference es- 
timated that of the total 117,302 foreign stu- 
denis in 2004, 315 were Filipinos. The report in- 
dicated that the Filipino student community in 
Japan was the sixth biggest. 

‘On the other hand, China had the biggest 
number (1,810) of citizens studying in Japan, 
followed by Thailand (622), Indonesia (600), 
Vietnam (530) and Bangladesh (440). 

But while Japan offers more scholarship op- 
portunities now than most other First World 
countries, getting accepted into its programs is 
by no means a piece of cake. 

On average, about 700-800 Filipino citizens 
apply for educational grants in Japan each year, 
indicating an average acceptance rate of only 12- 
14 percent. 

Language barrier 

Applying for a scholarship grant in Japan en- 
tails less requirements than applying for one in 
the United States. 

“Lonly needed to fill up the forms. There were 
no exams then; we [only] had a panel interview,” 
Guillen said. 

But those who do get accepted have to tran- 
scend language and cultural barriers to make the 
most oftheir stay. 

“In the US, [is easy to blend in) because Fil- 
ipinos are used to [American] culture. Here, it 
takes some adjustment,” Recoter said. 
qu Pe sae barrier is the biggest hurdle of 


Said Romero, sighing: "1 could be a poster girl 
for (the movie] ‘Lost in Translation. Td like to 
think that I can understand but cannot speak Ni- 
hongo, partly because l'm not really required to 
learn and speak the language in school. But out- 
side, it gets me to my default mode of pa-smile- 
smile lang (just smiling) because I have a prob- 
lem expressing what I want to say. 

“за good thing the Japanese are very patient 
and appreciate the effort when I struggle with 
my nonexistent Nihongo skills more like sub- 
jecte-verb, with a lot of animated gestures in be- 
tween. So stil get to do local travels alone. 

"1 have Filipino friends who had no choice but 
learn the language, and they are doing well” 

"Hay, if only tried harder before." 


Another challenge. 

Guillen took a six-month intensive course in 
Nihongo. 

“But I think it will never be enough,” she said, 
adding that in her case, “the other big challenge 
was the university entrance examination." 

“Ir was very difficult because my undergradu- 
ate major was sociology while the program I was 
entering was actually engineering. I had to take a 
crash course in mathematics," she said 

To cope with the difficult cultural assimilation, 
Filipino students in Japan tend to band together 
into a subsociery They form associations and e- 
groups and meet up once in a while. 

Meanwhile, their proficiency in English is a 
great advantage, allowing most of them to earn 
extra income as private English tutors. 


US philanthropy in Asia waning 

For Japan, the student exchange contributes 
to building close human networks and promot- 
ing mutual understanding and friendly relation- 
ships with other countries. 

“Taking a more active leadership role in Asia in 
philanthropic activities, the world’s second 
largest economy next to the United States recog- 
nizes that higher education and ге 
search which propelled its phenomenal post- 
"World War II growth—should be shared on a 
global scale to address challenges to hu- 
mankind. 

Tadashi Yamamoto, president of the Japan 
Center for International Exchange (JCIE), a non- 
government organization dedicated to strength- 
ening Japan's role in intemational networks of 
cooperation, said US participation in Asia had ac- 
tually been waning. 

During a session at the ABCDE that discussed 
US philanthropy as a driving force in global aid, 
‘Yamamoto said the JCIE had just completed “a 
major study on the role of US philanthropy in 
postwar imperialism.” 

“Frankly speaking, the role of US foundations, 
as far as... East Asia is concemed, is diminishing, 
the number of professional staff people deployed 
to this area has gone down, and their presence is 
very much lacking. In fact, the role they play in 
development and other efforts in this world is di- 
minishing," he said. 

‘Yamamoto was reacting to a paper delivered 
by Joseph Zimet, NGO liaison officer of the 
French development agency Agence Francaise 
de Developement, who predicted: “The world 
philanthropic scene will see a strengthening of 
the domination of American foundations, which 
have amore solid infrastructure.” 

“American philanthropy is emerging as a new 
global and transformational force acting at the 
global level,” Zimet said. 


‘Very small percentage’ 

Victoria Garchitorena, president of the Philip- 
pines’ Ayala Foundation and panelist at the 
ABCDE session on US philanthropy, appeared to 
agree with Yamamoto. 

“Certainly, we welcome the idea that Ameri- 
can foundations are looking more globally as far 
as the issues of poverty are concerned," Garchi- 
torena said, adding: 

“To date, its increasing, but its still a very 
small percentage of US foundations that look be- 
yond their borders. In fact one of the problems 
we see in the foundation landscape is that most 
of them prefer to focus on their own backyard, 
not even beyond their cities or states, much less 
toother countries in the world. 

“We would like to see (ZimetS] idea becoming 
more accepted and integrated into their pro- 
grams. The same might be nue of European 
foundations, аз most focus on their local needs.” 
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Carrying banners that read "Zoos: Cruel 
Animal Prisons," they held a lunchtime rally 
їп front of the Manila Zoo and Botanical Gar- 
den in Malate. 

‘The protest was part of Peta's worldwide 
‘campaign against zoos as it urged the country 
to become the first zoo-free country in Asia. 

“Zoos claim to educate people and preserve 
species, but they fall short on both counts," 
said Jamie Alarcon, researcher and designat- 
ed spokesperson of Peta. 

“{Zoos} only present us with a distorted 
view of wildlife. Visitors don't see the animals’ 
natural behavior because the animals’ natural 
needs—space, exercise, privacy and mental 
stimulation—aren't met, They just wait to be 
fed and basically sleep the whole day.” 


Zoochosis 

Worse, some of the animals in the 200, 
which were often “kidnapped” from the wild, 
suffer from "zoochosis," Alarcon said. This is 
when animals in zoos worldwide are driven 
“mad” by captivity. Big cats pace endlessly, 
bears and elephants sway from side to side, 
and giraffes twist their necks. 

“Animals in the wild spend their entire lives 
with their close-knit families. But animals in 
2005 were separated froi their families as ba- 


‘You can do ... 
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over with excitement, 

A Filipino doctor involved in the US mis- 
sion removed the white gauze bandages and 
asked if she could see anything, 

“Nothing, nothing yet,” she mumbled. The 
first thing she wanted to see, according to her, 
were “the faces of people who did this favor 
forme.” 

Harun, who comes from a dirt-poor farm- 
ing family, said it was her first-ever hospital 
visit. She almost didn't make the trip because 
she could not afford to travel from her home 
justa few kilometers away. 

The same crushing poverty that has 
helped send recruits to the al-Qaida-linked 
Abu Sayyaf bandits on Jolo island is now 
prompting hundreds of villagers to wel- 
come a US campaign to wean ordinary folk 
from Islamic extremism through humani- 
tarian missions. 

About 100 US troops have been sta- 
tioned for several months on the predomi- 
nantly Muslim island, which has bitter 
memories of a brutal American occupation 
in the early 19005. American soldiers have. 
been fixing roads, building schools and 


wells and improving the infrastructure on 


the island. 

‘Such an approach helps the United States 
improve its image in the Philippines and other 
Southeast Asian countries, regarded as breed- 
ing grounds for Islamic militants. 


Extra-tight security 

US Pacific commander Adm. William Fal- 
lon flew under extra-tight security to Jolo on 
Monday to visit American troops involved in 
relief work, including those aboard the hospi- 
tal ship USNS Mercy. 

“can see а long line of people from the he- 
licopter," Fallon told reporters at the Jolo Sta- 
tion Hospital, where hundreds of poor vil- 
lagers, many with babies and children, scram- 
bled to get free medicine and treatment for 
ailments like malaria and tuberculosis. 

“Our aim is to set those conditions so the ter- 
rorists don't have any place to put down roots 
and people will say theyd much rather do 
things that are useful ... than to support ter- 
orism," he said. 

US medical personnel and aid workers 
from the Mercy have provided free medical 
services in three Jolo hospitals shielded by 
concertina wire, treating 300-500 patients a 
day, Some patients have been flown to the 
ship for more complicated surgery, according 
to US Air Force Maj. Anne Carbowsk. 

But even with their gentle approach, Amer- 
ican troops have to grapple with the danger, 
costs and opposition in the turbulent island of 
Jolo. 

Abu Sayyaf bandits have launched deadly 
bombings and have plotted attacks against 
Philippine and American troops, according to 
military officials. The bandits are demanding 
thar all Americans withdraw. 


Waving villagers 

For security reasons, Fallon’s visit to Jolo 
was not announced publicly and the huge, 
white-hulled Mercy was anchored far from 
the island. 

A US military convoy en route to a hospital 
оп Monday, however, was met by waving vil- 
lagers and one critic. 

"like the Americans because they're giving 
us medical attention," said Ayang Sahibudin, 
а frail-looking housewife who had been 
coughing blood. "The Abu Sayyaf only bring 
violence and fear in our town." 

Michael Ray Johnson, an American civie 
volunteer, said he was delighted to see hun- 
dreds of Jolo villagers welcoming the US re- 
lief teams. 

“You can't fix everything with humanitari- 
ап work,” he said, "But I think you can do 
much more with this, touch their hearts, than 
you can with a gun." 

Even so, the recent arrival of the American 
medical ship offering aid to the poor is seen by 
some asa ploy to win local Muslim support. 

The ships captain, Bradley Martin, has 
been forced to publicly defend his presence 
there, "IQs a humanitarian mission and noth- 
ing else,” he told Agence France Presse. Re- 
ports from AP and AFP 


bies and sentenced to an eternity of 
boredom, crippling loneliness, and 
even abuse. They spend the rest of their 
lives in tiny тоо cages that could never 
simulate their natural habitat,” Alarcon 
explained. 

Symptoms of zoochosis include re- 
peated biting, rubbing the mouth along 
or sucking on the bars of a cage; contin- 
uous licking on walls, bars or gates in 
an enclosure; continuous walking back 
and forth, following the same path; un- 
natural twisting and rolling of the neck, 
often flicking the head around or bend- 
ing the neck back and repeated vomit- 
ing. 

Other signs that zoo animals could be 
disturbed are circling or walking a de- 
fined route, placing feet in exactly the 
same position each time; playing with 
and eating excrement; sitting, some- 
times hugging the legs, rocking forward 
and back; head-bobbing and weaving; 
overgrooming which includes 
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hair-plucking and self-mutilation such 
as tailbiting, leg chewing or 
head-bashing. 


Elephant walk 

Alarcon cited the elephant, whose so- 
cial structure and natural habitat were 
extremely complex and couldn't possi- 
bly be duplicated in captivity. 

“qn the wild, elephants walk up to 48 
km every day,” she said. 

‘At the Manila Zoo, the elephant lives 
in a concrete enclosure with a little 
grass. The entire zoo itself just "mea- 
sures 5.5 hectares or .055 sq km,” Alar- 
con said. 

"Let's just leave animals in the wild 
and use тооз as sanctuaries for animals 
rescued from circuses, marine parks 
and other exploitative forms of enter- 
tainment,” she said. 

"We're better off watching nature 
documentaries, reading about animals 
in books or on websites, or traveling to 
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They committed no crimes, so why are they behind bars? 


their natural habitats," she added. 

Аз part of Peta's campaign, members 
would be making the rounds of zoos in 
the country. The group said they were 
open to dialogue with city governments 
which usually manage the zoos. 


Learning function 

Sought for comment, Manila Zoo ad- 
ministrator Dr. Romulo Bernardo said 
zoos have an important educational 
function. 

"By seeing animals up close, you get 
to appreciate and understand them. 
You don't get the same experience by 
just watching them on TV or reading 
about them in books," Bernardo said. 

"Children need to see animals up 
close in order to appreciate them and 
work for their conservation, especially 
the endangered species," he added. 

He said the Manila Zoo had been 
around since 1959. Over the years, the 
тоо had undergone changes and improve- 


nu 


ments to meet international standards. 
“We try to provide animals witi? 
structures as close as possible to thein 
natural habitat," he said, adding that 
the zoo also serves as a rescue center fos 
unwanted animals and exotic pets. 


Sanctuary ^ 

A lot of animals, including birds and 
snakes, had been turned over to the тоо, 
because they had been injured, Bernara 
do said. 1 

Most zoos are centers for captive 
breeding, essential for the animals’ con 
tinuing survival, he added. 

“In fact, most animals you see in the. 
лоо are products of captive breeding: 
They have never lived in the wild, 
therefore, they can't survive in the wild. 
These animals are vanishing in the wild 
because they ve lost their habitats. You 
can actually see more animals in the 
тоо than in their natural habitats,” 
Bernardo said. 
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Deadlock brings gov't closer ... 
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she preferred a reenacted 2005 budget 
over a stripped-down 2006 budget. 

“| really can't do anything if they 
destroy my budget,” said the Presi- 
dent in a rare interview on @2ММ. 

"The House approved a P1.040-til- 
lion budget in early April. After days of 
interpellation, the Senate passed a 
leaner P1.027-trillion budget on Thurs- 
day by slashing “pork barrel" items. 


Vico Magistrott 


Free for realignment 

Senate President Franklin Drilon 
said а reenacted budget would be 
"bad for the economy.” 

Under a reenacted budget, the Presi- 
dent will enjoy a "lot of flexibility” in 
fund disbursements because many of 
the items in the 2005 budget are now 
free for realignment, Drilon said. 

A fund becomes available for re- 
alignment after the project for which 
it is originally allocated has been 
completed. 

Senator Arroyo said a reenacted 
budget would limit the government 
to using past allocations for “new 
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needs” this year, and prevent it from 
using new revenues for new projects. 

He worried about the money col- 
lected from the 12-percent expanded 
value-added tax. 

“There's more money [in the new 
budget] because of the eXAT. That's not 
covered in the 2005 budget, and the 
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President can't go beyond that. So what 
will you do with the money? Its better 
that we utilize that for basic services so 
the people will benefit,” Arroyo said, 

His fellow panel member, Sen. 
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Ralph Recto, conceded that it would 
be tough to pass a budget this week 
even as he raised the possibility of the 
President calling a special session to 
do this. “I don't think anyone wants a 
special session,” Recto said. 


„and 


Special session opposed 
The President said she was against 
calling a special session. 
FAST. | “I would probably not call for a 
2 AP special session. We will only waste 
T government funds and long hours 
JÀ with another protracted debate. We'd 
|" rather do what we can with the cur- 
1 rent budget,” Ms Arroyo said. 
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Sen. Manuel "Manny" Villar Jr. and 
Albay Rep. Joey Salceda, respectively, 
would meet last night. 

The bicameral conference abruptly 
adjourned at around 9:30 p.m. Mon- 
day after less than an hour of meeting 
at the Philippine Coconut Authority 
in Quezon City that saw the senators 
and congressmen tangling over one 
issue—the cuts made by the Senate. 
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As far as Pacific Ocean 

‘The senators stood by their version 
that slashed P26 billion from the bud- 
ger’s programmed funds and P37 bil- 
lion from the unprogrammed funds. 
The congressmen insisted that all the. 


1 Le? четине 12 months appeal on mr cet cas 


0 printer 


For more information, dial 633-NEO2 (633-6362) / E-mail: mkig@neo.com.ph 
Promo period is from June 1-30, 2006. Per OTI-NCR Permit #1322, Series of 2006 


oem c quentes tcr ees 


po — — 


Lane at 


” м 


cuts be restored, 

A heated debate erupted 20 minutes 
into the closed-door proceedings, 
prompting Villar to сай for a break and 
for both panels to go into separate ex- 
ecutive sessions. After 30 minutes, the 
lawmakers retumed to the executive 
lounge only to adjourn the conference. 

Drilon said it was “difficult” for him 
to say if there was any room for com- 
promise, but he and Minority Leader 
Aquilino Pimentel Jr. remained opti- 
mistic a "compromise budget" would 
be passed. 

‘The House of Representatives is 
now open to a teenacted budget sce- 
nario this year. 

"With personalities and politics 
coming into play, our positions are 
further apart as the Pacific Ocean 
where before it was just the South 
China Sea," Salceda said of the two 
panels. 

Salceda, also chair of the House ap- 
propriations committee, said at a 
press conference that “reenactment is 
now a clear and present danger,” 
pointing out that the panel members 
couldn't even set a date for the “next 
engagement.” 

“The only date we are aware of is 
‘Thursday which is the end of the ses- 
sion,” said Salceda, who quickly 
blamed the impasse on politics rear- 
ing its ugly head. 


Тоо much bad blood 

“There's too much bad blood be 
tween the President and the Senate, 
said Salceda, pointing out that the 
2006 budget was a hostage to the po- 
litical crisis that continues to hound 
the country. 

He said the poor were the biggest 
losers. "It would be a big blow to the 
gross domestic product and poverty 
reduction. The House strategy of 
gradual restoration of the P1,053-tril- 
lion has been blocked by the China 
wall of the senators.” 

Salceda attributed the disagree- 
ments over the P60 billion slashed by 
the Senate to the conflicting ap- 
proaches employed by both panels. 

Salceda said that during Monday's 
bicameral conference, the Senate 
wanted a “scrap-and-build ар- 
proach,” or to “agree on details first 
before agreeing to an aggregate (to- 
tal) amount." 

‘This position was opposed by the 
House panel. 

Salceda said the Senate approach 
was “illogical” because "the cake is 
easier to cut if we have the cake. Oth- 
erwise, if you do that (Senate ap- 
proach), you tend to miss out on effi- 
ciencies in budget allocation." 


‘Kilos Asenso’ 

The President remained hopeful 
that the senators at the conference 
would soften their stance and reinsert 
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the items they had cut from the bud- 
get, specifically the P3-billion Kilos 
Asenso Support Fund and the P3.69- 
billion Kalayaan Barangay Fund. 

She defended the financing pro- 
grams the senators had dubbed as a 
virtual pork barrel of the Palace for 
Charter change. 

“Kilos Asenso is the counterpart of 
the national government's programs 
with the local government such as for 
buying more land for agribusinesses, 
financing for micro entrepreneurs, 
and other projects that would benefit 
the common Filipino. 

“The Kalayaan Barangay will be 
used to bring government support to 
far-flung, depressed areas so that res- 
idents will not turn into rebels," the 
President said. 

She said these were ways to enable 
the gains from fiscal reforms to reach. 
the poorest of the poor. 


Upbeat 

Drilon and Pimentel were also up- 
beat that the budget would be 
passed. 

“We will try to finish the budget. 
It's too early to say what will happen. 
‘We'll try to pass the budget," Drilon 
said 

Tt was Drilon who initiated hear- 
ings of the Senate committee of the 
whole on the budget in mid-Novem- 
ber last year to offset the delay in the 
House transmittal of the measure. 

“I still believe that both panels can 
come to a reasonable agreement; and 
1 think that well be able to approve 
the budget with cuts," Pimentel said, 
pointing out that the "hardening of 
positions" at the beginning was not 
uncommon. 

“All part of growing pains. Or bet- 
ter still, part of labor pains. The bud- 
get will be delivered in a compromise 
manner, Not one side сап claim total 
victory" he said 

Senator Arroyo said the stalemate 
underscored the perception that the 
President had the final say on crucial 
matters, including the budget. 

“The difficulty of the problem that 
both Houses face presents one clear 
picture, which is that the President 
holds the levers of power when it 
comes to the budget. What she wants, 
she will get,” he said. 


‘Smart little girl 

If the budget is passed, Ms Arroyo 
could disapprove it, and fall back on a 
reenacted budget, or approve it with 
certain amendments, the senator 
said, 

Asked if this was a win-win situa- 
tion for the President, Arroyo said: 
"Well, it looks that way. That little girl 
is really smart, She has operated very 
smoothly. Faced with crisis after cri 
sis, then in the Face of budget, she will 
still have her final say: 


[ECTRIC MOTORS 


Three Phase Motor. 
SF-JISF-JR 
AQ HPuplo 125 HP. 
TEFC, Clas Finsulaton, 
IPS, JS, IEC Standard 


E. 


The pride of electric motors 


Mitsubishi Electric Motor brings the highest quality 
motors suitable for any application. It boasts of IP55 
Classification which proves fo be protected against 
water Jets (пове-ргоо!) and dust deposit, thus a highly 
efficient ond smooth operation from start to finish. 
It also hos low пове level and shows safe and 
enhanced braking performance. 

+ High-Efficiency + Low vibration 

+ Light weight + Low nolse. 

+ Compact + Resistance to rust 

+ Easy Installation 


Motor 1/4 HP to 8 HP 


For particulars, cali (02)244-8185, 2423401. Fax (02)2433967. 
РО, Box 2851 Mania. E-mall lootien@yokyou, com. Col. 0917-8439441 


PHILIPPINE DEPOSIT INSURANCE CORPORATION 


pco e tel 
duc coc 
nu) ux 


INVITATION TO BID 


‘ald bids wit bo accepted by the Phiippine Deposit Insurance Corporation (РОС) to 
Unuidater, tru o Racelverhip and Liquidation (АЛ) Fal and Отог Propertes Owned or 
‘Acquires (ROPOA) Disposal Commtiee Poreinaltar ralorred oae he "Coremitag] on tha 
folowing datas ard voru: 


Aroa whero tho properties | Date/Time of Opening 


‘is, 
‘uno 27, 20067200 pm 


Venue 


Talong Confrence Room 
кемей tna Cy Hah 
‘Compound, Logaspi Сау 
‘GF РОК Training Room 
Рос. 2228 China Roces 
‘Avenue, Макай Cy 


forthe salo ol properties of closed валка subject th terms and conditons specie below. 
Prospective buyers are enjoined о spec! na оона stad properties bore partcpaling 
Inthe public bidang, 


соок LocaTION 


‘JUNE 27, 2008 
BANCO RURAL SORSOGON, INC. 
W401 боюулбү 00 sym vacat een LA 
Brgy билал, йз Garson 
Mor vari sciri, 
Lat2 2:5 So. te Su, 
‘ig Cogon, tan 
Mis vacet drat, 
10121008228. б No S. 
Bray Cogn auton 
Из? нул, vacant соле азии ө, 
Ети 
Brgy Cogon tan 
"Boge yacare cerrar өзелә et, 
10200825289 мго эла. 
[1-3 
tq vacant scr iot, 
econ ESS So, мао ша 
Sy Cogn stan 
‘ts vocal rasta 
пагы зо No Sut. 
Bray. Cogon tan 
173a var rasent it 
Lat20 8:25, Зо Nos, 
Элу Cogon, tan 
"абзал vao restart 
1121008236, So Nro Sub, 
гу Cogn tan 
red 
(агат. So Mio Sid. 
Bray Cogon sutan 
йуп vaa receta 
L2 8232 So Mo Sid, 


‘Ouida Bical Rogon "муа, 20087200 pm. 


DESCRIPTION LO ынво 


PRICE) 


ишо 
79 


оез 


таш 19450000 


ime sas 


Hos reader Lt 07, 
ишо Soon бака 
зул recent LOTO, 
propr 
210s тоокен La 70, 
Sono tace Dan 

"se елый Lo 1107-8, 
San ara Васи Dunt 
pr 
pr 

190 sam ida, Lot 107, 
Son iro, Васи Dart 

шуп coral La 1107-8. 
pror 


BANCO RURAL LEGASPI, INC. 
050631 Commun TB ca acetal, 


СРЯ 

сапат Ма 

Cumas 477 syn vacari табаа Lat 1, 
‘Beer's Bay Vi Pasacen Dat 

л КГ 

СЯ 

осу 

9 


ноу 


С 
вонад 
воша 
27 
оза 


180 sam. tedetait, La 2B 2-8 
‘Si Nr We лакаи Cogon, ban 
155 sqm esaerea LA 200824 
So Nna Vie Sunon. jn. 
Зб зоол 1401009248 
So No Vi ботак лил 

223 sam. вдет шла La 21008 242 
Sia Nro Vi Sativa Аал 

Tz sgn. esol, Lt 2008 242 
Эв Nes Vie Sten лил 
sgn. авсан 132008248 
Sia Nro Vie бастал sn 

175 sa resdesa La UD B8 
зо Мов үө Susan Cogon, Man 
ib у одаи La 2008241 
бо Nn Ves Seas Cogon. utn 
Ms тиеш La 2008226 
Si Nro Via Sua Соул, Мал 
‘Ose төшик 18210908212 
o Nro Vie Seien Cogon, tan 
‘Sem redes 1221002218 
Эв Neo Vie Sunnan Cogon, hm 
301598 токаш La 20 223 
Зе Nro Vt cca Сори, aun 
Masan captain 1021008223 
Эз Nro io Sermon Сори, Noan 
es oscar La 200824 
‘Si Nro Vie Sce Cogan. Jan 
Пп шшш 1210082580 
Бо Nro van окто Copen an 
187 з resale La 2 МЮ 8248 
S Nro Vio Sen Соул. wean 
зт пили 121908213. 


coe і0слтон 


RB TALISAY (CAMARINES NORTE}, INC. 
Ме; Свмалм ела 2008 sn rer eden, 


vescrenon 


олеин" 10530000 
ay Sea Laen 

кт ш 
ry ыл бора Bobo 

pr 

latte S 2S seed Té eg Cy 
тела. asa WS soupe зно 
laste Dat Duy ба ба Оза 

dies scuta и La 119 nae 
o Tarde, curan 

sre ertt La -A 
‘So Tay. by Dob Side 
Ta vem cornar rendera Кл 


cune mono 


amn 


[TI 


аратага 


Tame raamo 


menasan momo 


Ey 2 бит, 
Жук төзе эт ы. цата TOSI 7800000 
Mabe Sy К бизон 


RB PIODURAN (ALBAY), INC. 
[rou ‘Sm rere Lt воа 
Bry Compan Pecos 


MUNICIPAL RB OF DEL GALLEGO (CAMARINES SUR), INC. 
ФИ Сапат Sar «рза aaron TOS astu 
lasitOsürgy бодал Du Gap 


тет; isum 


Tags тези зок ч LB 2A 
эу teem бат 

«ыт, vacant rerawat ант, 
за La Par Sos fo Aayan, P 
баз vaca esanta i 
[prd 


prs 


RB TABACO (ALBAY), INC. 
[^1 ier eerte 

Тат Bay Titum десу 
н п тзт тоела ө. 
Шш Bagy Толе Lo Cy 
Xo vacet тоокен. 
ерее) 
STe мт vacet тало теа. 
меен асык Мне 
esp туйеш LAE 
By Слао така 
Sous cot rnc. 
la sS вр San Larenzo, Tabaco 


p 


таз 


[D 


PACIFIC BANKING CORPORATION. 
пое носа 


омела aeos Cay 


Cop юсюн DESCRIPTION LI 
MOLAVE RURAL BANK (ZAMBOANGA DEL SUR), INC. 
"eil Тэңир тоу ror endo et 
p La daba By Sa Con Cosi, 
Noga Zarbnanga Sup 


une 


RB ABRA DE LOO, INC. 
[rc 
[s 


тиза bant ponies. LAY 
Wassers Panacan отеу 
Barton Ава бор, 


RB LILIO (LAGUNA), INC. 

юв Rea “з sam vacant est! ane bt L2 
pope 

PI 

Mis паалан кла 2200. Сыа! Т.Р 

Buargay Son Roam, Paasion Уола, 


rego 


ene 


онен 


лел 
Z3 sg тшу nocti a 168201 T8880" 
By бизда. Шт 


йузи шт? TOODO 


А Horaro Si. Dry Майа сота 
sp resco к La 71) Самат ОСТРОМ" 
Анатол S. Dry rays Vera 

з sev зуп qo aceti acon t O 209 
ib imponer, La 178575 
Mant Set Prbcon Veios 


"udorcton pero ansaa bu te roi yot алет Parana о ha bark 
len na rte centu 
1 TE uoaa mya 
Т Nee Tar Lon 
ues 
7 рли oma’ cay oT ising recone 
web Neon ceras cs 
Кее 


CONDITIONS OF BID 


Tho sale shal o for CASH and on "Ae-s* basis. The amount of bd shall not bo оног 
тап th minimum bid prico. 

‘The има sels опу whalaver hs, intrest and paricipalon ina barks have on 
the рторопуйөв and the brager is charged wi Iul snowledgo he nature and ariant ot 
said туча, interest and partcpalon. The bidder acktowodgos that he/she п 
txaminadthe propotyfas and accepts decamor c any waranty,Impled or otherwise, 
Tho tier reprosents to have fll Knowledge ol any and ali unpaid тов proporty axes 
oo onto properes end node итлеге! sol abi or tha payment ого 

ids shat be accepted пот Flipino citizens опу И tha bidder а corporation, 
азоо, parmersportnerlormaforgantation. Pipino owrarehip must bea tsi 
‘Say percent (2%) inthe iater case, a bd crm shall bo accompontad by a coed 
Сору me organization's сеписа o rop ration. 

in cases where the documents submitied by alone biddor aro delicient, the 
Comites may at ts Secretion decir tho id the mosi advantageous and allow 
the bidder о complete 1o defconcy no latar ап 5:00 p.m. ol the cay following 
е bidsing dale; oinerwiso, he bid deposit shall be іопеќев. 


i. The bid proposal must bein ne prescribed form and shal! be signed by the biador 
as шояк: 


в. т сазе of individua! bidder, the bidder лесов! shali sign o bid proposal 
tr albe representavo duly aumonzad In а Special Power of Attomay (SPA) 
executed by the овог and altached lo tha bid proposal. Proposals coming 

m organizations nol regisiored with the Secorlles and Exchange 
‘Commission shall be considered as individual offers, wiin ай Ie licere 
members signing the otter and deciding as оле. 


In case of duly registered corporations, associations, partnerships and other 
forms of organization, the person duy designated by tho Board of Directors 
г he Partner to sc for and on bona of ha organization wih ui powers and 
sony to parteipate n the bidding shal sign the bid proposal. Tho 
Secretary’ Cont cuted by the corporatarboord secretary, or Пе 
‘equivalent, sal be atachod tothe bi proposal 


ie cases where the documonis submited by а lone bidder are 
Common may at s dacrebon declare tho b tha most acva 

{he bidder о correct ie delet not iater than 500 p.m. of me day following the 
Ъодо dale; otherwise, Ino bid deposit shell be lorte. 


Each bid shat be accompanied by a bondideposi equivalent o at laast ton porcant 
10.) of ne submied bid, which shall ba in tho orm of Cash or Manager's! 
Cashier's Cheek payable о Phitppine Deposit Insurance Corporation for the 
эссошт ofthe валют undor bqudatlon. Bids whose bondidaposi aro in the form 
SI personal andlor corporate checks shal be disqualified. Tho bid bond/Gaposl 
Sha be non-inierost bearing 

Tha ы proposal form, together wih he signed Condiions of ld, tno bid bondi 


iater signature across t nap. 
[РОЮ tma] bu not шат than 1:55 pm. (РОС tmo) on Juno 27 a 

{or the Bicot Region and мено Manila bidding, respectively. The 

‘erionson on the submission of Dds 

Wencrewsicancelaton c tos shal not bo alowed to momori the ыйа в босага 
Оре Bic sral b opened inthe presence c Io atoning bodas or eir auhorzed 
‘eoresesietves. Al bcs below ho minima bid prca shall be iequaled mediately 
элә te opening 

{nine oven cla a 'or the highest bid, the Commie wil resort io an open bing (vvs 
oce) on te сата dy obo pariepaied in by ne ed bidders oniy. 


Эл Tre via voce bidang shal siart not lator han one and a һай hours ater the main 
posse эсде 

2.2 Fhe staring Bid price Inthe viva voce bidding shall bo equivalent io tho toc. 
price pius one oustnd pasos (P1,000.00). 

вз iter the st operdverbal id is mado, tno Chalporson, who shal act as he 
Ва waster, adas tho ineomont roqurod and asks the tid bidders I here is 
B bd a ne new preo. A bidder raises алм hand И halshe wants o mak 
* иа al те new рпсе announced by the Bid Master. 
Tre incremental which the amount obe added othe ast Ы prica, shati not 
betes han P500 00 
"he process conis uti he ast tds decired winner in he open bidding atter 
е Бо Nasir nas counted tee mos shor ne announcement ol o last o9 prea 
"The winning tidder in the viva voco эйт; shall pay addtional bid deposit 
азот о 10%, of he cflerence etveon Ino ast b prico and no tod b. The 
cational бе depost sal be рак immadatoly or not шиг man $00 pm. ol he 
fonamen day. June 28 and Jy 5. 2006. loc Ie Bicot Region and Move Mania 
Бао. народ. and may ba romniod rough he РОЮ one colecton 
System win ma тараа National Bani 


Fale to pay ne adiional bis deposit shal result ho cancelation o Ino award 
and oett cl a payments maze n favor о тә banc 

эл AN oinar provisions in ine Солдлолв of Bi lor the mai bidding shal apply o he 
via voco bag. 

иеге oy one complying bid, he Commie shal declaro the lona bid as ha winning 


A complying idis he bs tnai moots ha minimum b prica, accompanied by the required 
Ба бороз п Cash or ManagorsiCashor Chock, and эй то oar conditions sated 
heron 


‘Te Carseat ot Award shali bo issued by the Commiie tothe winning bidder ator ho 
Fhe winning оде sal pay a balanco oth bia prico, llerapplcaton oth bid bond 
‘epost. ol eer han Quy 4 and Juy 11,2006, or те Bicol Region and Metre Mande 
ong. respecivly. ithe ven bor also pay Фо balanco win mo said ponod, 
iro amara srat auiomanicaty bo canceled and her d bonddepos often favor 
ita bank 


Tha bic bonddepost ot ihe losing bilder shal be rlurned as soon as possible allar 
the being 

A7Deedol Absolute Sala" covering tho properties зой shal bo axocuod нетип tn (10) 
Хом days пот rocoto i paymant ol ne purchase prce- 

‘Tre weing bce shel especi ina easanol гома sing on e роротућев, any, 
поша me enoroa pared of notice о termination of he tease contac. 

‘Tre wrring ator shal assume ne payment о! appropnalo axes, feos charges and 
anpenees ri connecton wth то sai ©! т property and In translar af he ia tthe 
‘ening iddar тып. bul not med o сара! gens ах, стоне winong tax, 
Socumontny stamp tex попа оз. togtrancn expenses, өдө! and research und 
Tees. eny leos and such oinor foes end axpensos incerta o Ihe execution and 
тераат a ino Арома беа o Sete 

"Afaccrosd taxes and charges on o prepotyfes, and hose accruing ate reclpt ol ino 
Солйсше cl Award, whch shal ba але on tno cay ol Me Bidóng, suc as, bu not 
таво reay tas, eec and vato is as wol s реса! assossmenis, halbe 
fort account o me winning ber. 

The winning Décor лай опдопака the responsibil ol acquiring and maintaining 
pesce potsossion and onpyrmont ol he propery inout звонпо tno assstanco of 
рос. 


For reai ostalo proporties whose то aro no yet ransferod in тө namo ofthe bank, 
‘Consort oi uie srat bo ungonakon vy mo inning bador and expenses lor ho same. 
Sat vo lor таг account 
‘The Comites reserves ina righi to reject any or all bids: to accopt the bid most 
Sovostagecut o the bank; ала to amend any ol ina above conditons or alvo any 
отну in те ag proces ae sees lt at any Imo eor to ina submission ol soaiod 
ios. Tho Common faa reserves Ing ng 1o waoraw any of по properties rm 
Te cong at any tme beore 200 p.m. (РОК mo) on June 27 and July 4, £000, oria 
Боз Repon and Moro Mania punic ng, respecivl 

20. Velmon'l or noncomolanca wal tno abovo сопапопа shal déqualty a bid, lass 
onarma proved uncer paragraph 4 & 5 noreo! 

аа, Ж consors с! ne Commies элей bo tal and may not ba subject of appeal 


Ва опта and copies oe Condnons of Ве may bo ооло rool charge rom he оон: 


Moro Mania dang abovectod PDIC aadress 
Best Rogen soang 
Evelyn de Guzman G/F King's Bg 3. Riza & Elzondo Sis, Brgy. No. 30 
орозо Cay (irom o! PN Logaspi 
Asuncion Зары. Banco Aural Sorsogon, Aza SL, Sorsogon Cy 
Bein Subang ~ RB Canaman, Bares, Canaman, Camaros Sur 
EleweroCaere RB Tanaay,Potincon, Tanay, Camannos Norio 
For turner intormanon, погона bidone may сай нйарлопе numbor 841-4000 local 4729, 
Baert in caca ot occurence o! Bood. sor or coc панка lames inat may rosii n the 
‘escalator of hotang ne puan dang on ho poised dala, such pube dng shal uo 
һе on to пом woning day a to samo mo and vonuo 
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pcc меча 
Pagasa sees 21 more storms coming this year 


By Leila В. Salaverria аге expected to enter the Philip- cording to the Philippine Atmo- might not pass through the coun- four cyclones would enter the southwest monsoon. 
pine Area of Responsibility (PAR) spheric, Geophysical and Astro- пу in order to give authorities country’s area of responsibility in In October, Pagasa expects two 
UPTO 21 TROPICAL CYCLONES іп the second half of the year, ас nomical Services Administration. time to prepare for them. July and August. or three cyclones to enter the 
But Pagasa weather bureau He said more cyclones were ex- “From June to September, most PAR, while only one or two cy- 
chief Nathaniel Cruz yesterday pected to enter the PAR from of the cyclones don’t hit us be- clones would come under it in 
said that not all of the 14 to 21 June to September, but these cause of the southwest monsoon November and December. 
“didn” tropical cyclones predicted to were more likely to miss the that pushes the storms toward Tai- “There would just be one or 
Ididn'twant tolookold. — тора the PAR Hom Juneto Philippines because of the south: wan,Japan and China;"hetolde- two typhoons then but their 
And thanks to Nu/Hart, | don't December would actually pass west monsoon, which pushes cy- porters yesterday at a disaster pre- chances of hitting the Philippines 
ies ve elias vant cane through the Philippines. clones away from thie country  paredness conference of фе is higher because of the northeast 
father was bald and 1 knew it could Cruz said the Philippines iden- ^ Pagasaexpectstwotothreecy- Philippine National Red Cross. monsoon,” Cruz said. 
happen to me as well. Sometimes tifies all the cyclones that fall un- clones to enter the PAR in June But he also warned that even He said this was an important 
When | saw my old frends and Pi der the PAR even though they and September, while three to though the cyclones were not fact for disaster relief agencies to 
pranane e тыш iria @ A | | likely to pass through the Philip. know because it could mean that 
5 


e ice, ka tener pines, they could aggravate the there might be more damage 
‘southwest monsoon and thus still brought by the yearend storms, 

туе been hearing about Nu/Hart and /37 bring more rains to the country. Cruz said the cyclones that 
е атон pel ч “We should also be careful duf- would pass through the Philip- 
етме ЦА > ing this period because the рілезіп the last quarter of the year 
Tras in Manta, and they explored the ES storms affect the southwest mon- could possibly hit Luzon and the 
‘Procedure to me іп дей. | scheduled | soon,” һе said. ‘Visayas. He added that Mindanao 
AM HUS unos pc tnim T Cruz said cyclones that enter їз hardly hit by storms because of 
the PAR from June to August usu- йз location near the equator, 

Nu/Hert's solution Is permanent and ally affect northern Luzon, while where storms rarely form. 
completely natural. And whatever you those that come in September are Стиг, meanwhile, said the El Ni- 
не e a expected to affect northern and ño and La Niña were not expected 
Pe t trie dui EAM. Кы Central Luzon. to make their presence felt in the 
Оп the other hand, Cruz said, Philippines unti the end of the year 
fewer cyclones were expected “There is no El Niño and La Ni- 
ГА, 3 from October to December but ña expected to prevail in the next 
CONO i these were more likely to pass three to six months,” Cruz said. 
NU/HART through the Philippines because “There is no abnormality in the 
then the northeast monsoon Pacific Ocean that could result in 

HAIR CLINICS o, would be prevailing over the extreme climatic events.” 
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e Zamboanga Сау Wale Diet, tough s Bids and Awards Commitee I A MEMBER of Greenpeace protests the commerci 
Teen C М ARS QR ri t br hereunder Pampanga (045) 963-0888 genetically engineered papayas that could lead to the collapse of the 


Project fruit’s export market. fOIFHOTOJOHN BONDOC 


Name of Project: Security Service for Water Treatment Plant, Watershed, 
‘Administration & Motorpool Section TRANSPORT WHEEL 
Location: Lot 1: Water Treatment Plant, Lot 2: Watershed Area & Lot с RON RP 
ландыш d маран compen A Y chain system соша lose papaya 
Brief Description: Securty Guarding Agency lor Zamboanga Сау Waler District 
Purchase Requisition Nos. Lot PR No. 8941, Lot 2: PR No. 8994 & Lot 3: PR 


es S 
снна еы | WHEELCHAIR: ; market—Gree npeace 
БЕРЕНЕ Ж AUTO SEAT 
Detar Panid: onra риво terete ee D 
THE COUNTRY MAY LOSE ITS EX- faced with the immediate loss of our, 
Prospective Bidders should have experience in undertaking a similar project within ELIMINATES c port marker ifit starts to develop and major export market which rejects 
пе era acter fred aste лде pue] NEED то аан GJ | ibus тезу engineered genetially ‘modified organisms 
available for the prosecution of the project. LIFT THE, < (GE) papayas, according to an inter- (GMOs). Also, the uncontrollable 
е rational environmental organization. threat of GE contamination on con- 
ыроо еш ЕГ pigs The Philippines could lose із ventional papaya plants willbe ase 
Ташта nop decrotonsry“paseliog” cena. Post Quelfeaton of the lowest Y CHALLENGED Japanese market, which accounted rious problem that will hound farm- 
‘calculated bid shell be conducted, IN AND OUT ы for 81 уш of the. aa ш E for years to a 
Аа pericu тамне ку Ey Sinn ard Soong, Б Sec paya exports last year if it would GE campaigner! mpo sai 
косшы gu E ш OF VEHICLE ЕЮ | sano produe GE papayas in- парнае 
‘of RA. 9184 and its Implementing Rules & Regulations (IRR) stead of organic ones, Greenpeace- eere is a pending application 
badge oxi д Southeast Asia warned. for the commercialization of the 
Tha complete schade o ORE Rete RON Y In а study of Hawaii's experi- СЕ papaya, which is now being 
ence with GE papayas completed tested in Los Baños, Laguna. 
р! 
issuance of Bid Documents ‘Tune 5 to 9, 2008 - last month, Greenpeace said the “The GE papaya was a disaster 
озо June 28,2008 Philippines had gained the export in Hawaii and is unwanted in 
Bid Evaluation June 28 to 30, 2006. market lost by Hawaii when most parts of the world ... There is 
Post-Quaiiication “July 3107, 2008 Japan rejected the GE papayas. nosign in Europe that it is opening 
Notes feat, ESR The Philippines was the 14th up to GMOs,” Ocampo said. 
Вабооирона мй va waitin oriy ю prospective ier won payent ora — top papaya producer in the world “The Hawaiian experience 
CRT eg a een aes = | and the seventh top exporter in with the GE papaya has been a to- 
ELAS E LATON, регина C NM Diese Cots Exclusively distributed by: ALSO AVAILABLE: 2003, earning $1.84 million forex- tal disaster. It is an experience we 
The Zamboanga City Water District assumes no responsibilty whatsoever to PBC CAR ADAPT, INCORPORATED ‘CAROLIFT porting 1467 тетістопз 2003. should not replicate if we want to 
compensate or indemnify bidders for any expenses incurred inthe preparatono! BAUM RCL LER ДЕСУ ГАН Moss for manual and power | "sae GE p n 
the bid Mobile: (0915) 2092 Жон ЧЕ GE papaya is commercialized protect our papaya market," he 
кеша ано, ж. 900-i in the country our farmers will be said. Blanche S. Rivera 
олом 
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` AUTO REPAIR AND The Solar Energy for Rural Electrification for Development (SERED) project is a 


collaboration between SunPower Corporation and Winrock international (WI) under OMBUDSMAN MER- 
the auspices of the USAID Global Development Alliance. The project is intended to | cedias Guriemez has 
strengthen solar energy market development in the Philippines and support the use dismissed three Bureau 
of solar energy for rural electrification, including high value social applications such | of intemal Revenue of- 
Эз schoo! electrification to enable rural distance education. SERED builds on the | ficers for failure to remit 
Succese of the USAID-funded Alliance for Mindanao Off-Grid Renewable Energy | more than P540,000 in 
(AMORE) program, implemented by WI from 2002-2005, as well as activities of the " 

ongoing AMORE II program. M ide 
The objective of this procurement is to solicit responsive offers from qualified | honesty and grave mis- 
‘suppliers to submit proposals for the procurement of 256 units of 20Wp Solar Home conduct were Cebu City 
Systems and 19 units of Sunny Lanterns. Revenue Officer П Dina 
Neri, Antique Revenue. 
AMORE Office Colsetion Officer Myr- 


Unit 1509 Jollibee Plaza enm 
Emerald Avenue, Ortigas Center, Pasig City 1600 bet ak Son 


Tet No: 03 2 6873081 o 82 Malaybalay Оу Re 
Fax. No. +63 (2) 631-8215 enue Collection Of 
Joel Hernan Cortez. 
For a copy of the Request for Proposal kits, please contact Mr. Arthur S. Barrameda, Gutierrez said Neri 
AMORE Procurement Officer, al tel. no 634-1774 or 687-9092 loc 120 or email: failed to remit the 
DRIVE IN FORA CHECK-UP! ~ Alsrameastiamere or ph. Copes ofthe RP wil be avaiable bewen tune Sand | 7220000, in estate 
' тое Ашлы conternce sal be па a tne above address on dune 18 2000 | taes paid by thee 
3f ite AMORE Conference Room lo entertain questions concerning the RIP and 


SEE THE DIFFERENCE AND a tate of the late Wilfre- 
face үне RESULT е [шы] | Prone actions диш. a pn 
erum i Тотой, on ihe other 
us g амм Deadline for submission of proposals is June 23, 2006, 5:00 pm. Late proposals will 
ALLMAJORCREDIT CARDS ACCEPTED) pantie тим Баб accepted. Please reler to ihe RIP for specific instructions on proposal | hand, Guiemez sad, 
am CENTER A ARIAZ VENUE йшй |. ZN e submission. falsified some of her ool- 
ovo, comes нйн: MANOT | rar | rank squane z р lection repons for the 
8922212 © 8922213 ө 8922214 - - - Winrock International (WI) reserves the right to reject any or all Applications for Pre- | months of April 2000; 
8867552 © 8867551 THISWAY С qualification, waive any required formality therein, and accept the bid and award he | Apri, June and July 
Subcontract to the most advantageous offer to the project. WI assumes no | 2001 and June 2003, 


responsibility to compensate or indemnity the bidder for any expense or loss that may | resulting in а los of 
be incurred for the preparation of the bids, nor does it guarantee an award willbe | рау 751 58 in collec- 


eges tions for those months. 
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Gov't agents seize ivory 
tusks from religious store 


By Blanche S. Rivera mand in the world market, fetching a mini 
E mum of $50 per kg. A tusk of good quality сап 
5 CUSTOMS AND ENVIRONMENT AGENTS RAIDED fetch a price of as high as $100 per kg, the 
па store selling religious images in Sta. Cruz, Manila, DENR said. 
> yesterday following a tip about a lost shipment of Сога Davis, the Metro Manila director of the 

6,000 kilograms of ivory tusks, worth at least P30 DENR, said the BOC has been surveying religious 
x million, that had been confiscated at the South Har- Stores selling ivory images since last month 
п bor last November. when the bureau discovered that the tusks had 

The National Anti-Environment Crime Task Force disappeared from the ATI container. 
› (МАЕСТР) confiscated 94 different images made of у... 

iivory 35 pieces of elephant tusks and 81 kgs of Missing 
>зстар from used tusks at the Our Lady of Manaoag It was not clear, however, how the BOC was able 
‘religious shop. to confirm that the tusks found at the Our Lady of 
" Members of the task force also went to the house Manaoag shop were from the shipment that was 
‘ofthe shop's owner in Parafiaque last night and dis- Seized at South Harbor in November and which had 
© covered that more ivory tusks had been loaded in gone missing. 

-tthe owner's Honda СКМ Reyes has ordered the creation of another 

"The NAECTF agents were still waiting for the task force to investigate how the ivory tusks dis- ni 

‘sownterioarrivearfishomeatpresstime, Policesaid appeared from the ВОСЗ custody at South Har- CUSTOMS and DENR agents seize religious images made of ory from the Our Lady of Manaoag store in 
they would tow the vehicle if the owner re- bor. Sta. Cruz, Manila. 

fused to cooperate. 


Tusks intact 

‘The BOC reported the loss of the tusks only 
yesterday during a meeting with the Depart- 
ment of Environment and Natural Resources, 
which is the agency authorized to take cus- 
tody of the seized tusks. 

The BOC claimed the tusks were lost 
while in the custody of Asian Terminals 
Inc., where the 40-ft container van con- 
taining the shipment of tusks and mineral 
stones was being kept since November 

005. 
During the meeting, it was also learned 
n that customs agents at the Майа had confiscat- 
ed another illegal shipment of ivory tusks in 
October 2005 but this remained intact in the 
BOC's custody. 


| DENR property 
. Environment Undersecretary Roy 
ЖКуатко said ће BOC had rejected the 
ЕМА” many requests for the confiscat- 
зей tusks to be turned over to its Protect- 
ed Areas and Wildlife Bureau (PAWB). 
As the country's representative to the Con- 
vention on International Trade for Endan- 
s gered Species (CITES), the PAWB is supposed 
Доо take custody of items produced from en- 
 dangered animals. 
w "Ме don't know why they refused to 
give it to us. They have their own rea- 
. Sons... The tusks are supposed to be DENR 
‘property. It was the DENR that provided 
‘the information that led to the confisca: 
ition of the tusks,” Kyamko said in a phone 
interview. 


147 


i Trans-shipment route 
Environment Secretary Angelo Reyes, who 
кһеадз the МАЕСТЕ is helping a visiting team 
jfrom the Lusaka Task Force, an international 
group that is investigating how the contra- B 8 
„band goods found their way to the Philip- Au T " 
‘pines. reds 
< The Lusaka Task Force, which will be in the ia L? 
2 country for a week, is looking into reports 1 i 


— 


that the Philippines may have become the 
, new trans-shipment route for illegal traders 1 
s, of ivory tusks after arrests were made in Hong L MORRIE íG 
Kong and Vietnam. i 
African elephant tusks are much in de- no } 
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THE дну й a HEY 
GospeL [ша 


Wednesday, June 7, 2006 
9th Weekin Ordinary Time 

1st Reading: 

Gospel: 

The Sadducees came to Jesus. Since they 
claim that there is no resurrection, they ques- 
tioned him in this way, "Master, in the Scrip- 
tures Moses gave us this law: ‘If anyone dies 
and leaves a wife but no children, his brother 
must take the wife and give her a child who 
will be considered the child of his deceased 
brother’ Now, there were seven brothers. The 
first married a wife, but he died without leav- 
ing any children. The second took the wife 
and he, too, died leaving no children. The 
same thing happened to the third. Finally the 
seven died leaving no children. Last of all the 
woman died. Now, in the resurrection, to 
which of them will she be wife? For the seven 
had her as wife." 

Jesus replied, “You could be wrong in this 
regard because you understand neither the 
Scriptures nor the power of God. When they 
rise from the dead, men and women do not 
marry but are like the angels in heaven. 

Now, about the resurrection of the dead, 
have you never reflected on the chapter of the 
burning bush in the book of Moses? God said 
to him: 1 am the God of Abraham, the God of 
Isaac and the God of Jacob. Now, he is the 
God, not of the dead but of the living. You are 
totally wrong.” 

Commentary 

Paul exhorts Timothy to be bold and let loose 
the Spirit that he has been given, to express it in — ran a itti aoa T ie ESS дим SANTEE RUBRI EDI a Na Ct 
wisdom and testimony that is strong and lov- 
ing, and to be holy. We have been entrusted 
with the grace of the crucified and risen Jesus 


. 
and we are to live in that light and power. 
Jesus battles the Sadducees. They mock hint 
about eternal life, but he boldly tells them they 
know nothing, for life in God is nothing like life 


here on earth. God is the God of life, and that is 
meant to be ever more abundant life here and 
now. Hereafter follows upon our lives lived in 


. 
God now. 
Glaretian Publications Inc., 8 Mayumi St, UP Vil- 
legs Dinan, Quezon С, ÜP О бк 4, Diwan, 
1101 Quezon Ciy; Tel: 021-3984; Fax: 921-7429; 


E-mail: ca@elaret org: Websites: hup//vvw bibie. 
геог (Clarenan Publications Inc) & htip//mis- 
опале? clare org (Clarenans in the Philippines) 
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Reds seek resumption of talks on rights violations 


By Norman Bordadora killings involving 265 victims, ac- in 2004 to oversee the implemen- harassed by government forces, venue for the two parties to dis- statement, 
cording to a list provided by the tation of their previous agreement Palo said. cuss the complaints together and "The (government) has re- 

THE COMMUNIST-LED NATION- NDE They include people killed in on respect for human rights. Palo said she herself had been determine whethertherewerein- fused any JMC meetings until the 
al Democratic Front yesterday alleged summary executions and tailed by motorcycle-riding men deed human rights violations and resumption of formal talks which 
pressed the government to ге. 102 killed in alleged massacres. Dependent on peace talks оп her way to the JMC offices in that inactionon the 799 was nota the (government) itself has sus- 
sume talks on nearly 800 cases of The JMC is funded by the Quezon City. reason to dissolve the JMC. pended,” Agcaoile said, stressing 
alleged human rights violations Oversight body Dutch government, which is bro- ` “The two motorcycles followed |. that the implementation of the 
by both sides despite the break- Тһе cases also include “forced kering the peace talks. us the entire stretch of E. Ro- Military response two sides’ agreement on human 
down of peace negotiations. disappearances” of 45 people. “The (govenrment) panel is driguez, maintaining a distance Composed of government and rights was not dependent on the 

Out of the total of 799 com- Details of 106 complaints trying to equate the convening of of one or two vehicles even if NDF representatives, the JMC is formal peace negotiations. 
plaints of alleged violations re- against communist armed groups the JMC with the resumption of there wasnovehiclebetween us,” tasked to monitor implementa- Аз a result, the JMC has not 
Eeived by a joint government-NDF were not immediately available. the peace talks. They are saying Palo said, recalling an incident tion of the human rights agree- conducted any joint investigation 
panel, 693 involved abuses by Реасе talks broke down about that there willbenoJMCmeeting she said happened on May 31. ment between the two sides. The of the complaints, he said, 
government security forces while two years ago after the govern- unless the peace talks resume,” “(They) did not attempt to over- joint secretariat, or JS, is its ad- Тһе military threw back at the 
106 were blamed on NDF armed ment accused the rebels of con- said Marissa Dumanjug-Palo, take us and alwaysrodediagonal ministrative and technical staff. rebels their allegations that sol- 
groups, a panel member said. tinued attacks and the NDF head of the NDF section of the from each other.” The JMC and the JS are com- diers and paramilitary groups 

‘The NDF call for discussions on protested against the inclusion of JMC's joint secretariat. posed of Under their bilateral were behind the killings of mili 
the cases coincided with a resur- the rebels in the so-called foreign “That should not be the case Importance of JMC agreement, the JMC is supposed tants, saying a “special operation 
gence of Killings of political ас. terrorist list of the United States because the human tights agenda _Shedescribed one ofthe motor. to meet at least every three team” of the New People's Army 
tivists around the country, which апа the European Union. has already been agreed upon by cycles as а “motorbike, the kind months. rebels was behind the murders 
leftist groups blamed on govern- The 799 cases are pending be- the two parties,” Palo said in a used by SWAT policemen”, and “However, since its last meet- based on what it said were sub- 
ment and paramilitary groups. fore the Joint Monitoring Com- media briefing atthe JMC offices. said the other was much bigger, ing on 15 April 2004, theJMChas _versive documents. With reports 

“The complains fled against gov- mittee (JMC) created by govem- То make matters worse, some NDF legal consultant Edre not met again,” JMC co-chair for Delfin T Mallari, Southern Lu- 
emen forces include 183 casesof ment and NDF peace negotiators members of NDF group are being Olalia said the JMC was a useful the NDF Fidel Agcaoili, said in a zon Bureau, and PDI Research 


CA committee 
backs Esperon 
promotion 


By Juliet Labog-Javellana 


‘THE DEFENSE COMMITTEE OF THE COMMIS- 
sion on Appointments yesterday endorsed the 
confirmation of Maj. Gen. Hermogenes Esperon 
Jr's promotion to lieutenant general despite the 
vigorous objection of Sen. Rodolfo Biazon. 

Biazon had asked the committee to defer ac- 
tion on the promotion of Esperon, commander 
of the Philippine Army, until after the Armed 
Forces or Malacafiang has submitted a military 
fact-finding committee's report on allegations 
that Esperon and other generals were involved 
in the rigging of the 2004 elections to ensure 
President Macapagal-Arroyo's victory. 

But Rep. Jurdin Jesus Romualdo, chair of 
the CA defense committee, overruled Віагоп 
motion and the rest of the committee decided 
to endorse Esperon's confirmation to the СА 
caucus and plenary session today, Biazon 
would be allowed to raise his objection anew 
today, Romualdo said. 

Rep. Prospero Pichay Jr, committee vice 
chair, said Esperon will most likely be con- 
firmed today because it will be the last ple- 
тагу session of the CA before Congress ad- 
journs on Friday. 

“There is a good possibility he will be coh- 
firmed tomorrow. After all he's not responsi- 
ble (for the Mayuga report," Pichay said. 

Biazon maintained that Esperon should not 
be promoted to the next rank until the Mayu- 
ga report is submitted to the commission. 


n 
He said the CA should examine the Mayuga 
THERE’S A COOL CHANGE COMING. ерус сло 
S are fit for their positions. He said the allegations 
about the involvement of Esperon in the alleged 
election cheating in Mindanao were serious. 

“I have not made a conclusion as to the 
guilt or innocence of this general; what need 
isa resolution of the issue," Biazon said. 

He said if the President really wants Esper- 
on’s promotion, she should release the Mayu- 
ga report to the commission. 

Esperon said he would not answer ques- 
tions about the Mayuga report or about the 
election fraud when Biazon and Sen. Jinggoy 
Estrada, who also opposes the promotion, 
question him in today's CA session. 

"Lam submitting myself to the wisdom of the 
members of the commission," Esperon said. 

Esperon and the other general's involve- 
ment ín the alleged election fraud surfaced in. 
the "Hello Garci” apes. A military committee. 
headed by Navy chief Vice Admiral Mateo 
Mayuga investigated the allegations and sub- 
sequently cleared the generals, but its report 
жав never released in full 


Land mine kills 
2 Marines in South 


TWO MARINES WERE KILLED YESTERDAY 
when one of them stepped on an improvised 
land mine while they were on patrol їп Tawi- 
Tawi, a military spokesperson said. 

‘Two clans fighting over land and the Abu 
Sayyaf terror group were among those sus- 
pected of planting the mine. 

‘The Marines, a first lieutenant and a pri- 
vate who were not identified, were from the 
11th Marine Battalion based in Tawi-Tawi. 
They were patrolling in Barangay Daldatal 
outside Sapa-Sapa town when one of them 
stepped on an improvised explosive device, 
Lt. Col. Ariel Caculitan said. 

"The officer involved was trying to settle 
the differences between the two parties bu 
unfortunately, on the way they had an ac 
dent,” said Caculitan, adding that no other 
details were immediately available. 

А day carlier, Marines recovered an unex- 
ploded improvised land mine. 

Caculitan said one of the two clans could 
have planted the mines to try to keep the oth- 
eraway from the disputed piece of land. 

Caculitan said no shots were fired at the 
Marines after the blast, which usually fol- 
lowed a rebel ambush. 

The Muslim extremist Abu Sayyaf group 
and bandits also operate in area, 

"We still don't know who was behind the 
blast but the Abu Sayyaf is among the threat 
groups in the area,” Caculitan said. AP; AFP. 


~ У 


Vol. 21 No. 179 O 


Rescue 


ESTERDAY THE NATION NEWSPAPER OF THAI- 
Y land published an editorial on educational reform. 
It said that what should be a great national priority 
is foundering; the ongoing political crisis in that country 
means that the “master plan to modernize the education 
system has not only ground to a halt but may even shift 
into reverse.” Thailand’s educational system, according 
to the editorial, is “inefficient and 
badly run,” and “bogged down by bar- 
gaining between hesitant politicians 
and teachers fighting to maintain the status quo.” 

Thai policy was meant to decentralize the educational 
system; bureaucracies have been subdivided but don't 
necessarily talk to each other. Worst of all, the Thai 
newspaper says, “teachers tend to stick to the old cor- 
ruption-prone patronage system instead of a meritocra- 
су, and often have an outdated mindset that discourages 
adoption of innovative teaching methods.” As in the 
Philippines, the paper says that the “only big improve- 
ment has been the substantial salary increase for teach- 
ers, But the government failed to use the pay adjustment 
to motivate them to be more innovative in their teaching 
techniques and adopt the new student-centered learn- 
ing style.” 

We put forward the Thai view not only because it 
echoes Philippine concerns but because it indicates that 
education is a regional concern and, indeed, crisis. 

Educators in Bicol, for example, a model in many ways 
for the possibilities and realistic achievements local ini- 
tiatives and empowerment can accomplish, have put for- 
ward many interesting and innovative proposals for ed- 
ucational reform. The first of their proposals is to do 
away with the administrative layers that eat up funds be- 
fore they can tangibly affect students. This can be done 
by having provinces and cities directly disburse income 
allocated for education. Local governments can raise 
salaries and the qualifications required to retain a teach- 
ing position. Local responsibility for the quality of edu- 
cation also makes education a local elections issue. 

This means, too, flexibility to adopt methods that 
make more rational use of the existing educational in- 
frastructure. One of our reports last Monday pointed to 
the concept of vouchers, in which the state subsidizes 
the education of students who can't be accommodated 
in the public schools but can't afford private education. 
Former Education Undersecretary Juan Miguel Luz, in 
his commentary, explained the efforts of GATSPE, which 
can educate a class of 50 students in private schools 
through subsidies amounting to P200,000 as compared 
to the P625,000 it would cost the public school system to 
build, furnish and staff a new classroom. 

Indeed, ata budget allocation of P4,000 per student in 
the GATSPE program, savings of P400 per student can be 
realized, the measly annual expenditure for the Filipino 
child being P4,600. This indicates an inferior education 
as it is, as our report last Monday showed. For that 
amount, a 20 percent passing average for the Upcat en- 
trance exam is achieved. But raise the amount to 
P17,900, the amount currently spent in science high 
schools, and competitiveness is doubled, to a passing 
rate of 40 percent. Spend P68,000 per student, as the 
Philippine Science High School does, and the passing 
rate becomes a world-class 90 percent. Some educators 
in Naga City calculate that greater local control on edu- 
cation spending would allow P6,667 to be actually spent 
on students there—a significant increase by any mea- 
sure. 

But education reform—or rescue, as it should be prop- 
erly called in our country’s case—requires many things. 
Increased private and public sector partnerships, for 
one. Stripping away bureaucratic layers and finding a 
mechanism to make the bureaucracy answerable to the 
people, for another. Discarding outdated fetishes such as 
insisting on building classrooms while disregarding the 
shortage of teachers or the need to train better ones, 
even as private schools operate far below peak capacity. 
The national goal must be not to go through the motions 
of educating children, but rather finding every way, spe- 
cially new ways, to ensure every child is educated better, 
and with better value. 
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IDONT UNDERSTAND IT. THIS CHARADE 
has been going on for 13 years now. I am re- 
minded of it again because of the lack of water 
їп many areas in Metro Manila and environs. 
Plus the current controversy over a proposed 
housing project, being pushed by shadowy 
characters under mysterious circumstances in- 
side the La Mesa watershed, that will pollute 
the water in the reservoir. 

Here are the facts: 

* La Mesa Dam is the principal source of wa- 
ter for 12 million residents of the metropolis. 
Aside from the water generated by its own wa- 
tershed, additional water is piped in from Angat 
and Ipo dams in Bulacan. In addition, many 
subdivisions, factories, commercial establish- 
ments, as well as individual homes, source their 
water from deep wells. So much fresh water is 
being sucked out that the underground aquifers 
are running dry and salt water is taking its place 
in the aquifers. Result: Water being pumped out 
of the wells is salty. 

*Because of this, the National Water Re- 
sources Board has prohibited the use of deep 
welis and the drilling of more. “If water contin- 
ues to be sucked out,” said NWRB Executive Di- 
rector Ramon Alikpala, “the ground above the 
aquifers will subside, making them more su 
ceptible to floods.” But he quickly added that he 
could stop residents and establishments in three 
cities (Las Piñas, Parafiaque and Muntinlupa) 
from using deep wells “because of a lack of an 
alternative water source in these areas." He pro- 
posed that deep wells be banned in the rest of 
Metro Manila, 

* While many areas are engulfed by gigantic 
floods after the slightest thunderstorm, drink- 
ing water is scarce. We see evidence of that daily 
on TV as residents in poorer areas line up for 
water with all sorts of containers. 

* Every summer, there is a shortage of water 
—not only for drinking and washing but also for 
agriculture. When а major pipeline from Angat 
is blocked or damaged, much of Metro Manila 
goes thirsty for days while the damage is re- 


RAUL GONZALEZ IS PISSED OFF AT TIME 
magazine reporter Nelly Sindayen. He has an 
interpretation for why she refuses to appear 
before him to reveal the names of those who 
attended a meeting in Jose Cojuangco's place 
last Feb. 24: “I think she's sympathetic to the 
other side." 

Tam tempted to say that Ican understand why 
Gonzalez does not understand the first thing 
about journalism since he is not a journalist. But 
he doesn’t understand the first thing about jus- 
tice either, and he is supposed to be the justice 
secretary. His lack of understanding about things 
has nothing to do with professions, it's congeni- 
tal. 

its a cardinal principle in a democracy that a 
journalist may not be compelled to reveal his 
sources or testify against people. He may do so if 
he wishes, but he may not be compelled to do it. 
The exercise of his profession demands that he 
keep certain things secret. He betrays confiden- 
tiality, his sources will dry up and he will no 
longer be able to pursue his story It is to protect 
the publics right to know that democracy pro- 
tects the journalists right to not divulge certain 
things. 
It has Ше to do with being sympathetic to 
one side or the other, although journalists, for all 
their ейоп at objectivity, can't always help but 
feel sympathetic toward certain things. Particu- 
larly when the issues are starkly etched in black 
and white, in good and evil. The great Ed Mur- 
Tow did not stop being objective while waging а 
crusade against the truly evil Joseph McCarthy 
and was clearly sympathetic to the cause of liber- 
ty against an order builton terror and paranoia. I 
don't know if Nelly feels the same way, but I 
know I do. If journalists feel sympathetic to а 
side these days, it is not their fault. Ic is the fault 
ofa regime that has made itself utterly unsympa- 
thetic. 

But far more than that, what in hell is Gonza- 
Jez complaining about? There is no law in а 
democracy that compels journalists to reveal 
their sources or inform the world about the back- 
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paired. 

* While the two water concessionaires are 
busy laying down new pipes, little or no water 
comes out of these pipes. There just isn't 
enough water to supply the needs ofthe popula- 
tion. 

The government is dreaming of harnessing 
the Laiban Dam near Quezon, but that is 
decades away. The government keeps talking 
about pumping up water from Laguna and Taal 
lakes, but those are also still dreams. 

* Yet there is a ready source of fresh water in 
a reservoir nearby. All you have to do is connect 
а new pipe from the reservoir to the La Mesa 
reservoir a few kilometers downstream and you 
have millions of gallons of additional water dai- 
ly. Every day millions of gallons of water just 
flow over the dam to the Marikina and Pasig 
rivers, and out to sea. 

"This is the mystery that 1 don't understand. 
We have a perennial shortage of water, there isa 
ready source of water to relieve the shortage, 
but the government agencies in charge of water. 
do not want to tap it. This is the Wawa Dam in 
Montalban (now renamed Rodriguez) which 
used to be the main source of water of Manila, 

Here's an even deeper mystery: A Filipino 
company that has helped put up a big dam in 
the Cordilleras is offering to tap Wawa 
Dam—for free! There is no legal obstacle to 
the proposal, but the NWRB is using the 
longest red tape in the world to delay the 
project. This has been going on for the last 13 
years. Why? 

‘Another mystery: Recently, Manila Water 
proudly announced that it would supply water 
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ground of their stories. But there is a law that 
‘compels public officials, never mind ordinary cit 
izens, to reveal what they know about wrongdo- 
ing. There is a law that says public officials must 
appear before Congress when they are sum- 
moned to shed light on the truth, which is the 
foundation of law and justice. There is a law—in 
а democracy, anyway—that says government 
must be transparent at all times, its existence 
resting on the sufferance of the people. You 
may—no, you must—force them under pain of 
being fired or doing time to tell what they know 
about wrongdoing. That is a law that exists not 
justin the statute books but in human hearts. 

Yet you do пог find Gonzalez demanding that 
that law be obeyed. You find him demanding 
that that law be screwed. His boss, GMA herself, 
has done what no other president before her, is 
cluding Ferdinand Marcos, has ever dane, which 
is to prevent under pain of prosecution, court 
martial, or jail, or all of the above, any govern- 
‘ment official from appearing before the Senate 
without her permission to talk about wrongdo- 
ing under her. Or more to the point, by her. 

"The Supreme Court has already scrapped that 
atrocity—heaven forbid we call ita law— saying 
it has as much place in democracy as porno- 
graphic pictures in church. The Supreme Court 
has already rescinded that madness— heaven 
forbid we attribute any sanity to i — saying it be- 
longs only to a country that has barbed wires 
strung around it. Yet government officials still 
refuse to appear before Senate hearings. Eduar- 
do Ermita says the order is still їп force since it 
has been appealed before the courts, as though 
the concept of government officals being 


to Antipolo and neighboring towns. Where will 
the water come from? From La Mesa! Water 
from La Mesa would be pumped up, at consid- 
erable expense, to Antipolo, etc. 

"Why not from Мама Dam?" I asked. "It's al- 
ready there.” 

No answer Ponder this: Water will be 
pumped from La Mesa, which is already short of 
water supply, to several communities that al- 
ready has a reservoir full of water that flows 
uselessly out to sea every day. Whereis the logic 
there? 

It appears that 1 am not the only опе per- 
plexed by the mysteries. I received a letter from 
the proponent of tapping the Wawa Dam, Oscar 
Violago, owner of the San Lorenzo Ruiz 
Builders & Developers Group, who has also read 
the NWRB statements. He is wondering why the. 
NWRB has given it the runaround. I have posed 
the same question to Alikpala a couple of times, 
and I couldn't get a satisfactory answer. 

“It is unfortunate that the NWRB, after all 
these years, is now admitting that it has not 
допе anything to ensure that the water supply 
of Metro Manila would be sufficient and that it 
now says it has no alternative water source in 
sight,” Violago said in his letter. "This leads us to 
ask again why, after 13 years of bureaucratic 
runaround (we applied for our water permit in 
1993), the NWRB has yet to approve our com- 
рапух water permit to extract, supply and de- 
liver the water from Wawa Dam to Metro Mani- 
1а. We are willing and able to supply upwards of 
15 million cubic meters of potable water per 
day, which is more than enough to solve once 
and for all the perennial water crisis.” 

We cannot understand NWRB's frame of 
mind,” Violago continued. "We have repeatedly 
stated that our project would be at no cost to the 
government and that all risks would be to our 
account... We wonder how many more years 
Metro Manila will have to endure this lack of 
water when by a single stroke of the pen, Direc- 
tor Alikpala and the NWRB can make the water. 
shortage a thing of the past.” 


gagged can possibly have any merit by the ways 
of heaven and earth, 

You do not find Gonzalez irascibly demanding 
that Brig. Gen. Francisco Gudani and Col. 
‘Alexander Balutan be allowed—no, compelled 
—1 appear before the Senate and tell the world 
what they know, and that if GMA is preventing 
them from doing so it can only be because she is 
sympathetic to the other side, which is herself 
You do not find Gonzalez thundering forth with a 
сом! that Gudani and Balutan were by their own 
admission at the scene of the crime and therefore 
in an absolute position to name the criminals. We 
find him instead remembering only that there isa. 
pathetic attempt by his boss to cling to an order 
she issued capriciously, which the Supreme Court 
has already junked along with the day's garbage, 
because like her very existence it still hangs by 
the thread of a tenuous appeal. 

s there any reason why Nelly Sindayen 
should be forced to appear before Gonzalez? No. 
Atthevery least she has a journalistic right not to 
cough up her sources, and at the very most she 
has a human right not to throw up before such a 
sight. Is there any reason why Gudani and Balu- 
tan should be allowed to appear before the Sen- 
ate? Yes. At the very least every citizen, not to 
speak of government official, has the duty to re- 
port what is wrong, and at the very most what 
they have to report is a matter of life and death 
forthe nation. 

1s there any compelling need for Nelly Sin- 
dayen to shed light on the plot to oust GMA? 
No. At the very least the leaders of the plot аге 
well known to government and have for co-con- 
spirators 65 percent of the population, and at 
the very most a certified plotter has no business 
complaining about presumed plots to over- 
throw a president. Is there a compelling need 
for Gudani and Balutan to shed light on who 
‘won the vote in Muslim Mindanao? Go figure, 

Sindayen refuses to do as Gonzalez bids? 
Well, we may not get justice in this country un- 
der this justice secretary and his boss, but now 
and then we can still et some very poetic one, 
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 AYEAR AFTER SURVIVING THE POLITICAL CRISIS 
generated by the disclosure of the infamous Garcil 
ano tapes, the Arroyo administration is marking the 
event as a watershed. 

Making an assessment of the performance of the 
Arroyo presidency two years after her election in 
2004, Press Secretary Ignacio Bunye had to gall to 
suggest at the Newsmakers Forum that President 
Macapagal-Arroyo had weathered the crisis un- 
scathed, and that it's now time to put the turbu- 
Тепсе of 2005-2006 behind. "I think today is better 
than yesterday and tomorrow will even be better,” 
hesaid. 

Bunye did not offer any basis for the claim more 
solid than the mere fact that the administration has 
survived, In highlighting political survival as the 
main accomplishment of the administration during 
the first two years of its second term, he has pro- 
voked the issue to be raised of how big a price the 
nation had to pay for this. More important than the 
survival ofthe administration in the past two years, 
it may be asked whether the country will survive 
another four years of the Arroyo presidency. 

‘The turmoil of the past 12 months has left the 
President deeply wounded, and the administration 
severely damaged and limping. It is astonishing 
how on the basis of just muddling through, the. 
President can declare with absolute confidence 
that she would “stay on аз President until 2010 and 
not one day later” 

‘The President has survived by digging deep into. 
the reserve powers of the presidency to defend 
Fortress Malacafiang from a year of sustained siege 
by her political foes. The field of combat is littered 
with many casualties, National emergency was de- 
clared in February, leaving in its wake damaged in- 
stitutions that guarantee political liberties. The 
emergency and the battle for survival have re- 
‘opened old cleavages between the Left and the mil- 
itary Right and have polarized the nation again 
along this ideological and social divide. 

‘Administration defenders base their rosy outlook 


IN RESPONSE TO REPORTS OF CHILD TRAF- 
ficking and kidnapping, the Department of Social 
Welfare and Development (DSWD) decades ago 
required minors who were traveling abroad unac- 
companied by any adult, or by an adult who was 
neither a parent nor a guardian, to present a trav- 
el clearance before being allowed to leave the 
country. 

‘This was because Filipino children at that time 
were either being smuggled out of the country for 
sex trafficking or other exploitative purposes, or 
spirited out by one parent or a guardian as a way of 
skirting disputes over custody: While the clearances 
have proven effective in curbing child trafficking 
and Kidnapping, parents have also complained 
about the extra work needed to secure clearances 
‘even when they were traveling with their own chil- 
dren. I remember, while my children were still mi- 
sors, making sure I always brought with me a copy 
of my children’s birth certificates and our marriage 
contract, as well as a letter of authorization from 
my husband, whenever I needed to travel abroad 
with one or both my children. It was an annoyance, 
true, bur still better than risking trauma and major 
inconvenience at the airport 

Now, "based on the actual experiences of the 
field implementers and other stakeholders," Social 
Welfare Secretary Esperanza Cabral has issued 
amendments to the guidelines for minors traveling 
abroad, It may come a little late, as the season for 
vacations abroad has ended with the opening of 
school here, but it should prove useful in he future. 

The DSWD says the amended guidelines "simpli- 
fy and shorten application (for) and issuance of 
travel clearance." 

"The travel clearance can be used for multiple 
travels within the one-year validity period, provid- 
ed that conditions under which the travel clearance 
was issued have not changed. If a change in condi- 
tions occur, like change of traveling companion, а 
new travel clearance must be secured,” says the 
DSWD. "A child traveling with either parent or with 
his or her solo parent or legal guardian does not 
need a travel clearance or the Parental Travel Per- 
mit, which was previously required for a minor 
traveling with only one parent.” 


A clash 


FILIPINOS TRAVELING IN CHINA HAVE NO 
problem adapting to food, unless these are exotic 
items, like bears paw, stewed rat, or roasted 
snake. Unlike Americans who balk at eating fish 
head or our favorite lechon head, complete with 
ап apple in its snout, we have no problem with 
serving things whole. We are also comfortable 
with having live fish, shrimp or crab cooked at 
table-side, while others find this mode of cooking 
and serving inhumane. 

Gilda Cordero-Remando was once commis- 
sioned to write a Filipino cookbook for a British 
publisher, who insisted on editing out important. 
details like watching a crab or shrimp tum from 
dull black or grey to a delicious bright red as itis 
being cooked. She was told that crabs, for exam- 
ple, had to be electrocuted with a rod before being 
cooked. Gilda refused to be edited on the grounds 
that we may be inhumane to things we eat, but we 
‘are—or we try to be—humane to people. Needless 
to say the book never saw print. 

Thelate E. Aguilar Cruz once told me ofa group. 
of American women, members of the Society for 
the Prevention of Cruelty to Animals (SPCA) who 
complained about the wild birds that were being. 
peddled along the Pampanga stretch of MacArthur. 
Highway (this was in the days before the North Lu- 
zon Expressway was built). The concerned women. 
tried to influence public opinion on the way the 
birds were tied upside-down in the heat. Perhaps 
they didn’t know that when these birds were 
dressed for cooking, their feathers were plucked 
out while they were still alive to maintain the ten- 
demess of the meat. Did they even know that 
ducks were not slaughtered quickly through de- 
capitation but drowned in a bowl of vinegar, again 
to preserve йв flavor and tendemess when 
cooked 

As a boy it was traumatic for me to watch live 
catfish or eel being bludgeoned to death by our 
cook or to hear a pig squeal before its throat was 
slit and its blood gathered in a basin before it was 
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for the remaining four years on the claim that the 
President had faced down the mass resignation of 
key Cabinet members last July quashed an im- 
peachment complaint in the House, wore down a 
campaign of street protests demanding her ouster, 
and aborted a coup attempt. They cite economic da- 
ta showing the economy grew 5.5 percent in the first 
quarter, higher than the 4.2 percent growth of last 
Year, the rise of the peso exchange rate, the rally of 
the stock market, and the value-added tax reform. 
‘They daim that the administration now sits on more 
solid footing than a year ago and “is prepared to 
make tough, maybe unpopular decisions, to see to it 
that economic programs are really implemented.” 

‘The thrust of this statement is that the economy 
can take off despite political uncertainty and insta- 
bility, but the other aspect of this is that stability 
can be ensured by political repression and the cur- 
‘ailment of political liberties. But this presentation 
ignores the costs of political stability that is not 
founded on political consensus but secured by re- 
pressive measures. Already we are reaping a heavy 
price from this policy of repression and of regime 
survival built on the strategy of fanning social con- 
flit, with the mounting death toll of people brand- 
ей as enemies of the regime. 

The regime's presentation of the political out- 
ook suggests that its survival has been purchased. 
at the price of blood and continuing politcal strife. 
From a more sinister political aspect, the regime is 
offering a formula for economic takeoff, that is, 
economic benefits in exchange for political repres- 
sion and a guaranteed tenure until 2010. 


Traveling with childr 


At LARGE 


Rina Jimenez-David | s. À 
WHO needs a travel clearance? Any minor (be- 
low 18 years old) traveling alone to a foreign 
‘country except children whose parents are in 
the foreign service, are living abroad or are im- 
migrants (provided they have the necessary 
documentation), and any minor traveling 
abroad accompanied by a person other than 
his/her parents. 

Мо clearance is needed when a child is travel- 
ing with both ot either parents or with his/her 
solo parents or legal guardian, again, provided 
the needed documentation is made available 
(such as the death certificate of one parent, or 
certification that no marriage took place in the 
case of a single parent). 

Applications for travel clearance together 

with the supporting documents required should 
be submitted or filed by the parent or legal 
guardian or a duly authorized representative at 
any DSWD Field or regional office. Application 
forms may be obtained from any DSWD field of- 
fice or travel clearance office. They may also be 
downloaded from the DSWD website 
www.dswd.gov.ph. More information on apply- 
ing for and getting a Travel Permit may also be 
obtained from the same website. 
FOUR Filipinas—Jennifer Dugena, US-based Eliza. 
Escano, Estrella Santos and Vivian Limpin, who 
contributed her poem “Soltera,” published in the 
‘Sunday Inquirer Magazine a few years back—are 
included in a unique anthology of women's works 
entitled “Imagining Ourselves.” 

‘The book is the result of a brainstorm of Paula 
Goldman, a PhD candidate at Harvard, who 
asked herself the question: “What defines to- 


One year after ‘Garci’ 


‘The turmoil ofthe past 12 months has revealed 
the glaring institutional weaknesses of Philippine 
democracy It exposed the consolidation of political 
powers by the President during the past five years, 
allowing her to acquire a majority in the House and 
to build a strong pary coalition through 
Lakas—resources crucial to killing an impeach- 
ment complaint—and to mobilize rural and local 
government support to counter urban-based at- 
tempts to unseat her. 

‘The turmoil unmasked the weakness of the in- 
stitutiona opposition, highlighted by the Lakas 
majority in the House, and the fragmented distri 
bution of seats to parties in the Senate, where 
members act as individuals, or small blocs, more 
than as party members. 

"This has resulted in developments favorable to 
the President and the division of Congress on key 
initiatives designed to keep her in power and serve 
ош her term. The President has taken advantage of 
the truncation of Congress to push her campaign 
for constitutional change leading toa shift from the 
presidential to the parliamentary system. The 
House of Representatives and the Senate are divid- 
ed over the mode of constitutional change: 
whether to do it through a constituent assembly or 
through а constitutional convention. The House 
‘wants a constituent assembly, while the Senate 
‘wants a convention. This division foreshadows a 
period of legislative stalemate. 

"This balance of forces is the basis for the Presi- 
dents belief that she will stay in power until 2010, 
not her ability to deliver economic results. The fail- 
ure of her opponents to mobilize mass protests to 
oust her through another people power uprising 
makes the regime believe it can run roughshod 
over resistance to her continued stay in power. 

The President’ strategy for hanging on to power 
promises intensification of conflict and turmoil in 
the next four years. A few flash points stand in the 
way, including the Cha-cha issue and political re- 
pression. 


en 


day's generation of women?” 

“Curious about how the experiences of this new 
generation of adult women differed from those 
who had come before,” Goldman, says a press re- 
lease, “thought a book could showcase the power 
and talent of this group to a wider audience.” Join- 
ing forces with the International Museum of Wom- 
en in San Francisco, Goldman sent out a call for 
submissions, asking women to submit artwork and 
writing on the topic. 

‘Thousands of responses later, and after months 
of sifting through the submitted material, Goldman 
came up with “Imagining Ourselves: Global Voices 
from a New Generation of Women,” which was 
launched worldwide last March 8, Intemational 
‘Women's Day, and launched locally last May 31 at 
Powerbooks Greenbelt. 

The publication of the book is accompanied by a 
major global campaign aimed at empowering the 
next generation of women, including an online ex- 
hibit and a series of international events and gath- 


rings. 

“Entertaining, challenging, funny and thought 
provoking, the book includes 105 entries, repre- 
senting 57 countries and virtually every populated 
region of the globe,” says its publisher. Some no- 
table contributors are Queen Rania of Jordan, 
singer/songwriter Ani DiFranco, novelist Zadie 
Smith, and many more. 

In’ contributions that include photographs, 
songs, poems, paintings, collages and prose, young 
‘women discuss their lives, sharing the differences 
between their worlds and their mother’s worlds. 
‘These brave women boldly address the challenges 
they and their cultures face, wielding their power 
to create positive social change. Israeli singer Achi- 
moam Nini tells how her life changed when she 
gave birth; Bolivian painter Valentina Campos cele- 
brates the close ties between grandmothers and 
granddaughters; Def poet Aya DeLeon fantasizes 
about going clubbing if women ran the hip hop in- 
dustry; and Toyin Sokefun of Nigeria explores the 
space between society's ‘ideal beauty and women's 
selfimages.” 

For more information, readers can also log onto 
wwwimoworg 


of cultures over the table 


LOOKING 
Back 


Ambeth R. 
Ocampo 


roasted. Still watching how the food was prepared 
had no effect on my enjoyment of the end product. 

A generation reared in the airconditioned com- 
fort of supermarkets probably thinks milk comes 
from tetra packs and some fruits come fresh froma 
can. I knew there was a generation gap when 
some of the kids ata family reunion started to cry 
when the adults attacked the lechon on the table. 
For most of us, it was just lechon de leche, but for a 
younger generation the roasted pig was "Babe," 
the cute talking piglet from the movie. Some kids 
would not eat fish and lobster, calling the wonder- 
ful food on the platters "Nemo" or “Sebastian.” I 
never thought I would see the so-called clash of 
cultures or clash of history in my lifetime, but I ex- 
perience it first-hand with my nephews and 
nieces. 

‘Well over two decades ago, Doreen Fernandez 
took me on a research trip to Victoria, Tarlac, and I 
‘watched and learned as she documented the cook- 
ing and preparation of a goat, taking pictures from 
the time the doomed creature was tied up bleating 
ina backyard till it was magically transformed into 
a variety of delicious dishes. Посапоз, she conclud- 
ed, left nothing to waste. Every part of the goat 
was cooked and eaten, except for the horns and 
hooves which were placed on the table between 
the platters and photographed as well. 

‘Ina fabulous restaurant in Osaka, Japan, where 
ош hospitable former Consul General Antonio Vil- 
lamayor would take guests like former President 
Fidel V Ramos, they served seafood fresh—so 
fresh that one dish was sashimi plucked out of a 


live fish. The fish was laid out on a platter, its head 
and tail stili whole and moving, but its body sliced 
up and ready to eat. While it was good, I still prefer 
sashimi to be firm and cold rather than warm and 
chewy. Was this good preference or an experience 
of culture? 

Food should be something we can ingest natu- 
rally without thinking, but because of culture and 
history we are drawn to the tastes of the familiar 
and are repelled by the unfamiliar. This explains 
the cliche that what is food to one is poison to an- 
other 

The best example here is the kamaru or mole 
cricket. One used to go to Everybody's Café in San. 
Fernando, Pampanga, to taste this delicacy, but 
now itis a staple in Kapampangan restaurants in 
Manila It is sauteed in garlic and onion and fried 
in such a way that it is crunchy on the outside and 
creamy on the inside. It is heavenly to some and re- 
volting to others, just like balut or durian. 

Tm adventurous with food and will wy anything 
once, although I think I draw the line on the now 
legendary monkey brain taken fresh out of a live 
creature's cranium. 

History has a lot to do with what we eat and do 
not eat, but until Doreen Fernandez came along, 
food was not considered worthy of academic 
study. Half a century ago Nick Joaquin already 
suggested looking at history from a different view- 
point: rather than building on important events 
pegged on the names and deeds of famous people, 
he directed our attention to things that made из 
what we are today. What would have happened if 
we did not experience the first globalization in the 
‘16th-century when now familiar fruits and vegeta- 
bles were exchanged between the Philippines and 
Mexico? What would Filipino life be without com 
ог chocolate, chico, sayote and camote? Can we 
imagine life without guisado? 

If food defines who we are, it may be a way to 
catch that elusive thing we call national identity. 

Comments are welcome at aocampo@ateneo. 
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Illiterate 


IT LOOKS LIKE WE HAVE AN EXTENDED LENTEN 
penance period in the Philippines. Every start of a new 
school year, the broadcast and print media lead the nation in 
self-flagellation over the dismal state of our educational зуз. 
tem. 

T think that’s needed, but I also hope that after this firs 
week of classes, we can continue to face up to the problem 
in our schools, going 
beyond the usual 
lamentations. 

The last few days 
we've been treated 
to the Inguinen Inves- 
tigative Team report 
оп the state of edu- 
cation in the Philip- 
pines. Tuesday's in- 
stallment focused on 
the Philippines’ low scores in the international ‘Trends in 
Math and Science Study (TIMSS) conducted in 2003. The h 
‘quinn featured our scores in comparison with those of th 
United States and several neighboring Asian countries 
where we were at the bottom of the league. 5 

Peer review 

Curious, I went into the Internet and was able to down, 
load the highlights from the TIMSS report. Mind you, "high? 
lights" here still meant more than a hundred pages but thé! 
data had been “crunched” to the most essential points, ан 
lowing more people to review and analyze the numbers.» 

Let me bring out the major points I uncovered in a fairly, 
quick browse-and-analyze session: 

First, we should know who conducts the study and wha6 
their methodology is. TIMSS is administered by the Nationalt 
Center for Education Statistics (NCES) under the US Depart 
ment of Education. The center is described as "the primary, 
federal entity for collecting, analyzing and reporting data re^ 
ated to education in the United States and other nations.” 1! 

Now why would the US government be interested in looks 
ing at other nations educational performance? Mainly it's 
for comparison purposes, a kind of review among peers. For 
years now, educators in the US have warned that American 
students are lagging behind their peers in other developed? 
‘countries, especially in the fields of science and math. The 
educators rightly realize that their status as the world's most. 
powerful nation could be threatened if they don't improv 
оп their educational system. TIMSS is there to help the US 
keep track of its educational system's performance. п 

‘There have been three rounds of TIMSS conducted so fay 
the first in 1995, then 1999 and the latest in 2003. The |: 
survey's results were released in December 2004. les an im- 
pressive study, involving students at the fourth and eight? 
grade levels in 46 countries. (I presume that eight-grade levi 
el in the Philippines means 2nd year high school, given tha} 
we have six elementary school years.) The samples are quite 
large in each country; for the Philippines, it was 6,917 stu 
dents from 137 schools. 

‘The tests are designed to probe into "PSI" or problem solvi 
ing and inquiry tasks, looking at how students are able to in, 
tegrate information in various math and science fields, some 
of which ГЇЇ name later. The tests were similar throughout 
the world, with efforts made to adjust for cultural differt 
ences. a 

1з interesting that fourth graders were not allowed to use; 
calculators but for the eight graders, countries were left tp, 
decide on their own whether they'd allow it or not. America 
students were allowed calculators "to reflect conditions iñi 
the real world." Я 

Problem areas d 

‘The test results were broken down by countries, test areas, 
and even sex. For the US, the results were also broken dows, 
according to poverty measures, ethnicities, public/privatt! 
schools. » 

То show the wealth of information that's in these statis 
tics, let me share some insights I got from a very quick one- 
hour browsing of the data for the Philippines. The percent. 
ages here refer to correct scores. j 

In the math tests, our 8th graders seemed to struggle witht 
measurements (e.g., temperature differences), scoring 35, 
percent compared to the international average of 44 percent, 
But they did badly in algebra (23 percent compared to the in^ 
ternational average of 45 percent) and geometry (11 percen& 
for Filipinos, 28 percent internationally). The fourth graders, 
‘were again not too bad with measurements, but did misery 
ably with basic numbers (e.g., proportions). I suspect all this 
has something to do with the difficulties students have wit 
abstractions. It doesn't help that these concepts have to bel 
taught in English to students who can barely speak the lan 
guage. 

is the sciences, our fourth graders fared very badly with, 
the life sciences (5 percent compared to the international av^ 
erage of 29 percent), but did better with the earth science? 
(33 percent compared to 37 percent internationally). о 

"That situation is reversed with 8th graders: they did better, 
in the Ше sciences (45 percent versus an international aver: 
age of 58 percent) but fared poorly in the earth sciences (38 
percent versus 62 percent internationally). Their worst 
scores were in chemistry, with only 5 percent compared to ай. 
international average of 46 percent. 2 

Are the learning problems rooted in teaching methods? In 
textbooks? In the teachers’ own grasp of the subjects? Tha’! 
what we should be probing into, and finding remedial тез 
sures for. ч 

Functional literacy 

There's more waiting to be analyzed in these statistics. tf 
it’s any consolation, the Philippines did show improvement 
in both math and science scores between 1999 and 2003. Г 

Tm also intrigued by the gender aspect. In the US, girl 
have lower scores than boys for math and science. In the 
Philippines, it's the reverse. 

TIMSS is important to help us assess how functional ouf 
literacy is. For years now, we've boasted about having one of 
the world's highest literacy rates and how that literacy, to- 
gether with some command of English, allows us to export 
Workers to the world. The TIMSS results warn us that we 
could lose our edge for the overseas labor market, even as we 
stagnate with domestic development because the next gen- 
eration won't be able to tackle simple problems that require 
literacy in math and science. 

We need to maximize the use of these tests. Some years 
back, I was asked by the UP School of Economics to analyze 
results from the National Elementary Achievement Test 
(NEAT) and the National Secondary Achievement Test 
(NSAT) and I was amazed at how much information was 
waiting to be mined from the data. Unfortunately, the two 
exams degenerated into a contest among schools, with 
teachers giving review classes and test results leaking out so 
the tests were no longer required for all schools. If it were 
properly administered, NSAT could be an important moni- 
toring tool. 

Alas, we maltreat our statistics. Politicians and govern- 
ment officials mangle the figures to suit their own interests, 
or, neglect the figures, failing to use them for policy reforms. 
Our leaders attrudes toward statistics are themselves 
telling, showing how we've falled to educate Filipinos, even 
those from an earlier generation, about the value of science 
and math. Governed by dishonest illiterates, can we dare 
hope for a better educational system? 
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A message many шейн: 


need to hear 


THIS 15 IN REACTION TO RINA JIMENEZ- 
David's column titled “What about the teenage 
mom?” (PDI, 5/12/06) The way I see it, 
Sendin Lee's teenage mother was another sad 
casualty of our society’s obsession with "sexual 
and reproductive rights.” 

A 14-year-old has no business having sex with 
men who have no commitment to her? This is 
playing with fire. We don't put up with kids play- 
ing with fire; we get them to stop the dangerous 
behavior at once. We don't tell them, “It's okay if 
‘you play with fire, just wear asbestos gloves." 

David asks what kind of information the 
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Did anyone tell 
her to consider that what 
she was doing with her life was wrong? If 
you're going to advise persons not to engage in 
"unprotected sex, go one better: advise them 
not to have sex, period. 

This simple message may be incompatible 
with the values of pop culture, but itis a mes- 
sage many need to hear. 


Gres Nene 


MICHAEL MAPA, 
mikemapa@yahoo.com 


A call to arms for pensioners 


‘THERE IS NO QUESTION THAT THE MONTHLY 
Social Security System pension is not enough to 
purchase even just the medicines required and 
needed by elderly and retired employees. 

"To alleviate the plight of pensioners, which 
is getting to be more difficult each day with the 
unending rise in the prices of basic goods, Rep. 
Douglas Cagas and Rep. Eduardo V Roquero 
filed House Bill No. 1549 and HB 3286, respec- 
tively. Both were filed in 2004. 

‘Unfortunately the bills, and others of similar 
intent filed by other lawmakers much earlier, 
are sleeping in Congress. 

May I therefore call on all SSS pensioners, 
аз well as their relatives, associates and sym- 
pathizers, to visit, call, write or text their re- 
spective representatives or as many members 


of the House of Representatives as they can, to 
convince them into “reactivating” the bills; 
then to constantly follow up with them, by any 
means of communication, the passage of the 
bills into law. 

We, pensioners, cannot expect the govem- 
ment to increase or adjust our benefits without 
our prodding. We will never get the benefits 
we deserve in these difficult times if we keep 
оп with our indifference. Let us speak in one 
solid, big, loud voice of woe. 

Please text your full name, result of talk and 
name of congressman for record purposes so 
that we, in turn, can reciprocate their good 
deed in some later time. 

—CESAR ABELLO ZABALA SR. 
CP No. 09153708361 


Albano’s unresponsive response 


AS A REJOINDER TO EMMANUEL ALBANO'S 
letter (PDI, 5/22/06), let me say that he did re- 
spond to my letter but he did not answer my 
questions. The questions are no different from 
those that I e-mailed to the Office of the House 
Speaker on Dec. 17 and 22, 2005, and on 
March 1, 2006. I e-mailed the questions to Al- 
bano who, in an earlier letter (PDI, 3/1/06), 
urged the Senate to debate with the House on 
Charter change. None of the e-mails merited a 
reply from the Speaker or Albano, for which 
reason I wrote one for the Ingumer. (PDI, 
4/13/06) 

Albano's letter was certainly unresponsive. 
It only made clearer to me that the Cha-cha 
proponents only tell what they want to tell the 
people, not what the people want or need to 
know. Unless they fully answer the questions 1 
raised—the problems Cha-cha seeks to solve, 
the roots of the problems, and a logical cause 
and effect analysis of why and how the parlia- 
mentary system but not the presidential sys- 
tem will solve both problems and roots—peo- 
ple may be herded into signing and eventually 
voting for Cha-cha, but they will not be fully 
enlightened on the matter. 


‘Hiya’ and silent majority 


1 CLEARLY REMEMBER THE COMMERCIALS 
of the Development Bank of the Philippines 
when I was in college, sometime in the late 
1980s. One of them featured a man extolling 
two virtues that we Filipinos seemed to have 
forgotten. “Buhayin natin ang delicadeza; 
buhayin natin ang palabra de honor." (Lets 


Баас 


Ashiftto the parliamentary system will on- 
ly make the ruling party very powerful. Con- 
versely, the minority opposition party will be 
so weakened that the principle of checks and 
balances will be greatly undermined. And re- 
moving the term limits will perpetuate the 
majority party's hold on power. 

It does not follow that because the parlia- 
mentary system made other nations progres 
sive, it will do the same for us. There are oth- 
er major factors that make а nation prosper- 
ous, such as the character of its people. 

‘Albano could not have chosen a better ex- 
ample than Thailand's Prime Minister 
Thaksin, who showed that if the power to dis- 
solve parliament and remove high govern- 
ment officials is vested in a clique of govern- 
ment officials with mutually beneficial rela- 
tionship, they would not voluntarily oust 
themselves. Not even people power could 
boot Thaksin out of office, so the Thai king 
had to intervene. Even then, after resigning, 
he bounced back into power—courtesy of the ` 
parliamentary system! 

—MARCELO L. TECSON, 
San Miguel, Bulacan 


have delicadeza and word of honor again.) 
Thus were these two virtues ingrained in my 
mind. 

The ad might have seemed corny, spoofed 
in TV shows and in friendly banter. 
powerful and timely and timeless. 

Аз ап Inquiner columnist noted in one of his 
columns, hiya ig very similar to—or, maybe, it 


} even encompasses—these two traits, and 


“amor propio.’ 

These must be the traits we should look for 
in our leaders, especially in our President. 
Clearly, Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo doesn't 
have these traits. She swore before the grave 
of Rizal not to run for president in 2004, but 
she ran anyway. That clearly showed lack of 
palabra de honor. 

Calling a Comelec official during the can- 
vassing of ballots is not just a lapse in judge- 
ment, it’s lack of delicadeza, it's illegal, it's 
unlawful. You don’t know your laws, you 
don't deserve to be president. You don't get 
the votes, you shouldn't be sitting in Mala- 
cafiang pretending to be president, and a bad 
oneat that. 

It irks me when people present them- 
selves as members of the silent majority, 
then exhort us to let bygones be bygones and 
just let GMA reign. Last I checked, the major- 
ity wants GMA out. Maybe they should qual- 
ify themselves as the silent majority of the 
minority who supports GMA. The noisy mi- 
попісу of this minority being Michael Defen- 
sor, Raul Gonzalez, Jose de Venecia and 
their ilk. 

There are 80 million Filipinos. For sure, 
there is one Filipino who can lead us better 
than she does, At the rate she's going, even а 
monkey can do a better job as president. 

Other people worry so much about the op- 
position—the trapos in particular, the 
Estradas and Marcoses and their minions 
wanting to do a comeback performance. But 
these are not the only people comprising the 
opposition. The majority of Filipinos are the 


opposition, the true silent majority. The ones 


mentioned above are the noisy minority of 
the majority, They are no different from Ms 
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į Arroyo. We don't want them, we don’t sup- 

] роп them. 

History is about our story, the story of the 
‘common tao, the true majority. We make his- 

{ тогу, we choose our future and we can do 
something about it. Let us straighten our pri- 

3 orities. 

1 — Bring back the sense of hiya into our cul- 
ture, into our government, into our lives. 
Throw out the "walanghiya" їп the govern- 
ment, unmask those in the opposition. Let's 
start with the biggest one in Malacañang. 

—DENNIS L. REYES, 
3322 Sonoma St, 
Torrance, Ca 90503 USA 
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forces to respect the law in hunt- 
ing down rebels. 

“Му government wants to 
strengthen democracy and I hope 
people will understand that the 
President is against dictator- 
ships," Ms Arroyo said. 

“I aim to maintain stability and 
uphold the freedoms guaranteed 
by the Constitution," Ms Arroyo 
said in a phone-patch interview 
with dzMM radio. 

‘The President said she had or- 
dered the police, military and the 
Department of Justice to take im- 
mediate steps to put a stop to the 
killings. 

In the case of slain journalists, 
she said that the authorities had 
pinpointed and filed cases 
against some of the killers. 

There had been many arrests 
and in some cases, there are track- 
er teams now hunting down other 
suspects,” she said in Filipino. 

“Whether they are in the media, 
militant groups or they are just ordi- 
mary citizens, these crimes should 
be given resolution," she said. 

An Inquiier tally showed at 
least 228 activists have been killed 
around the country since Ms Ar- 
royo assumed office in 2001. 

Leftist leaders accused her ad- 
ministration of being behind the 
killing and abduction of activists. 


Use judicial process 

їп the strongest statement to 
date from a top government official 
on the spate of human rights abuses 
being blamed on the military De- 
fense Secretary Avelino Cruz Jt. said 
government forces should respect 
the “Judicial process” in dealing 
with suspected rebels 


President Arroyo presi 
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13TH CABINET meeting as well as that of the board of the National Anti-Poverty Council and National 


Economic Development Authority is held at the Palace’ ing. 


[ке 


GMA rebuts accusations she won’t tolerate dissent: 


The seeming propaganda war 
that the killings had sparked took 
another turn yesterday when a 
letter was circulated around 
Malacafiang claiming that the 
Communist Party of the Philip- 
pines had marked Ms Arroyo and 
15 Cabinet officials and allies for 
liquidation. 

Reporters covering the Palace 
each got a letter dated March 29, 
the 37th anniversary of the CPR 
from the "Kawanihan sa Impor- 
masyon Partido Komunista ng 
Pilipinas.” 

‘The letter said that the “Bagong 
Hukbong Bayan” had come up with 
alistof ‘reactionary politicians" and 
“enemies of the country" 


The targets 

“The following will be liquidated 
by (the group),” it said in Filipino. 

T listed 16 people, induding the 
President, Justice Secretary Raul 
Gonzalez, Presidential Chief of Staff 
Michael Defensor, National Security 
Adviser Norberto Gonzales, Execu- 
tive Secretary Eduardo Ermita, Rep. 
Constantino Jaraula, Interior Secre- 
tary Ronaldo Puno, 


Cruz, however, stopped short 
of censuring the military as well 
as the police for the killing and 
abduction of militants. 

“Tve been telling the (Cabinet) se- 
curity cluster its important to gather 
evidence, file charges against people 
conducting armed rebellion against 
the government, arrest them and 
put them in jail,” Cruz said. 

*T have said this over and over 
again, the decision has to be 
facts-based and evidence-based,” 
said Cruz. 

“Use the judicial process. 
That's the right way to doit under 


a democratic form of govern- 
ment," he stressed. 

Previously, government and 
military officials had dismissed 
allegations of military and police 
involvement in the killings as left- 
ist propaganda and said the mur- 
ders were part of internal purges 
within the rebel ranks. 


Joint cooperation 

Cruz said he had been discussing 
with Interior Secretary Ronaldo 
Puno how they could revive an exec- 
tive order that calls for cooperation. 
between military and police forces in 


urban areas in effecting arrests. 

“Hopefully, we can come up with 
an agreement between the DND 
and the DILG so there will be a joint 
directive to the AFP and the PNP to 
remind them to reinforce (the di- 
rective) that they should arrest peo- 
ple with warrants,” Cruz said. 


Communist hit list? 

Asked if he was just issuing a re- 
minder to govemment troops 
against conducting warrantless ar- 
rests, Cruz replied: “No, (we want) 
to revitalize the coordination, es- 
pecially in the urban areas.” 


Erections Chair Benjamin Abalos, 
Sen. Miriam Santiago, Rep. Imee 
Marcos, Samar Gov. Ben Evardone, 
Speaker Jose de Venecia, Public 
Works Secretary Hermogenes 
Ebdane, Rep. Prospero Nograles, 
Rep. Luis Villafuerte and Press Sec- 
retary and presidential spokesper- 
son Ignacio Bunye. 
+ Asked to comment on his inclu- 
on the alleged hit list, Bunye 
said: “These threats have not de- 
terred me from performing my 
duty. 1 will continue to perform 
my duties the best way I сап and 
the best way I know how.” 


Police detain 
suspect 


THE POLICE IN PANGASINAN, 
sald they had arrested a suspect 
in the May 16 kiling of Jose 
Doton, secretary general of the 
Bagong Alyansang Makabayan 
(Bayan). 

Senlor Supt. Alan Purisima, 
provincial police director, iden- 
tified the suspect as Joel Fio- 
res, 28, in a press conference 
held five days after his arrest. 

Doton, 62, and his brother 
Cancio, 57, were on a motorcycle 
on their way home to Barangay 
CCaboloan in San Nicolas town 
When two men on a motorcycle 
fired at them. Doton died instantly 
while Cancio was wounded. 

Purisima sald police started 
conducting survelliance oper- 
ations on Fiores, of Asingan 
town, when a check with the 
Land Transportation Office's 
records showed that he owned 
the motorcycle used by the 
two suspects. 

Reports said Flores learned 
about the surveillance and 
poked his gun at policemen on 
‘June 1. This prompted the po- 
lice to arrest him. 

Purisima said Flres's gun 
was checked to find outfits 
shells matched the empty 
shells recovered from the 
scene where Doton was at- 
tacked. 

The test showed that the six 
empty shells came from Но- 
res's firearm, Purisima said. 

With a report from Yolan- 
da Sotelo-Fuertes, PDI 
Northern Luzon Bureau. 


Death penalty is dead 


Frompage Al 

‘The abolition would seem to serve as 
а good send-off gift for Ms Arroyo, who 
isto go ona foreign trip from June 23 to 
July2. 

Palace sources said Ms Arroyo would. 
visit Libya, then go to Rome and the 
Vatican for an expected audience with 
the Pontif, before proceeding to Spain. 

Tn April, Ms Arroyo said she would 
commute death sentences to life im- 
prisonment, drawing mixed reactions 
from crime victims and death penalty 
opponens—and flak from critics, 
who said she was only after support 
from the Catholic Church. 

Anticrime watchdogs, which had 
warned that the abolition of capital 
punishment would only encourage 
criminals, immediately denounced 
the congressional action. 


‘Voice of victims’ 

"This bill is being railroaded like a 
bullet tain," said Dante Jimenez, 
founding chair ofthe Volunteers Against 
Crime and Corruption. “This is being 
railroaded so when the President goes 
to Europe she can tell (Europeans) that 
the Philippines no longer has this law.” 

Jimenez also said: “We were never in- 
vited by Congress пог by Malacafiang. 
‘They are afraid to hear the voices of the 
victims ... Why weaken the law? If you 
weaken the law you strengthen the 
criminals." 

The country’s Ro- 


“I would like to register a vote of 
abstention because I am a coaccused 
in a plunder case, which carries the 
penalty of death," he said. 

Jinggoy and his father, detained 
former President Joseph Estrada, аге 
on trial for plunder, ап offense pun- 
ishable by death 

Sen. Panfilo Lacson initially opposed. 
the abolition but withdrew his objec- 
tion at the last minute after Drilon in- 
troduced an amendment providing for 
the penalty of life imprisonment or 
reclusion perpetua with no parole. 


Moral stature 

Senator Arroyo said abolishing the 
death penalty would be consistent with 
the Philippines’ standing as a Christian 
‘country and boost its moral standing 
before the world community. 

When enacted into law, the abolition 
of the death penalty would benefit the 
more than 1,000 convicts languishing 
оп death row at the New Bilibid Prisons 
in Muntinlupa, he said. 

“All of them are commuted now un- 
der the Senate bill; they would no 
longer suffer the penalty of death,” 
Arroyo said. 

He said the Senate bill retained the 
President's power to grant pardons. 

‘Those who voted for the abolition 
were йз principal authors, Arroyo, Sen- 
ate Minority Leader Aquilino Pimentel 


Jc, Manuel Villar and Richard Gordon. 

"They were joined by Drilon, Lac- 
son, Ralph Recto, Edgardo Angara, 
Pia Cayetano, Francis Pangilinan, 
Jamby Madrigal, Alfredo Lim, Senate 
President Pro Tempore Juan Flavier, 
Mar Roxas, Ramon “Bong” Revilla 
and Luisa "Loi" Ejército Estrada. 

‘Arroyo said RA 7659 should be abol- 
ished because the death penalty had 
not proven to be a deterrent to crime 
and had become a dead-letter law. 

In his sponsorship speech last 
week, Arroyo said the death penalty 
had been a dead law because no Pres- 
ident since the rule of Ferdinand Mar- 
cos, wanted to carry out the death 
penalty law, except in two cases. 


Longoverdue — . 

"Whats the point of having a law that 
is never been carried out?" Arroyo said. 

On the proposal of Caloocan Rep. Luis 
"Baby" Asistio, the House approved an 
amendment to йз final version, striking 
ош the term “reclusion perpetua" but re- 
taining the phrase “life imprisonment.” 

“He (Asistio) argued that with re- 
spect to Ме imprisonment, it would be 
imprisonment in perpetuity ший the 
(natural death) of the convict unless 
the President would extend clemency.” 
said Albay Rep. Edcel Lagman, the bill's 

principal author. — With reports from 

Luige A. del Puerto and Jerome Aning 
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man Catholic Church 

leaders also ар- 
peared to welcome 
Congress’ move. 

Asked for reaction, 
the Catholic Bishops 
Conference of the 
Philippines’ media of- 
fice referred reporters 
to an earlier statement 
by CBCP president An- 
gel Lagdameo that the 
Church was convinced. 
that the death penalty 
had not served its pur- 
pose since criminality 
and corruption were 
still rampant, 

The CBCP had 
welcomed previous 
actions by both the 
executive and legisla- 
tive branches toward 
abolishing the death 
penalty as a "human- 
itarian act.” 

Sen. Joker Arroyo, 
chair of the Senate 
committee on justice 
and human Tights, 
said senators crossed 
рапу lines to approve. 
the measure. 

Ms Arroyo had writ- 
Чеп Senate President 
Franklin Drilon certify- 
ing the abolition ЫШ as 
urgent. Her certifica- 
Чоп paved the way for 
the bill's approval on 
third reading. 

Sen. Jinggoy 
Ejercito Estrada cast 
the lone abstention. 
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Old-timers slam 
‘uglification’ 
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By Tonette Orejas 
PDI Central Luzon Desk 


OFFICIALS OF PAMPANGA TOLD HOUSE INVESTIGATORS THEY 
lost original copies of receipts that could provide clues on how tax- 
es from quarrying in lahar areas in the province were being stolen. 


The documents, officials said, could ex- 
plain the “drastic drop” in quarry revenues 
when Sen. Manuel “Lito” Lapid was Pampan- 
ga governor 

The officials made the admission when 
the House committee on good government, 
chaired by Iloilo Rep. Arthur Defensor, re- 


sumed the hearings on Tuesday, or after 
more than a year of lull since May 18, 
2005. 

Provincial administrator Fidel Arcenas ге- 
ported that the gratuitous permits issued by 
Lapid were missing as he read an affidavit by 
Regina Vitug, the environment and natural 


resources officer of the Pampanga govern- 
ment, 

The permits allowed local authorities 
and contractors, like the China Waters, to 
extract and haul sand without paying tax- 
es. 

"The Chinese company alone got 20,000 
truckloads worth P6 million for its project to 
strengthen the tail dike of the FVR Megadike 
in Bacolor, according to the late provincial ad- 
ministrator Benalfre Galang when he faced 
the committee last year. 

In the same affidavit, Vitug said she sub- 
mitted the original copies to Galang. She said 
she failed to retrieve these before the official 


died on Oct. 17, 2005. 

Defensor said Vitug faces charges of in- 
fidelity in the custody of public docu- 
ments. 

He also summoned the presence of Vitug 
in the next hearing in August. The same 
summon would be issued to provincial trea- 
surer Vergel Yabut who was supposed to 
submit the copies of all gratuitous permits 
issued by Lapid from 1991 to 2001 and from 
2002 to 2004, the former governor's last 
term. 

Monday's hearing continued to focus on 
the causes of the "discrepancy" of P337 
million between the collections of the 
state-owned Natural Resources Develop- 
ment Corp. and the provincial quarry task 
force from 1999 to 2001 and 2002 to 
2004. 

Aside from giving sand at по cost, 
Galang had also attributed the disparity го 
the corruption by some checkers and the 
drop in the demand by the construction in- 
dustry. 

Iloilo Rep. Rolex Suplico earlier pursued 
the issue of alleged illegal issuance of gratu- 
itous permits as possible basis for graft 
charges against Lapid. 

Vice Gov. Joseller Guiao told the com- 
mittee that those permits were issued 
without approval from the provincial 
board. 

But Galang, in his past testimony, had de- 
fended Lapid, saying the provincial tax ordi- 
nance granted the former governor that pow- 
er. 


Gov. Mark Lapid, the senator's son, did not 
attend the hearing on Tuesday. 

Defensor ordered the committee to seek 
an explanation from the Commission on Au- 
dit on why the agency turned down at least 
five requests of Guiao to conduct a special 
audit on the finances of the provincial gov- 
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Kanlaon acts ир; 
warning raised 


BACOLOD CITY—MOUNTAIN CLIMBERS 
and other trekkers have been advised to defer 
any planned climbs at the Mt. Kanlaon park 
area until further notice after Mt. Kanlaon 
emitted smoke over the weekend. 

‘The Philippine Institute of Voleanology and 
Seismology (Phivolcs), in an advisory re- 
leased Monday, also reminded people that the 
four-kilometer permanent danger zone ot 
Kanlaon Volcano on Negros Island remained 
off limits to the public, particularly at this 
time when sudden ash and steam explosions 
might occur anytime. 

Kanlaon Volcano briefly emitted steam апа 
ash Saturday afternoon but the Phivoles has 
not raised any alert level yet, the Provincial 
Disaster Management Team of Negros Occi 
dental said yesterday. 

The Phivoles advisory said that at 2:30 p.m 
Saturday, dirty white steam was seen rising at 
2 maximum height of 800 meters before it 
drifted northwest 

The Phivolcs, however, sought to give as 
surances that no earthquakes were detected 

In memory of Ken Kaess__ by its seismic station, based in Canlaon City in 
DDB Worldwide President and CEO Negros Oriental. 

prg Ash deposits were confined to the upper 
northwest slope of the volcano, according to 
the Phivoles, Carla Р Gomes, PDI Visayas Bu. 
reau 


Join our heart for humanity and let it grow. Twenty years from now, 
your grandchildren will be glad to know you did. 
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.ILAGAN, ISABELA—THE PART- 


Iloilo governor won't let STL into his province 


By Nestor P. Burgos Jr. 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


inaletter addressed to he social ac- 
Чоп center of the Jaro Archdiocese. 

"Allowing the STL to operate 
will only erode the moral values 
of the people, and teach them to 
entrust their future to luck in- 
stead of working hard to earn a 
livelihood,” said Tupas. 

Tupas, a close ally of Senate 
President Franklin Drilon, broke 
ties with President Macapagal- 
Arroyo last year. 

Пойо City Mayor Jerry Treñas 
and Vice Mayor Guillermo de la 
Llana, however, said they would 


md 


Seem 


ILOILO CITY—ILOILO GOV. NIEL 
Tupas Sr. has joined the Catholic 
Church here in opposing the en- 
try of Small Town Lottery (STL) 
into the province. 

Tupas said he would block the 
entry of STL in the province's 42 
towns and one city. 

“I do not share the government's 
propaganda that STL will eradicate 
the illegal numbers game we know 
locally as daily double,” Tupas said 


RoUNDUP 
Climbers’ bodies found 
САМР OLIVAS, Pampanga—The bodies of two mountaineers who drowned 
at the Pasig-Potrero River while on their way to Mt. Pinatubo on May 31 
ere found Sunday, police said, Rescue workers of the Porac municipal 
government found York de los Santos, 25, and Bjorn Baquiran, 24, at the 
river's downstream section at Sitio Catusig in Barangay Inararo, also in Po- 
rac. De Los Santos, a native of Cardona town in Rizal, and Baquiran, of 
Valenzuela City in Metro Manita, were members of the Mountaineering Fed- 
eration f the Philippines, according to the police. Together with 24 others, 
thoy climbed the 1,400-foot high volcano via the Apo Namalyari route, 
where the river drains out but strong waves due to heavy rains swept the 


two victims at about p.m. on May 31, police said. Tonette Orejas, PDI Cen- 
tral Luzon Desk 


Forest guard found dead 
BACOLOD CITY—A volunteer forest guard was found dead on Saturday 
morning, a few meters from a river in Barangay Igmaya-an, Don Salvador 
Benedicto town, Negros Occidental. The body of Bantay Bukid member Jose 
Laureto Fuentes, 48, bore hack, stab and slash wounds in the neck, head, 
arms and wrists, said town police chief Senior Insp. Leonardo Angcon. 
Fuentes, a resident of Purok Logdeck, Barangay igmaya-an, was into the 
money lending business and was last seen by his neighbors on Friday, at- 
tending a seminar at the DSB Multi-Purpose Hall, Angcon said. Police sald 
the victim's two wallets and his cellular phone were missing. Angcon said 
they believed that the suspects robbed Fuentes first and then killed him 
when he resisted. The killers also took the victim's bolo. 

Carla Gomez, PDI Visayas Bureau 


Banana growers seek price hike 


DAVAO CITY—Members of the 
Federation of Upland Banana 
Growers, Inc. here protested the 
rejection by the Davao Fruits Corp. 
of their demand to amend produc- 
tion and sales agreements. Virgilio 
Lago, a federation official, said 
they would go to court if Davao 
Fruits continued to ignore their de- 
mand. "The company has contin- 
ued to thumb down the federa- 
tion's appeal for price adjustments for almost two years now,” Lago sald. 
He said the contract growers have been seeking price adjustments be- 
cause of the rising cost of production. The federation, which has 800 
‘members including lumad, maintains a 300-hectare banana plantation in 
six villages. Lago said the company pays them $2 per box of 13.5 kilo- 
grams but this could hardly compensate for their expenses. He said his 
‘Group wants an increase of 50 cents per box. 
Judy Quiros, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Soldiers stab driver dead 

BACACAY, Albay—Unidentifled soldiers stabbed dead a van driver and one 
f his companions in Barangay San Isidro, Libmanan, Camarines Sur Satur- 
day night. Rolly Bermundo, 38, and Mariano Belisario Jr. both residents of 
Barangay Igang here, were pronounced dead on arrival at the Bicol Medical 
Center in Naga City. Nilo Bermundo, Rolly's father, appealed to the Philip- 
pine Army in Bicol to ident the soldiers who killed his son and Belisario. 
Bermundo said his son was driving a van when he bumped a stil unidenti- 
fied soldier. He said his son decided to stop the van to take the victim to the 
hospital but the solders grabbed the two inside the van and stabbed them 
several times. Job Belen, PDI Southern Luzon Bureau 


P.Paran-Llorca; 50 

PENICULA "Penny" Paran-Llorca, 60, aunt of Southern Luzon Bureau edi- 
torial assistant Jojo Los Baños, died on June 2. She is survived by daugh- 
ter Andrea Mari; sisters Tassie, Azon, Baby and Luz: brothers Ramon, 
Boy and Roger; aunts, uncle, nephews and nieces. Her remains lie at the L. 
б. Paran Chapel in Barangay Kimantong, Daraga, Albay. Interment Is on 
June 10 at the Daraga Catholic Cemetery, after a 9 a.m. Mass at the family 
chapel 


wait for the decision of the city 
council, which would conduct 
public hearings on the issue. 

“I will support the decision of 
the council,” said Trefias. 

‘The national government earlier 
gave the go signal for a one-year tri- 
al run for STL being sponsored by 
the Philippine Charity Sweepstakes 
Office (PCSO) as an alternative 
the illegal numbers game "jueteng. 

Bur the move has been op- 
posed by various sectors, includ- 
ing the Church. 

‘Atleast 120 priests and 14 oth- 


ег Church leaders have signed а 
statement opposing STIs entry in 
the Jaro Archdiocese. 

“if government cannot even curb 
illegal gambling, how well can we 
trust it to find solution to wide- 
spread corruption? Is the govem- 
ment telling us that the best way to 
solve this problem is to make it le- 
gal? If the government cannot pro- 
vide its people with a more decent 
and productive lifestyle, then some- 
thing must be wrong with its lead- 
ership!” the priests said in their 
statement last month. 


DECLINING ENROLLMENT 
Negros school woes manageable, say execs 


By Carla P. Gomez 
PDI Visayas Bureau 


BACOLOD CITY—THE SHORT- 
age of teachers and classrooms. 
in Negros Occidental and Ba- 
colod City is minimal, education 
officials said as thousands of 
students returned to school 
Monday. 

Unlike in other publie 
schools in the country, the stu- 
dent population in public ele- 
mentary and high schools in 
Negros Occidental has actually 
been dropping over the last five 
years, according to Dr. Eva Beli- 
tena, Negros Occidental 
schools superintendent. 

Belicena attributed the de- 
cline in enrollment in the 
past five years to economic 
difficulties and to the fact 
that the Department of Edu- 
cation (DepEd) is now strict- 
ly enforcing a rule that if a 
pupil's grades did not meet 
the passing rate, he or she 
could not move on to the next 
grade, which may have dis- 
couraged some from return- 
ing to school. 


Declining population 

In 2002, elementary school 
enrollment in Negros Occiden- 
tal was 236,000. It dropped to 
233,000 in 2003, 230,000 in 
2004 and 223,000 in 2005, she 
said. 

High school enrollment was 
90,169 in 2002, 92,865 in 2003, 
93,522 in 2004 and 91,297 in 
2005, she said. 

On the state of classrooms 
in public schools in Negros Oc- 
cidental, Belicena said that 
while on paper there are more 
classrooms than the existing 
number of classes, some are 
makeshift and run down and 
need to be repaired or re- 
placed. 

In the elementary level there 
are 6,026 classes and 6,637 in- 
structional rooms and 1,172 
non-instruetional rooms, she 
said. 

In the high school level there 
are 1,813 classes with 1,931 in- 
structional rooms and 348 non- 
instructional rooms, Belicena 


M 
Hawaii, Isabela 
pact to ease 
flow of nurses 


the nurses who do come to 
Hawaii will be trained and quali- 
fied." 


nership being worked out be- 
tween the island-state of Hawaii 
in the United States and Isabela. 
province is expected to boost the 
hiring of mures from this 
province and the improvement of 
the quality of nursing education 
here, officials said. 

Hawaii Rep. Dennis Arakaki, 
‘who was in the country last week 
for a 13-day official visit, said the 
employment of Isabela’s nurses 
was just one of the “promising po- 
tentials” that the two govern- 
ments could establish through a 
sisterhood pact expected to be 
signed this year. 

"We have a very critical short- 
age of nurses in the state of 
Hawaii ... (and) we also know 
that the Philippines provides a 
large number of Filipino nurses. 
This is one area we want to devel- 
ор because you have a resource 
that we could use,” Arakaki told 
provincial officials here last 
week. 


Bridge 

Arakaki visited the province 
and submitted to Vice Gov. Ra- 
mon Reyes, the acting governor, а 
copy of the House Concurrent 
Resolution 230 of Hawaii's 23rd 
Legislature, which approved the 
signing of an agreement between 
Isabela and the US state. 

“The sister-state relationship 
would reinforce and cement [а] 
common bridge for understand- 
ing and mutual assistance be- 
tween ethnic Filipinos of both the 
State of Hawaii and the province 
of Isabela, known as the ‘Rice 
Granary of the North,” the reso- 
lution read. 

Arakaki said the partnership 
would also look into means of im- 
proving the quality of nursing ed- 
ucation in the province, “so that 


— 


Hawaii concerns 

Other areas of collaboration. 
include business, trade, industry, 
sports, health care, social welfare 
and tourism, which, Arakaki said, 
is"oneof Hawaii's forte." 

Gov. Maria Gracia Cielo Pada- 
ca said the Isabela-Hawaii sis- 
terhood pact would not only 
benefit Isabelinos in the country 
but "provide a way and a reason 
for lsabelinos in Hawaii to 
unite.” 

"Isabelinos there will have a 
stronger voice, and the govern- 
ment of Hawaii will have an easi- 
er and more effective way to 
serve them," Padaca said in a 
statement sent from the United 
States, where she is on a study 
tour 

Padaca said the idea of the sis- 
terhood pact came up when she 
Visited Hawaii and met with 
members of their House of Rep- 
resentatives in November last 
year 


Board support 

The following month, the 
Isabela provincial board passed 
a resolution that authorized 
Padaca, on behalf of the Isabela 
government, to enter into a sis- 
terhood agreement with Ha- 
май 

Padaca submitted the board 
resolution to Hawaii Gov. Linda 
Lingle during the Hawaii gover- 
nor' visit to the country in Jan- 
vary. 

On April 13, the Hawaiian gov- 
ernment complemented the Isa- 
bela board's resolution with the 
approval of House Resolution 
230. Melvin Gascon, PDI North- 
ern Luzon Bureau 
‘cep AS 
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ELEMENTARY school pupils queue for free school bags with supplies at the Binmaley I Central School 
in Binmaley, Pangasinan, The town's government is supplying poor pupils with bags and free supplies 


in time for school opening. 


added. 

As to teacher shortage, Be- 
licena said about 30 
more are needed in 
the elementary lev- 
el and 50 for high 
school which is 
minimal compared 
to other parts of the 
country. 

Dr. Milagros Gon- 
zales, Bacolod 
schools division su- 
perintendent, ай 
the lack of school 
teachers in public ele- 
mentary and high 
Schools was very 
manageable because 
Mayor Evelio Leonar- 
dia has been allocating funds for 
teaching aides to augment the 


school 


public 


very 


“the lack of 
teachers in 
elementary 
and high 


schools was 


manageable. 


TOOTS SOBERANOIPDI NORTHERN LUZON BUREAU 


DepEd workforce. 

She also said the lack of class- 
rooms is only being 
felt at the Isla and 
Cabugwason elemen- 
rary schools. 


No land 

At Isla, she said, 
the difficulty is the 
lack of land area to 
build more class- 
rooms, while at 
Cabugwason the 
mew school there 
already has four 
classrooms апд 
) more are under 
construction so the 
shortage will be 
addressed Бу next school 
year. 


To  decongest publie 
schools, the DepEd is also 
providing education vouch- 
ers for students to go to pri- 
vate schools, but school offi- 
cials said there are few tak- 
“ers. 

The vouchers are for 
P4,000 a school year, which 
is not enough to pay for tu- 
ition in private schools so 
parents opt to keep their chil- 
dren in publie schools, Beli- 
cena said. 

She said the 
Schools division. 
voucher slots. 

In Bacolod City, Gonzales said 
they have a little more than 100 
voucher slots but, like those in 
the province, there were also 
few takers. 


provincial 
has 1,500 


A> 


CHR to probe 
abuse of 5 


farmers tagged 
NPA rebels 


CAMP VICENTE LIM, LAGUNA— 
‘The Commission on Human Rights 
is investigating the arrest and de- 
tention of five farmers in Tagaytay 
City who have been accused of be- 
ing communist guerrillas. 

‘Two CHR investigators visited the 
“Tagaytay 5” at their detention cell 
here yesterday to get their account 
of their April 28, 2006 arrest. 

Aristedes “Sarmiento, — Axel 
Alexander Pinpin, Rico Ybafiez, 
Michael Masayes and Riel Custodio. 
were held by intelligence agents of 
the Cavite police and the Philippine 
Navy for supposedly ploting to 
overthrow the government, 


May I plan 

The purported attack, alleged- 
ly supported by rightists, would 
have coincided with Labor Day 
celebrations on May 1. 

The five have been charged 
with rebellion at the Tagaytay re- 
gional trial court. 

Nicanor Agustin, CHR investi- 
gator, said the probe was prompt- 
ed by the request of Sarmiento's 
family and the group's friends 
and supporters. 

He said the CHR would furnish. 
the arresting officers with affi- 
davits of the accused and would 
request them to submit counter- 
affidavits 

He said it could take a week be- 
fore the commission issues a deci- 
sion to start a formal inquiry. 

The five said they welcome the 
role of the CHR in the investiga- 
tion of their case. 

“Hopefully, the CHR can help 
us unmask the abusive characters 
of our arresting officers and (the) 
Gestapo-style arrest they did on 
us. The human rights violations 
are very glaring in this case,” Pin- 
pin told the Inquirer. 


Torture 

‘The five earlier claimed they were 
physically and mentally tortured by 
their police and military captors. 

Lawyers of Sarmiento, Pinpin 
and Custodio have asked the 
courtto dismiss the rebellion case 
against their clients and order 
their immediate release. 

"Veteran human rights lawyer 

and former Sen. Wigberto Тайа- 
да and lawyer Jose Manuel Diok- 
no filed a motion to dismiss the 
case at the sala of Judge Edwin 
Larida, citing no probable cause. 

They argued that despite the 
statement of the arresting officers 
that a gun and explosive materi- 
als were seized from the group, 
police had failed to issue a receipt 
that the items were recovered 
from them. Marlon Ramos, PDI 
Southern Luzon Bureau 
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DAY FOR THE ENVIRONMENT 


Thick, dark clouds that hover above a valley in Baguio City, and indicate either bad weather brewing or effects of pollution gathering in their bosoms, are punctured by 
golden rays of the sun that seem to signal hope for the environment. 
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Abused OFW decides to fight back, sue 


PAGADIAN CITY—A FILIPINO 
maid is suing her former employ- 
er and recruiters for abuses that, 
she said, she suffered while work- 
ing in Lebanon 

Virginia Bonbon, provincial la- 
bor officer, said the Department 
of Labor and Employment was 
helping the victim file charges 
against her former employer and 
at least three agencies who 
‘brought her to Lebanon. 

Bonbon said the victim arrived 
in Lebanon in August and since 
then, suffered from abuses in the 
hands of her employers. She 
could not identify the employers. 

‘The victim refuses to talk with 
теп as a result of her traumatic 
experiences, said Bonbon 

She said the victim had asked 
Lolita Dumaboc, а neighbor, to 


speak on her behalf. 

Dumaboc said Lara arrived in 
Manila from Lebanon on Feb. 25. 
She said а staff member from 
Blue Bay Employment Service 
fetched her at the Ninoy Aquino 
International Airport. She was 
made to stay at its office. 

"The relatives only knew about 
her arrival when am applicant 
from Pagadian recognized her 
and contacted her relatives" 
Dumaboc told the INQUIRER. 

Dumaboc said the family im- 
mediately sought help from the 
Public Employment Service Of- 
fice (Peso). 

The Peso contacted Non-Stop 
Overseas Employment Corp., the 
Manila-based agency that origi 
nally recruited Lara. 

Dumaboc said a brother of 


Lara flew to Manila and, on Feb. der could be the result of “sexual $100. She was made to drink water. 
27, she was brought to a psychia- abuse and geographical separa- Lara was accompanied to the air- 


try ward at the Philippine Gener- tion from family" 


port byan unidentified Filipina. 


al Hospital. She stayed there until Baina Abas-Flores of the Kaa- — "She told me that after drink- 
March 20. gapay Overseas Filipino Workers ing water, she lost track of the 
Dumaboc said a medical cer- Resource and Service Center said events. The victim was uncon- 
tificate issued bythe PGH showed that Lara had told them her male scious until she arrived in Manila 
that Lara was diagnosed with employer first sexually abused оп Feb. 25,” Flores told INQUIRER. 
brief psychotic disorder and had her while she was cooking. Flores said Non-Stop, Diana and 
suffered a miscarriage. After that,'her female employ- 'another'agency, Blue Bay, were in- 


Liecel Trinidad, a medical offi- er started beating her. 


cluded in the charge sheet because. 


cer at the PGH Department of Then one day, her employers they appeared to have connived 
Psychiatry and Behavioral brought her out without telling with the Lebanese employers, who 


Medicine, said in Lara's medical where they were going. 


remained unidentified to this day. 


record that she was “nonconver- Flores said Lara later learned  — She said Non-Stop refused to give 
sant, refused toeat, and had diffi- she was being brought to the of- the name of the employers. 
sleeping.” fice of Diana Service Agency, her “They cannot give us the name 
“Workouts were-done and a principal employer in Lebanon. amd instead offered P200,000 for 
pregnancy test showed positive Her Lebanese employers left her Lara to drop the case against the 


results,” said Trinidad in her there. 


Lebanese employers and the three 


medical report. Flores said the next бау she was agencies," Floressaid. — Michael 
She said Lara's psychotic disor- handed her passpor, anairticketand  Sarcauga, PDI Mindanao Bureau 


Army general says MILF camps refuge of JI members 


CARMEN, NORTH 
Cotabato—The Moro 


6 Para matugunan ko ang sapat 
na pangangalaga sa kalusugan 
ng aking pamilya, mahalagang 

panatilihin ko ang pagiging 
malakas laban sa anumang sakit. 


Kailangan ng tamang diet at 


palagiang exer 


e. Pagdating sa 


gamot, pinipili ko ang 
Ritemed para sa aking diabete: 
De-kalidad na, magaan pa sa bulsa. 
Napagkakatiwalaan dahil 
gawa ng Unilab. 


G 
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IA G. ABAD, M.D. 


President, 


Association of the Municipal 
Health Officers of the Philippines 


Islamic Liberation 
Front (MILF) is still 
coddling members of 
the al-Qaida-linked 
Jemaah Islamiyah in 
their camps despite 
ongoing peace talks 
with the government, 
an Army general said. 
Maj. Gen. Rodolfo 
Obaniana, chief of th 
Army's 6th Infantry Di 
vision, said about 30 
Indonesian Л militants 
were hiding in MILF 
camps in Mindanao. 
The MILF vehe- 
mently denied theac- 
cusation, 
"tis difficult for us to 
аш offenses 
against them because 
they are protected by 
these rebels. We are 
avoiding as much as 
possible a misencounter i 
beween soldiers and 2119 
the rebels" Obaniana are 


sai. ‘THE BATTLE to wean away Mindanao's Muslim population from 
"Our latest count terrorism continues in the villages of Jolo, where Maj. Jane Gross, a 

of Jis in Mindanao is pediatrician from the Tripler Army Medical Center, Hawaii, examines 

30, Tenofthemarein agirlina photo made available by the US Army. м 


Central Mindanao,” 
headded. 

Obaniana did not mention if the leaders of 
the 30 Jis are Dulmatin and Omar Patek, who 
have bounties on their heads set by the US 
State Department. 

Fighting to unite most of Southeast Asia into 
an Islamic state, the JI is blamed for several 
deadly attacks, including bombings in Bali, In- 
donesia in 2002 that killed 202 people. 

MILF spokesperson Eid Kabalu told the In- 
‘ouinen by phone that the guerrilla organization 
was revolutionary and that the MILF did not 
need support from foreign organizations. 

"Thats not true. in fact, since July last year, 
there are no Л militants monitored in our areas. 
If they want to launch operations, they should 
coordinate with our troops (that has the) task of 
interdicting terror groups,” he said. 

Jerry Panaggulon, an MILF commander op- 


erating in Maguindanao who surrendered to 
the military, along with 24 followers, could 
not confirm or deny the existence of Ji mem- 
bers in the guerrilla camps since he became a 
member of the MILF in 2000. 

Panaggulon and at least 44 members of the 
Moro National Liberation Front-Misuari 
group, led by Lugem Daud, were accepted by 
Obaniana in simple ceremonies held at mili- 
tary headquarters here. 

“ic shows only that many of them are now for 
peace and development. They are legitimate rebels 

.. not recycled,” said Col. Ruperto Pabustan, head 
ofthe Аппух 602nd Infantry Brigade 

“For them to be utilized in safeguarding the 
peace and order in their respective areas, they 
will be appointed as civilian volunteers under 
the supervision of their mayors," he added. Je- 
offrey Maitem, PDI Mindanao Bureau 
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Old-timers slam ‘uglification’ of Baguio : 


By Shayne Anne Basco, Beverly Castillo 
and Jahzeel Abihail Cruz 
Contributors 


HEY GREW UP SMELLING THE 
familiar scent of pine, experi- 
encing foggy afternoons, and 
finding comfort in Baguio City’s 
verdant carpet. 


Cecile Afable, Leonora San Agustin and Vir- 
ginia de Guia, now in their 80s and 90s, practi- 
cally grew up with Baguio and witnessed how 
its pristine environment was slowly ruined by 
creeping development. 

They are now fighting for a cause that will re- 
store their beloved city, their home, to its glory. 
Their latest challenge? To stop a flyover project 
at Baguio's gateway. 

‘This battle, they believe, is worth fighting for, 
even to their last breath. 


‘The smell 
of pine and 


i The educator 
the sight of Leonora Paraan San Agustin, 91, recalls her 
memories of Baguio like they happened only 
yesterday. 

“The smell of pine and the sight of Benguet 
lilies along Kennon [Road] used to make us ex- 
cited to go home to Baguio,” says San Agustin, 
curator of the Baguio-Benguet Museum. 

San Agustin graduated valedictorian at the 
Baguio City National High School and finished 
chemical engineering at the old Adamson 
‘School of Engineering in Manila to become the 
first woman chemical engineerin the country. 

She found herself going back to her roots in 
Baguio. She taught English, Chemistry and Ge- 
ology for 45 years at the Baguio Colleges Foun- 
dation (now the University of the Cordilleras). 

“I had to go home to Baguio, and I literally 
became the labandera (laundrywoman) of my 
family” says San Agustin. 

‘She never forgot to give back to her city. Aside 
from founding various women’s organizations, 
such as the Young Women’s Christian Association 
(YWCA) and the Lioness Club, she pursued pro- 
jects to preserve Baguio's natural beauty. 

;. "Ivebeen fighting for the city for 15 years on. 

‚УД à crusade to safeguard Baguio's ambiance and 
allure,” she says. 

7 The proposed flyover stretching over the 

s, Baguio General Hospital and Medical Center 

5 s rotunda, she says, will "uglify^ Baguio, one of 
he top tourist destinations in the country. 

She is puzzled why the Department of Public 

$ Works and Highways insists on a project that 

many people are opposing. 

Should the construction pushes through, the 
felled trees, disrupted aquifer and pollution 
-would deteriorate Baguio further, she says. 

ve^ “Twill йй work [to protect Baguio) unti т 


Benguet 
lilies along 
Kennon 
used to 
make us 
excited to 
go home to 


Baguio’ 


‘Agustin want to preserve what 
flyover at the city's gateway. 


cannot breathe anymore,” said San Agustin. 


The public servant 

De Guia, Baguio's first woman councilor and 
acting mayor, now leads a quiet life at 90. Yet 
her role as a public servant has not ended. 

“Baguio was a dream city created, formed 
and planned by the Americans,” she says. 

But she says like her old photographs, g 
governance is stuck in time. 

De Guia comes from a promirent fantily’if’ 
the city. She says she is а natural environieti 


talist since her father was among the pioneer: 


foresters in the country 

After graduating from the Univéssity of Н 

pines with a degree th philosophy, De Guia 
940.5 fe 

She returned to Bagio and found 
running for office that same year. 

"1 don't regret taking up law because it was 
funandlleamedalot"DeGuiasys — , 

Knowledge of the law, she says, helped lier. 
make Baguio a well-administered city during 
her term. “Baguio had a good government, [it 
was] a very disciplined city” she says. 


left of Baguio's pine cover by opposing the construction of a 


К е 


But politicking and lax law enforcement have 
deteriorated Baguio, once a model city in the 
country, 

She blames politicians for pushing through 
with unnecessary projects such as the proposed 
flyover. 

"We are in favor of development, but devel- 
opment must have direction,” De Guia says. The 


оой project, she believes, may end up unfinished 


due to lack of funds. 
2 The writer 
Абе house is a museum in its own right. 
Decorating it are Sung Dynasty jars and one of 
National Arist Benedicto Cabrera's early paint- 
ings But йв most prized possessionis stil Из own- 
"èr, a small woman bound to big responsibilities. 
$ "When they ask me what organization I be- 
* long to, I зау I only belong to one, ‘Cecile Afa- 
ble,” she says. 
Afable, 83, is editor in chief of the Baguio 
Midland Courier, the oldest community news- 
5 paper in the city. 
‘Though her four children, now all profes- 
£ sionals, chose to serie elsewhere, Afable is hap- 


So you want to drink ‘tapuy’ in Ambaguio? Think again 


By Ben Moses Ebro 
Ambaguio, Nueva Vizcaya 


ISITORS SPENDING THEIR VA- 
cation in the upland town of Am- 
baguio (pop: 9,750) in Nueva 
Vizcaya will be surprised to know 
that buying intoxicating drinks, 
including the native rice wine 
“tapuy,” and drinking with 
friends and relatives are not as 
easy as in the lowlands. 

For the past years, Ambaguio 
(whose name was coined from 
“ambagiw" or moss), which is 
mostly inhabited by the Kala- 
nguya tribe members, is one of the 
proud makers and users of native 
rice wine, along with the towns of 
Kayapa, Kasibu and Sta. Fe. 

"Lused to go to Ambaguio and 
drink tapuy with my friends with 
ease. Not anymore; we were even 
stoned,” said Rudie Bueno, a for- 
mer schoolteacher and friend of 
the Kalanguya's in town. 

He was surprised to know later 
that his visit to Agustin Bugtong, 
village chief of Salingsingan, re- 
sulted in the filing of a complaint 


*[D]rinking 
in most 
villages has 
resulted in 
various 
domestic 
problems 
that tend to 


spending more [time] drinking 

than studying,” Samonte said. 
She said drinking in most vil- 

lages had resulted in various do- 


are issued by the mayor or baran- 


gay officials, she said. 


‘The allowable volume of drinks 
will be limited, based on the capac- 


йу of visitors and 
added. Local officials 


able for untoward incidents. 

Since Ambaguio's villages are far 
from one another, Mayor Nuepe 
Manuel has deputized village chiefs 
to issue permits to menymakers 
and festival hosts. They also act as 
"regulators" to ensure that no unto- 


ward incident happens. 


Offenders, which may include 
host families and stores or people 


who sold the intoxica 
are fined P500 for ti 


fense; P1,500, second offense; 


ANCIENT WINE. Indigenous. 
peoples of the Cordillera, like. 
this elder from Ifugao, have been 
producing “tapuy” (rice wine) 
for centuries. 


турал 


America's Сагее; 


2,500, third offense; and confis- 
cation of business permits -for 
continuous offenses. 

But Mauricio Bandao, 46, vil- 
lage chief of Tiblac, has ques- 
tioned the ordinance as a regula- 
tory and prohibitory measure. 

The law, in its entirety, has regu- 
latory provisions, but one of them 
has become the subject of discus- 
sion because of its discriminatory 
effect on people's integrity and im- 
age, especially men, he said. 

Legal experts, who spoke бш 
ing a recent seminar on the 
barangay justice system, suggest- 
ed that the ban on drinking 
should have the consensus of Am- 
baguio voters, he said. 


guests, she 
are held li- 


ting drinks, 
ће first of- 


Hotels Around 
the World 


r University: 


ру to stay in Baguio. She adores the blue sky ,; 
and open space. 

But like San Agustin’and De Guia, Afable 
thinks that Baguio has changed for the worse. y 
“There are too many houses, more than enough | 
to be supported by the water system,” she says. 

‘Among the causes she is advocating are the re- 
greening and the protection of the water system '4 
of the city. But what occupies most of her time ', 
now is opposing another будуег in Baguio. é 
Issues 1 

These women believe that people who donot 
care about Baguio have not experienced it the 4 
way they have. 

“We're fighting because we experienced the 
beauty ambiance and good life of Baguio,” says 
San Agustin. : 

They say the flyover will ruin Baguio's small 
town appeal and result in the cutting of centu- 
ry-old trees. 

“The city does not have the funding. The 
Commission on Audit now will not give certifi- 
cation that the money is there,” says Afable. 

Afable said if traffic at the BGHMC rotunda 
was the problem, a traffic light would be the 
cheaper and more environment friendly solu- 
tion 

San Agustin, De Guia and Afable agree that 
apathy is their worst enemy. 

“If you don't demonstrate against [the fiy- , 
over], nothing will happen,” says Afable. 

“The worst crime is not doing anything,” San 
Agustin says. 

‘But the DPWH is determined to push the pro- 
ject despite the opposition of some sectors. 

Mariano Alquiza, DPWH regional director, |, 
says he is planning to issue another suspension 
order on the project following the agency's fail- 
ure to obtain a permit to cut trees from the city | 
government. 

"We are studying the possibility of going di- ' 
rectly to the DENR [for the permit]," he says. 

Mayor Braulio Yaranon has opposed the fly- 
over and says he will not issue the permitto cut 
trees for the project. f 
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against the official, who acted as 
his host during a village fiesta. 

Bueno said he, Bugtong and 
some friends drank rice wine dur- 
ing that visit and this prompted the 
complaint. Bugtong was charged 
with violating Municipal Ordi- 
nance No. 127, which prohibits the 
selling and drinking of liquor, wine 
and other intoxicating drinks by 
the local women's organization. 

Councilor Juliet Samonte, chair 
of the municipal councils commit- 
tee on infrastructure, social wel- 
fare and health, said the ordinance 
was approved in November last 
year as a response to the increasing 
number of drunk villagers which 
has affected the town's peace and 
order situation. ] 

"We have noted an increasing 
number of, our villagers wasting 
their time drinking instead of be- 
ing with their families, Even stu- 
dents are drawn to this vice, 


destroy the 
harmonious 
relationship 
among 
Kalanguya 
families’ 


mestic problems that tend to de- 
stroy the harmonious relation- 
ship among Kalanguya families. 
The ordinance, which was pro- 
posed three years ago, is also sup- 
ported by women’s organizations 
in other villages, Samonte said. 
"In fact, they are now active as 
our partners in the implementa- 
tion of this ordinance,” she said. 
Local officials have expressed re- 
lief that with the ordinance, their ef- 
forts could now be focused on other 
development projects, instead of re- 
solving drinking-related incidents. 
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Cultural practice 

The ordinance does not go 
against the production of tapuy as 
part of the cultural practice among 
the Kalanguya, Samonte said. 

Rice wine drinking is allowed 
during tribal festivities, like wed- 
dings, rituals, clan reunions and 
town festivals, provided permits 


The Advance Culinary Placement Diploma (ACP): 
America's Career University post-graduate diploma that 
grooms you to be a Chef de Partie to work in any 
world-class hotel or restaurant in the world. 


Applicants should possess diploma or bachelor's degree 
with one year work experience, 22 - 30 years old & 
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om. What your cellphone 
| says about 
your personality 


by Grace Shangkuan Koo, Ph. D. 


‘Some like it hot; some like it icy. Some like both. Flashy mobiles p. 
or nondescript two-featured models? Are cellphones still 
considered status symbols? Certainly not for newspaper vendors 

in Hong Kong! Some users are talkative; while others simply 

reply with a forlorn “К”. My ringing tone is a Chopin etude; my 
husband's, the traditional “krr-ring!” For the neurotic, everything 

is an emergency; while the lethargic feel everything can wait. 

The sentimental fellows find everything picture-worthy; the self- 
conscious ones refuse to be caught on camera. Some delete 

the messages as soon as they are received; others keep them in the inbox to 
reminisce. While some settle for basic phone functions, others, especially the younger 
ones go for cutting edge technology. 


With Globe Gizmo Prepaid, kids are spared this dilemma through special features 
tailor-fit for youngsters aged seven to twelve, like the exclusive Gizmobits trivia 
service and other learning tools. 


Cellphones have made it easier for people to keep in touch with each other. For busy 
working parents, it's a convenient way of monitoring their kids. Especially with Globe 
Gizmo's Emergency Text and Low Load Alert — these child-friendly services ensure 
constant communication between parent and child. Frequent cellphone use made 
“txt spelng" popular as well. Poor spellers have found the best ally and alibi for wrong 
spelling. Grammarians, on the other hand, can't stand the warped language - kids 
won't find this a problem, with Globe Gizmo's Dictionary and Thesaurus functions. 


Whether you're a kid or a grownup don't forget proper phone etiquette. Keep your 
phone switched off or on silent mode while at the movies or attending important 
functions. Courtesy is always appreciated. A simple greeting at the start of every 
message can brighten anyone's day. Talking loudly on the phone is a no-no! Remember 
that there are other people in the room, and you might be disturbing them as well. 
Practice proper phone habits so your children turn to be responsible cellphone users. 


‘An exemplary teacher, voracious reader, and classical music advocate, Dr. Grace Koo shared her 
parenting and education expertise with the Gizmo Advisory Board (GAB), an advocacy group promoting 
responsible mobile connectivity for the youth. Convened by Globe Gizmo Prepaid - the country's 
first prepaid mobile service for kids - GAB has worked with the brand їп developing interactive 
learning experiences and appropriate connectivity options for youngsters aged seven to twelve. 


Опе of the GAB's flagship projects was the development of 
Gizmobits, a FREE educational service offering daily fun facts 

j| in four different areas. MYMIND has study tips and helpful facts 

Я from science and other subjects; MYWORLD introduces kids 

: гы to diverse sights and traditioris here and abroad; 
MYCONNECTIONS teaches kids how to connect with themselves, with others, and with God; while 
MYBODY is all about proper hygiene, nutrition, and fitness. Your child can avail of this free service 
if they are using a Globe Gizmo SIM. Your child just needs to text GIZMOBITS to 2811 to access the 
educational tips mentioned above. 
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‘Gutsy educator’ 
wanted at DepEd 


AMILITANT STUDENT GROUP HAS CALLED ON MALACANANG TO 
appoint a “gutsy educator” as permanent head of the Department of 
Education, saying the long delay in the appointment of a secretary has 
serious repercussions for the country's education system. 


"The lack of a permanent DepEd secretary 
can be a hindrance to the agency's long-term 
plans,” said Kabataan Party vice president 
Carl Marc Ramota. 

President Macapagal-Arroyo yesterday or- 
dered the military to build makeshift class- 
rooms to ease an acute shortage. 

"Education is a flagship concern of this ad- 
ministration,” the President said in a state- 
ment. 

“We will not stop until we can deliver all 
available resources to build more classrooms 
led by competent teachers, and with better 
books, facilities and modern tools of leam- 
ing,” she said. 

‘On Monday, as 20 million students began 
the school year, Ms Arroyo acknowledged 
that there were “perennial problems” in the 
education system. 


‘BUSINESS EDUCATION 


Many children were crammed into gymna- 
siums, open spaces and even toilets on the 
first day of classes, reports said. 

Noting that it has been almost a year since 
Florencio Abad resigned as DepEd chief, 
Ramota said the delay “only [showed] Ar- 
royo's regard for education and her govern- 
ments insincerity to promote quality educa- 
tion and competitiveness for young Filipinos.” 

“The way she has handled this issue and 
how she has treated DepEd officer in charge 
(OIC) Fe Hidalgo and former Undersecretary 
Miguel Luz show how Arroyo acts toward offi- 
cials who differ with her position and how she 
regards education,” Ramota said. 

He said that the new education chief must be 
a "gutsy educator” that would push for a higher 
education budget and must be willing to review 
“ambiguous policies.” ^ Alcuin Papa and AFP 
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Planholders, 
firm feud eyed 


By Luige A. del Puerto, Tarra V. 
Quismundo and Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


А BOMB WENT OFF IN FRONT OF THE 
Great Pacific Life Assurance Corp. (Grepalife) 
building on Gil Puyat Avenue, Makati City, at 
around 2:50 a.m. yesterday. 

No one was hurt in the incident although 
the blast shattered glass panels on the first. 
floor where the office of Lifetime Plans, a 
vision of pre-need firm Pacific Plans Inc- 
(PPP), is located. 

“Right now, it’s premature to point to any 
group as responsible for the attack but one 
angle being looked into is the rift between 
Pacific and its planholders,” said Senior 
Supt. Samuel Pagdilao Jr., the spokesperson 
ofthe Philippine National Police. 

"That's the strongest angle so far,” he said, 
adding that the Yuchengcos, owner of the in- 
surance firm, were fully cooperating with 
police investigators. 

PPI planholders have been pursuing 
claims with the firm. The PPI, on the other 
hand, had sought remedy from the court, 
saying it was unable to pay the claims be- 
cause of tuition increases. A group at the 
forefront of the fight, the Parents Enabling 
Parents (PEP) Coalition, subsequently sued 
the Yuchengco-owned PPI because of un- 
paid plans. In turn, PPI sued for libel some of 
the PEP leaders. 

PEP Coalition president Philip Piccio, 
however, denied that the group was behind 
the bombing. “They can quickly point to 
planholders but we can also say that the 
blast may have come from them to gain sym- 
pathy, of which they have none anymore. It's 
easy to guess who I'm referring to," Piccio 
said. 

He added: "There are limits to actions we 
can do and we do not countenance such 
things. that’s why we went to the courts." 


Business as usual 

PPI spokesperson Felix Desiderio, mean- 
while, said it was business at usual. "We be- 
lieve that the bombing is merely part of an 
orchestrated attack against PPI to scare us 
and prevent us from defending ourselves 
and availing of the remedies available under 
the law,” Desiderio added. 

< Officials from the Makati Police Special 
Weapons and Tactics and the PNP Bomb Da- 
ta Center said the improvised explosive de- 
vice (IED) was a pillbox, based on the rem- 
rants of the bomb recovered from the scene. 

Pagdilao said it was unlikely that terror- 
ists were behind the attack because of the 
type of explosive used and the manner in 
which the attack was carried out. 


Justice 

SPD director Wilfredo Garcia, mean- 
while, had another theory. “Maybe, a rightist 
or leftist group is trying to exact justice for 
planholders," he said. 

Makati police chief, Senior Supt. Marietto 
Valerio, had the same view. "Maybe support- 
ers of the planholders or people who feel 
like they have been too oppressed had con- 
nections with leftist or rightist groups and 
told them about their grievances,” Valerio 
said. 

‘At the same time, he downplayed the 
claim made by a group called Kawal at 
Taong Bayan that they were behind the inci- 
dent. “I haven't heard of this group. Maybe 
they are just taking advantage of the situa- 
tion,” said Valerio. 
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ratulations- 


Congratulations to Rosalinda and Jonathan T. Aleta of BPI Cabanatuan branch. 
They have won P500,000 in the May Draw of BPI’s SAVE UP, MOVE UP! 


You still have a chance to win a Volvo V50 or a condo unit in The Columns Ayala Avenue in the next draws, 
So save up with BPI today! 
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Stopping for gas was unwise 
move for 3 robbery suspects 


By Tarra V. Quismundo 


THREE SUSPECTED ROBBERS WERE 
arrested at around 2 a.m. yesterday after 
two of their victims recognized the sus- 
pects’ vehicle at a gasoline station on the 
corner of Gil Puyat and Chino Roces Av- 
enues in Makati City. 

The three—believed to be members of 
the notorious robbery gang "Midnight 
Bandits—were identified as Marko 
Villavicencio, Ramon Carlo Manila and a 
17-year-old boy. 

"They were noticed by those they had 
victimized in the past days. They were 
identified and arrested by a mobile p 

“trol,” said Makati police chief, Senior 
Supt. Marietto Valerio. 

The suspects were on board a green 
1996 model green Toyota Corolla (UMJ 
266) which had a media card on the 
windshield and a Department of Interior 
and Local Government plate attached to 
the rear when they were spotted by 
Jonas Ricardo and Frederick Villasis. 

The two had been robbed over the 
weekend by several men on board a vehi- 


bi 


cle that looked like the one they spotted. 
atthe gas station. 

They immediately alerted police offi- 
cers, who in turn confirmed that the ve- 
hicle was being sought by authorities. 
Police then arrested the suspects who 
yielded a .38 cal. revolver and a fake M- 
16 from their vehicle. 

Valerio said several wallets, likely be- 
longing to the gang's victims, were also 
found inside the vehicle. 

“They have been under surveillance 
for a week. We have responded to a re- 
port of this vehicle being involved in rob- 
bery but they got away. They have been 
operating here for more than a month,” 
said the police chief. 

Valerio said the alleged robbery 
gang, which usually operated with five 
members on board their car, would go 
around the city at night, looking for 
victims, 

The suspects face robbery charges 
based on the complaint of the two men. 
The police were waiting for the gangs 
other victims to file a complaint against 
them. 


By Edson C. Tandoc Jr. 


SAYING PASIG CITY WAS ALREADY 
wealthy, Mayor Vicente Eusebio yes- 
terday announced he would block any 
attempt to establish the administra- 
tion-endorsed Small Time Lottery 
(STL) inthe city. 

“I will not allow any form of gam- 
bling in Pasig City" Eusebio, a staunch 
supporter of President Macapagal-Ar- 
тоуо, told the INQUIRER. 

He made the announcement after 
he:was approached by several lobby- 
ists proposing the establishment of an 
STL outlet in the city. 

“Тат making this announcement so 
these lobbyists will know that 1 will 
not allow it in the city” Eusebio 
added. 

The national government came 
up with the STL, now being ran by 
the Philippine Amusement and 
Gaming Corp., to stamp out the ille- 

gal numbers game popularly 


Pasig mayor vows to stop 
entry of STL in city 


known as jueteng. 

Some mayors їп the metropolis, 
however, such as Quezon City Mayor 
Feliciano Belmonte, have opposed 
STL operations in their areas. San 
Juan Mayor JV Ejercito had also an- 
nounced earlier that he would not al- 
low STL operations in his town, an op- 
position bailiwick. 

"Our city has achieved economic 
supremacy with the help of legitimate 
investors and its industrious people,” 
Eusebio said. 

“The STL, jueteng and other forms 
of gambling (have) nothing to do with 
our present financial status,” the may- 
or added. 

He also ordered the City Business. 
Permits and Licensing Office to disap- 
prove permits for casino, bingo gam- 
ing or Internet gambling 

In the statement, Eusebio asked city 
residents to also quickly report to au- 
thorities any illegal gambling activity 
in their areas. 
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LIVING DANGEROUSLY 


Shanties of informal settlers dot the riverbanks in Barangay Don Galo, Parafiaque City. Residents, however, are living on the 


‘edge as the onset of the rainy season may lead to floods which could wash away their houses. 
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Still no classes at Taguig 
high; principal hangs on 


By Jocelyn R. Uy 


CLASSES REMAIN SUSPENDED AT THE 
Taguig National High School as watch- 
men turned away students who showed 
up yesterday morning, reportedly upon 
the orders of school principal Dr. Eleonor 
(not Eleanor as earlier reported) Abisa- 
do. 

Classes were called off on Monday af- 
ter some 100 teachers, students and 
some parents staged а rally calling for 
Abisado's ouster on charges of corrup- 
tion. 

Yesterday, Department of Education. 
(DepEd) Undersecretary Franklin Sunga 
went to Abisado's office to inform her 
about her reassignment to another 
school. But Abisado told the INqumER 
that she was determined to stay put at 
her post. “Undersecretary Sunga came 
here to inform me that I would be reas- 


signed to another school. But I resisted,” 
Abisado said. She added that DepEd offi- 
cials should be punishing the teachers 
who held a rally on Monday because 
they supposedly violated DepEd Secre- 
tary Fe Hidalgos directive against teach- 
ers holding protest actions. 

Abisado had reset the opening of 
classes to Tuesday next week after Mon- 
day's rally. They also claimed she lacked 
school management skills, had misap- 
propriated school funds and was not 
concerned about the teachers’ welfare. 

But Abisado had dismissed the allega- 
tions as “baseless” and “politically moti- 
vated,” adding that Mayor Freddie Tinga 
could have something to do with the de- 
mand for her ouster. This, however, was 
denied by Ana Santos, Taguig public in- 
formation office head. “The protesters 
were teachers and parents airing their 
grievances,” she said. 
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For venue details and other updates, log on to 
www.expo2005.org ph. 
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LLDA okays 
reopening 

of snack factory 
in Caloocan 


By Nancy C. Carvajal 


A FACTORY WHICH WAS SHUT DOWN IN APRIL 
by the Laguna Lake Development Authority has 
been allowed to reopen after complying with anti- 
pollution requirements set by the government 
agency. 

LLDA General Manager Casimiro A. Ynares Ш 
signed the three-page order dated May 17 lifting 
the cease-and-desist order (CDO) issued against 
KSK Food Products, manufacturer of the com- 
snack brand Boy Bawang. 

The factory in Caloocan City, was allowed to re- 
sume operations after management undertook re- 
medial measures, including the construction of a 
‘wastewater treatment facility (WTF) set for com- 
pletion on Aug. 31. KSK Food also implemented ап 
antipollution program in which wastewater pro- 
duced by the factory would be directed to a collect- 
ing pit, sprayed with enzymes and then passed 
through а solid-liquid separator before its re- 
leased, free of pollutants, into a nearby creek. 

‘The LLDA, however, gave the firm until Aug. 31 
to finish the construction of its WTR apart from re- 
quiring the firm to submit a monthly report on the 
project's status. “Otherwise, the CDO previously is- 
sued shall again be reinforced and will remain un- 
til the complete construction of its WTR” it 
warned, 


Requirements 

Narciso Mallari, KSK Food spokesperson, mean- 
while, said they were committed to complying 
with the requirements set by the government 
agency. “Civil and mechanical works for the con- 
struction of the WTF are being done round the 
clock to enable us to meet the deadline sec by LL- 
DA,” he told the Inquirer. 

The LLDA had issued a CDO to KSK Food on 
April 18 after its equipment and facilities at 949 
Шапо Road, Bignay, Caloocan City, were found to 
be a source of water pollution. The order was im- 
plemented on April 26. 

The firm, however, filed a motion for the is- 
suance of a temporary lifting order (TLO) the fol- 
lowing day. The CDO was lifted on April 27 after 
the firm met the requirements for the issuance of a 
TLO but the LLDA decided to reinforce the CDO af- 
ter finding some violations on the part of KSK 
Food. After complying with the LLDAs require- 
ments, the government agency decided to lift the 
CDO against the company on May 17. 
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Help desks in schools 
IF you cannot go to 
the police, the po- 
lice will come to 
you. Manila Police 
District (MPD) di- 
rector Chief Supt. 
Pedro Bulaong 
yesterday remind- 
ей elementary and 
high school stu- 
dents in the ойу 
that they need not proceed to police stations 
to report criminal incidents. Bulaong said 
the students just have to voce out their con- 
cerns at the school's designated student as- 
sistance desks. "The commanders of police 
community precincts near the schools are 
responsible for collecting and immediately 
acting on the reports" the MPD official said 
in an interview. The desks, usually managed 
by the school's guidance counselors and se- 
curity officers, were formed after the reacti- 
vation of the School Campus Security Com- 
mitte last week 

Margaux C. Ortiz 


Struck by lightning 

THE FIRST day of school turned out to be 
the last for a 15-year-old дїп. Gelene Vito, a 
4th year student of the Muntinlupa National 
High School, was killed after lightning 
struck her on Monday afternoon. Vitto and a 
classmate, Vanessa Veron, had sought shel- 
ter from a light drizzle under a nara ree on 
the school grounds after their classes ended 
at 12:45 p.m., said Editha Valdez, officer-in- 
‘charge of the school. Valdez said a school 
employee, who was eating lunch in the prin- 
cipal office which was overlooking the nar- 
Ta tree, saw the two sit on one of the bench- 
ез under the tree. The staf also saw Vitto 
using her cellular phone. “Suddenly she 
heard an explosion. Then she saw the two 
Girls already sprawied on the ground," she 
Said. Vitto was rushed to the Muntinlupa 
Medical Center where she was declared 
dead on arrival. Veron, as of press time, was 
stil confined at the hospital for “mild trau- 
ma." Jocelyn R. Uy 


Art exhibit at Paulo's 


PAULO'S, a new restaurant complex on 
Kalayaan Avenue (behind Quezon City Hall) 
will have a soft launch on June 8 at 6 p.m., 
featuring an exhibit of the recent works of 
various artists, including Francisco Verano, 
‘Adi Baens Santos, Leonilo Doloricon, Dante 
Perez, Jessie Alfonso, Entes Magpusao, 
Ernie Patricio and Bing Siochi. The artworks 
are for sale at below-gallery prices. The sub- 
jects range from decorative landscapes and 
flowers to historical landmarks, nudes and 
abstracts. "Dining at Paulo's should provide 
a better appreciation of Filipino culture, both 
in fine cuisine and in the fine ats,” said 
owner Dr. Richard Llorca. 


Slay suspects nabbed 

THE NATIONAL Bureau of Investigation yes- 
terday announced the arrest of two Chinese 
nationals allegedly behind the death of a 
casino financier late ast year. NBI acting di- 
rector Nestor Mantaring said suspects Lee 
Wei Jiang or Anthony Lee and Yun Yao Feng 
were arrested by publi security officers in 
mainland China on May 16 and May 17, re- 
spectively. In a report to the NBI, Supt. Liu 
Lujun of the Embassy of the People's Re- 
public of China said Leo was nabbed in 
Shishi City, Fujian Province while Yun was 
arrested in Huai Nan City, Anhui Province. 
Three other suspects, Hua Hong or Xiao 
Feng, Huang Cheng De or Oti, William Co, 
remain at large. A sixth suspect, Allan Men- 
бога, was arrested shortly fter victim Shi 
Bun Tok or Emerson Sy was found dead on 
Diosdado Macapagal Avenue in Pasay ity 
оп Dec. 1, 2005. Margaux б. Ortiz 
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THOUSANDS of Chilean students march during a massive protest. 
rally June 5 along the streets of Valparaiso, to demand education. 


OTTAWA—MORE ARRESTS WERE EXPECT- 
ей following the detention of 17 people over 
an alleged al-Qaida-inspired plot to bomb 
high profile targets in Canada, a top police of- 
ficial said Monday. 

‘Amid media reports that the Canadian parlia- 
ment was on the group's hitlis, Mike McDonell, 
assistant commissioner of the Royal Canadian 
Mounted Police (RCMP), said: “This investiga- 
tion is not finished.” "We will be following every 
investigative lead we have to its conclusion and 
anybody that aided, facilitated, or participated in 
this terrorist event will be arrested and brought 
to the courts,” McDonell told CBC public televi- 
sion. 

‘Twelve men and five youths detained in On- 
tario province on Friday and Saturday would ap- 
pear in court Tuesday to face charges over an al- 
leged plan to stage a series of spectacular bomb 
attacks, officials said. 


gets were. 

But media reports suggested the group had 
videotaped the CN Tower in Toronto, one of the 
world’ tallest structures, and planned to hit 
Canada's parliament in Ottawa and intelligence 
service offices in Toronto, as well as the Toronto 
Stock Exchange. 

"The group had acquired three tons of ammo- 
mium nitrate, a fertilizer ingredient that can be 
mixed with fuel to create explosive devices, po- 
lice said. 

The amount is three times what was used in 
the 1995 bombing of a US federal building in 
Oklahoma City, Oklahoma, that Killed 168 peo- 
ple. 

“It was their intent to use it for a terrorist at- 
tack,” McDonell said. But police raids on what 
media said were a dozen locations prevented 
them from assembling bombs, he said. 

"This group posed a real and serious 


out these acts," he noted. 

Media reports said the group was detained in 
a sting operation after the RCMP itself delivered 
the fertilizer just before the raids. 

"Toronto police chief Bill Blair said the accused 
were not motivated by their Muslim faith, seek- 
ing to allay fears of an anti-Muslim backlash af- 
ter vandals broke windows at a mosque late Sat- 
шау. 

But some local Muslim community represen- 
tatives said the charges would be proved false. 
“This is an attack on the Muslim community" Aly 
Hindy an imam, had told reporters Saturday. 

Some community representatives questioned 
the timing of the arrests less than a week after 
Jack Hooper, deputy director of operations at 
Canadian Security intelligence Service (CSIS), 
warned Canada faced а growing threat from 
“homegrown terrorists,” particularly youth upset 
about the oppression of Muslims worldwide and 


reforms. 
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Indon quake toll revised 
BANTUL, Indonesia—indonesian authorities on 
‘Monday revised down the death toll from the Java 
earthquake to nearly 5 800, as new aid supples 
helped survivors move forward on the long road to 
recovery After sending assessment teams to Central 
Sava and Yogyakarta provinces, the socal fas min- 
istry revised down the quake death ой fom 6.234 to 
5,782. The number of injured also went down to from 
46,000 to 33,000. But the ministry dramatically 
raised the number of people displaced in the crisis, 
Saying more than 343,000 had spent a ninth nightin 
the open, many of them under rudimentary tents 
‘made of plastic sheeting and bamboo poles. 


Iceland's premier quits 
REYKJAVIK —The prime minister of Iceland, whose 
ration has been hit by worries about economic over- 
heating. said on Monday he planned to step down 
and media reports said the foreign minister would 
take his place. Prime Minister Hallér Asgrimsson 
tad eser tod local media he would take responsi- 
bility for the poor performance of his Progressive 
Party in local elections on May 27. "Halidor Asgrims- 
son has said that he wil end his involvement in poli- 
tics,” a government spokesperson old Reuters, re- 
ferring to comments the prime minister made to ice- 
Tandic media. He gave no more details. Reuters 


Bomb blast rocks Sri Lanka 
COLOMBO—A powerful bomb exploded outside a 
navy base near the Sri Lankan capta! Colombo 
Tuesday, seriously wounding atleast one man, mili 
tary officials said. The bomb, believed to be a Giay- 
more mine, went off as a bus pulled up outside the 
Wolisara nawy сатр, a military official said, adding 
that the driver of the vehicle was criticaly wounded. 
There was no claim of responsibility, but similar at- 
tacks have been blamed on Tamil rebels. No other 
details were immediately avaiable АР 


Iraqi gets life for kidnapping 
ВАСНОАО—А Baghdad court sentenced an Iraqi 
man to е in prison on Monday in connection with 
the 2004 abduction and kiling of an Iragi-Briish aid 
worker. cour official said that Mustafa Saiman һай 
been convicted on what appeared о be charges of 
aiding and abating aid worker Margaret Hassans 
Killers. Two other defendants were freed. Salman was. 
sentenced a few hours alter the start of the trial, be- 
teved to e one of the first known trials for the abduc- 
tion or kiling of foreign-born civilan in пад. Reuters 


New Peru leader’s challenges 
LIMA—Alan Garcia, Peru's new president-elect, 
pledges to do what few Latin American leaders have 
achieved: seduce Wall Street with prudent policies 
and simultaneously ИЧ milions out of poverty. Hun- 
dreds of thousands of people danced in the streets 
оп Sunday night shouting: "He's going to give usa. 
better life,” ecstatic at the prospect of Garcias 
promises ot loans, schools, drinking water and 
cheap gasoline. But making good on ambitious 
promises of 7 percent annual economic growth, a 
fiscal deficit of 1 percent of gross domestic product 
and cutting both literacy rates and soaring domes- 


АР 


т 


Police have refused to say what the tar- 


Gunmen snatch 50 in Baghdad, 
11 students gunned down 


BAGHDAD—GUNMEN IN COMMANDO UNI- 
forms snatched at least 50 people from travel 
agencies in central Baghdad on Monday in an 
apparent kidnapping, as 11 students were 
shot dead elsewhere in the Iraqi capital. 

‘The commander of the police commandos 
in Baghdad, Maj. Gen. Rashid Fulayah, con- 
tradicted earlier reports that the operation 
маз officially sanctioned. 

"The ministry of interior has nothing to do 
with this arrest and ең 
mando forces and the forces of public order 
brigades who are not authorized to do such 
operations," Fulayah told AFP. 

Two Syrians were among those taken 
away. 

“They took people away randomly” said 
one store owner on Salhiya street, convinced 
it was criminal elements. "They grabbed a fa- 
ther and his two children but left the mother 
оп the street shouting.” Witnesses described 
how two vehicles painted with the distinctive 
camouflage pattern of the commandos, ac- 


Bush pushes ban 
on gay marriage 


WASHINGTON—US PRES- 
ident George W. Bush on 
Monday pushed for a na- 
tional ban on homosexual 
marriage, an election-year 
effort on an issue dear to 
his conservative Republi- 
can base but unlikely to be- 
come law. 

With just five months be- 
fore November legislative 
elections that are expected to 
be dominated by issues like 
the war in Iraq, Bush called 
for a constitutional amend- 
ment defining marriage as 
solely between a man and a 
woman. 

“1 call on the Congress to 
pass this amendment, send it 
to the states for ratification so 
we can take this issue out of 
the hands of over-reaching 
judges and put it back where 
it belongs—in the hands of 
the American people" he 
зай. 

Bush again targeted what 


resolve. And the 
resolve this issue 


Joris in the 
House оѓ 
tives— Bush's. 


the 50 US states. 


who have struck down laws 
restricting mariage to a 
union between а man and a 
woman in the states of Wash- 
ington, California, Maryland, 
New York and Nebraska. 

“its an important issue for 
ош country to debate and to 


constitutional amendment, 
which I strongly support,” 
said the president. 

A constitutional amend- 
ment is unlikely because it 
must gamer two-thirds ma- 


lack the votes—and then win 
passage from three-fourths of 


But with Bush's approval 
ratings at dismal levels, ex- 
perts say Republicans need to 
‘muster as many of their con- 
servative faithful as possible 
to prevent heavy losses in the 


companied by another 10 unmarked pick-up 
trucks, blocked off the street and began tak- 
ing people away. 

"If they were the government, they would 
have investigated and asked who the people. 
they took were," said another witness who 
preferred to remain anonymous. 

Unattended small trucks for hauling goods 
lined the street after their drivers had been 
taken away. 

The raid took abour 10 minutes and the po- 
lice who came to investigate claimed no 
knowledge of the operation. 

The confusion over whether the raid was 
officially sanctioned or a criminal operation is 
a reflection of the widespread suspicion peo- 
ple in Baghdad have of security forces, some 
of whom are believed to be infiltrated by mili- 
tias. 

A number of other violent operations have 
been carried out by gunmen in uniforms, 
which can be easily purchased in the city’s 
markets. AFP 


Abbas to call 
referendum 
after talks fail 


RAMALLAH—PALESTINIAN 
leader Mahmud Abbas was set 
Tuesday to call a referendum ona 
statehood plan which implicitly 
recognizes Israel after a deadline 
passed for a policy agreement be- 
tween the Натазјей govern- 
ment and his Fatah faction. 

"The president will fix the date 
for holding this referendum on 
Tuesday" his office said in a state- 
ment, following the failure of 
last-minute talks late Monday be- 
tween Palestinian factions in the 
West Bank town of Ramallah, 

Hamas, meanwhile, called for 
more negotiations even as a mid- 
night deadline set by Abbas passed 
after 10 days of dialogue. But the 
Palestinian Authority president was 
reported to have ruled out any ex- 
tension. Abbas had set the deadline 
for Hamas, which routed Fatah in 
January elections and formed a 
government, to soften its policy. 

The Islamists have defied enor- 
mous pressure to accept an initia- 
tive drawn up by jailed faction lead- 
ers that has been the centerpiece of 


best way to 
is through a 


Senate and 
Representa- 
Republicans 


AFP 


threat. It had the capacity and intent to carry 


Canada's combat role in Afghanistan. AFP 


BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 
INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 
The DILG through its Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) invites 


service contractors to apply for eligibility and to Bid for the hereunder 
project: 


NAME OF PROJECT | Provision of Janitorial and 
Sanitation Services for the 
Calendar Year 2006 for the 
Department of the Interior and 
Local Government located at A. 
Francisco Gold Condominium Il, 
EDSA corner Mapagmahal Street, 
Diliman, Quezon City 

Approved Budget for 
the Contract (ABC) 


Contract Duration 


Php 3,500,000.00 
August 1 – December 31, 2006 


Prospective bidders should have experience in a similar 
undertaking for at least five years with an amount of at least 50% of 
the proposed project for bidding, and have key personnel and 
‘equipment (owned, leased or under purchase) available for the 
prosecution of the project. The Eligibility Check / Screening as well 
аз the Preliminary Examination of Bids shall use non-discretionary 
“pass/fail” criteria, Posi-qualification of the lowest calculated bid shall 
be conducted. 

Criteria for the eligibility check of the prospective bidders, 
examination and evaluation of bids and post-qualification and all 
matters relevant to this procurement shall be in accordance with 
Republic Act No. 9184 (The Government Procurement Reform Act) 
and its Implementing Rules and Regulations. 


The complete schedule of activities is listed as follows: 
Issuance of Bid Documents June 1 - 14, 2006 
Pre-Bid Conference June 23, 2006 
‘Submission/Opening/Evaluation of Bids - June 28,2006 
Post qualification July 3-17, 2006 
Nolice of Award July 21, 2006 


Bid documents wili be available only to prospective bidders upon 
payment of a non-refundable amount of Three Thousand Five Hun- 
dred Pesos (Php 3, 500.00) only to the DILG Cashier. 

The complete set of Eligibility Requirements and Bid Documents 
may be obtained at the Bids and Awards Committee (BAC) ~ Secre- 
tariat clo Mr. Reynaldo Bungubung, BAC Secretariat Head (Tele- 
phone No. 9266256). Eligibility Documents, Technical and Financial. 
Proposals shall be placed in a separate and marked sealed enve- 
lope addressed to ASEC AUSTERE A. PANADERO, Bids and Awards 
Committee, Chairman, clo BAC-Secrelariat and dropped in the bid 
box located at the OSEC Conference Room, 10" Floor A. Francisco 
Gold Condominium Il, EDSA comer Mapagmahal Street, Diliman, 
Quezon City. Deadline of Submission and receipt of Eligibility, Tech- 
nical and Financial requirements shall be on June 28, 2006 at the 
ОЗЕС Conference Room. 

The DILG reserves the right to reject any ог all bids or offers 
which it may consider to be disadvantageous and not beneficial to 
DILG or waive any defect or informality therein. Further, the DILG 
assumes no responsibility whatsoever to compensate or indemnify 
bidders for any expenses incurred in the an of the bid. 

/ 
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Chairman, Bids and Awards Committee 


tic fuel prices could be too much for Garcia. Reuters he called “activist judges" US Congress. АЕР 


the cross-party talks. 
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AL RIES’ 


BRAND MARKETING CONFERENCE 
June 23, 2006 


TRQUIEER BusinesMorkd 


Hotel Philippine Plaza 


Better Brands 


also featuring Laura Ries, Co-author of 22 Immutable Laws of BRANDING 


“Learn how to really profit from the most powerful, proven 


marketing strategies 
plus gain new insights from Al Ries’ 22 laws of bran 


BCD-PNPOINT : Polis К сл 
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What you'll learn at Al Ries’ Brand Marketing Conference: 
* How to Apply the laws of marketing to your advantage 
* How to Focus and position your brand to penetrate minds 
* How to Create powerful brand strategies that stun the competition 
* How to Launch or re-launch new or existing brands 


An Al Ries seminar is always full of impact, interaction and insights. Ries goes through 
more than 1,000 slides in а day-—full of visuals and examples that bring principle and 
marketing laws to life! 

There is never a dull moment in an Al Ries marketing conference. Call 813-2732/03 
and ask Fina, Juliet or Gina how you can reserve and save P1,000 from our walk-in rate 
of P12,977 or our group rates. 


Al Ries is the best-selling author/co-author of these classic books 


Produced By: 


тшшш 


Call to reserve your seat! 813-2703/32 
or email : alriesbmcGinspire.ph, ginaGinspire.ph 


for the benefit of. 


Editor Luverne B. Gueco 
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World powers present 
nuke incentives to Iran 


TEHRAN—A SENIOR EU OFFICIAL ON TUESDAY PRESENTED 
Iran with proposals from six world powers aimed at persuading 
Tehran to rein in a nuclear program that the West fears will lead to 


anatomic bomb. 


Iran said it would review the proposals deliv- 
ered in Tehran by European Union foreign policy. 
chief Javier Solana to Iranian chief nuclear nego- 
tiator Ali Larijani. 

“We spoke for two hours and they gave their 
proposals. After reviewing it Iran will give its an- 
Эне" Larjani told Iranian reporters after meeting 
Solana. His comments were later relayed to 
Reuters. 

The package of incentives and penalties, 
agreed by the world powers, aims to defuse a 


"weapons but Tehran insists its goals are purely for. 
peaceful, civilian use. 

"The initiative was put together by the three 
biggest EU states—Britain, France and Ger- 
many—and then approved by the United States, 
China and Russia. 

“The proposal we bring along, the one that we 
сапу, we think that will allow us to get engaged in 
that negotiation based on trust and respect and 
confidence,” Solana told reporters, 

Iran has said it would consider the proposals 


to make fuel for nuclear power stations or, if en- 
riched to a high enough level, material for bombs. 

“F their aim is not politiczing the issue, and if 
they consider our demand, we can reach a logical 
agreement with them,” Foreign Minister 
Manouchehr Mottaki told reporters shortly before 
Solana arrived. 

‘The United States has said Iran's negative com- 
‘ments so far are probably part of efforts to stake 
out a negotiating position and urged careful con- 
sideration by the Islamic Republic, with which it 
broke off diplomatic ties in 1980. 

Mottaki said discussions on the package would 
require “shuttle diplomacy” and Iran would have 
suggestions to make—indicating no imminent 
breakthrough. 

Details of the proposals have not been an- 
nounced, but diplomats have been working on 
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COLOR OF THE KING 
A Thai woman sells yellow shirts in Bangkok, June 6. Millions of Thais 


standoff over Iran's nuclear program. 


but officials have also said Iran would not give up 
The West accuses Iran of seeking nuclear 


themes ranging from offering nuclear reactor 
uranium enrichment, a process that can be used 


are donning a bright new look by dressing in yellow shirts to honor 
technology to giving security guarantees, Reuters 


their beloved king's 60th anniversary on the throne. ГА 


Drive 


your investments to 


„and accelerate 
at the speed you want! 


With the Sun Life Prosperity Funds, the path to prosperity is easy. Choose from any of seven 
mutual funds ~ each cut out to suit the investor's desire for growth as well as his tolerance for risk. 


The Sun Life Prosperity Funds is the biggest family of mutual funds in the Philippines. It is backed 
by the investment management and wealth accumulation expertise that Sun Life Financial is known 
for all over the world. 


«Mutual Finds are investment companies that pool money from numerous investors and issue corresponding shares to them, 
‘The pooled funds are invested by professional fund managers according to the investment objectives and policies of the company. 


Arc you а match for any of these four Sun Life Prosperity Funds? 
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For FREE expert financial advice, call 849-9888. 

In the provinces, cali PLDT toll free numbers 1-800-10-sunlife. 
Managed and distributed by: f 

Sun Life Asset Management Company, Inc. 

15/F Tower Il, The Enterprise Center 

6766 Ayala Avenue, Makati City, Philippines 

E-mail: sunlink@sunlife.com 

Visit wrwsunlifefunds.com 


PRONN RIY 
& ШЫ 
Sun S$. | 


Life Financial 


Investing made easy. 
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One of the necessities every Filipino should have is shelter. However, the hard times have made it difficult for them to meot 
everyday needs, much less have their own home, As the country’s population continues to increase every year providing basic needs 
{ike food, clothing and shelter becomes a struggle. 


Making this reality as the inspiration to provide a better life for Filipinos, ВРІ Family Savings Bank takes on Ив mission to give 
people a chance to make their dreams come true. During Home Guaranty Corporation's (НОС) 6th Charter Day Celebration, BPI Family 
Savings Bank was given two awards by НОС for Providing the Biggest Volume of Outstanding Guarantee Cumulative for Ten Years which 
‘amounted to P3.5B, and for being a Longtime Partner in Home Financing which started in 1986. The awards were presented by Vice- 


President Noli de Castro. 
CONFERRED Two Presticious Awaros 


НОС also cited ВРІ Family Savings Bank among its distinguished partners. As part of the bank's effort to assist HGC, 
the institution has been able to provide risk guarantee and fiscal incentives for housing credits. Also during the event, HGC 
Executives and BPI EVP, Gil Buenaventura performed the symbolic Bolt-In ceremony to signify the strengthening of the 
continued partnership between НОС and BPI, 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


BPI Family Savings Bank, true to being the Filipino Family's partner In making goals more attainable, has developed 
various services that have been instrumental in giving equal opportunity for people to own their dream homes. BPI Family 
Savings Bank is grateful for the HGC's recognition, as its goal is to help provide a home for every Filipino. 


Under the Build your Dream Housing Loan, clients can apply for financing of house acquisition, purchase of lots, 
townhouse or residential condominium, house construction, home improvement, business expansion. The Build Your Dream 


BPI Family Savings Bank Conferred Two Prestigious Awards Housing Loan may also be used as а multi-purpose loan or to refinance an existing loan with other banks. 


BPI Family Savings Bank was recently awarded by the Home Guarantee Corporation. 
(HGC) with two awards: Longtime Partner in Home Financing 
(Thrift Bank Category) and Biggest Volume of Outstanding Guaranteed 
Housing Loans (Thrift Bank Category) 


side from offering the Build your Dream Housing Loan, BPI Family Savings Bank has also 
partnered with other institutions to provide support to the National Shelter Program of the government. 


Build sor Dream 


HOUSING LOAN 


Receiving the awards in behalf of BPI Family Savings Bank is 
BPI EVP Gil Buenaventura. The awards were presented by Vice-President Noli de Castro, 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2006 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


Editor Teddyvic S. Melendres 
Textus your feedback: Inquirer sprt rame/age/city/message to 2207 (Globe) or 263 (Smart) 


uy B Players put pro — 


WHAT’s INSIDE и Hot Nadal 

‹ dreams on поа B La Salle seeks ousts Hewitt 
for PBLfinals /A28 Ne.9 /A29 /A30 

8 Bowling future A 

shines in PBC в Wade avoiding comparisons © Wie bungles 

: Boysentilt /А28 /A30 Openbid /A30 


THIS IS THE TIME WHEN 
teams put everything on the 


line. 

Four teams that took different routes to the 
playoffs seek a common goal today—getting 
their quarterfinal bids off to an auspicious 

start—in the Gran Matador PBA Philippine Cup 
at the Araneta Coliseum. 

\ Barangay Ginebra, which took the longer 
томе to the quarters by knocking off Air21 in a 
do-or-die tussle, faces top quarterfinalist Red Bull 
atthe start of the best of five affair. 

‘Coca-Cola and Alaska, the other half of the 
quarterfinal рай, tango in the other match. 

‘The Bulls and the Aces advanced outright to 
the quarterfinals by finishing third and fourth af- 
ter the classification round while the Tigers 
clinched a seat by defeating the Express in a 
Knockout match. 

‘That loss dropped Air21 into a four-team sur- 
vival round from which Barangay Ginebra 
emerged the winner. 

While the Bulls, Aces and Tigers are coming off. 
Jong layoffs, the Kings are still fresh from their es- 
cape act against the Express. 

"The injury-plagued Kings turned back the Ex- 
press in overtime as they relied on the 45-point 
explosion of Mark Caguioa and the spunkiness of 
rookie Mare Macapagal in regulation play. 


Top Asian karters 
arriving today 


‘THE BULK OF THE FOREIGN CHALLENGE ARRIVES 
today forthe second leg of the 2006 Asian Karting 
Open Championship slated June 9-11 atthe Car- 
‘mona Circuit Phils. in Carmona, Cavite. The karters 
will have practice sessions on Thursday and Friday to 
adjust ther kart setups and to familiarize themselves. 
‘with the venue of the event sanctioned by the Auto- 
mobile Association Philippines. Flipinos bagged two 
of the four major titles at stake in the Manila leg of 
the event last year courtesy of Matteo Guidicelli, who 
ruled both the Intercon-A and the Rotax Max Seniors 
crowns, Indonesia, led by the Haryanto brothers 
Ryan and Rio, remains the Philippines’ biggest rival 
Inthe battle for top honors. Hong Kong was the lat- 
est to confirm its participation in the races. 
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Now my full tank lasts one more day. 


GAMESTODAY going to te tough 

(AranetaCotseum)  Sonceded Ginebra 

440p.m— Coc coach біос Tanquing- 
Cota vs Alaska m. gi WO We 
735pm—RedBul сад hardly match up 
vs Ginebra With anybody" 
Hit by injuries, 
Rommel Adducul, Rodney Santos and Aris Di- 
maunahan will continue to stay in the sidelines. 

Jayjay Helterbrand is a doubtful starter after 
hurting his left hip against Talk 'N Text while 
rookie Mike Holper's exposure has been limited 
after a bad fall strained his back. 

If theres any consolation, though, Andy Seigle 
was finally reactivated after spending almost the 
entire conference on the injury list. 

With Eric Menk and the 6-foot-9 Seigle on the 
Ginebra frontline, the Kings are now capable of 
putting a body on the bullstrong Enrico Villanue- 
va and the stealthy Mick Pennisi. 

The Aces, their backcourr getting a boost from 
the midconference acquisition of Willie Mille, are 
slight favorites in the other series, which features 
a subplot involving players who feel they stil 
have an ax to grind against their former teams. 

John Апо and Ali Peek were the comerstones 
of the Alaska franchise before they were dealt to 
Coca-Cola for Jeffrey Cariaso and Reynel Hug- 
June Navarro 


lately, is expected to rise to the occasion agai 
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BARANGAY Ginebra's Allan Salansang (24), їп impressive form 


AUGUST DELAGUZ 


Eagles, Warriors collide 
' in Fr. Martin Cup Final 4 | 


ATENEO AND UNIVERSITY OF THE pound out a 65-63 decision as both 
East took out separate quarterfinal foes ШААР squads cross paths in the featured 
recently to arrange a Final Four show- gameat 4:30 p.m. today. 


down in the Fr. Martin's Cup-Nike Sum- 


But EAC still gained access to the 


mer League at the Emilio Aguinaldo Col semifinals as a wild card, having the best 


lege gym in Manila 
The Blue Eagles, a perennial semifi- 


record by any losing team in the toumey. 
The Emilio Aguinaldo cagers clashes 


nalist in the UAAR soared over the St. with San Sebastian-Cavite dribblers in 
Benilde Blazers, 68-58, behind a song the other semifinal scheduled at 3 p.m. 


first half anchored by Chris Tiu, who 
з Ud wentonto finish with 19 points. 
ATENEO’S Macky Escalona (let) looks The rising 


for the open man against the Blazers. 


OEE RE TET 


ALINATO, PRODUCTION MANAGER 


"The Stags eamed a shot at a Finals 
slot opposite the Generals after tearing 


Warriors, on the other Раг Eastern U to shreds, 73-49, on Sun- 
hand, held off a spirited rally by EACto day 


——— PS ETAT 


Screening 
tight for 
new UAAP 
season 


By Jasmine W. Payo 


AFTER A SEASON OF SCANDALS, IMPLEMENT- 
ing stricter eligibility rules will be among the 
main agenda of league officials on the 69th 
edition of the UAAR 

"Life has to go on, we have to make the best 
that we can out of it even without La Salle; said 
league president Luz Sta. Ana of host University 
of the East at the PSA Forum yesterday at the 
Pantalan Restaurant in Manila. 

“Eligibility (screening) will be stricter than be- 
fore so we won't have similar problems,” added 
Sta, Ana. “The school themselves, it's also their 
uty to authenticate (school records)." 

1a Salle will be serving а one-year suspension 
in all sports for fielding two ineligible basketball 
players in the last three seasons. 

“The university, however, protested the severity 
of the penalty and sought clarification from 
league officals last April 27. 

"Thats already final, we're already preparing 
for the next season,” said Sta. Ana during the 
public sports program sponsored by Red Bull and 
Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, 

“La Salleis just suspended, but they're stil part 
of the family” said UAAP secretary-treasurer 
Rolando Perez. “Their school flag will still be 
there in the opening ceremonies.” 

Commissioner Elmer Yanga and assistant Ato 
Badolato also vowed a more effective officiating 
after several game protests cropped up last year. 

"Well do our best to ensure that there will be 
fair and just officiating,” said Yanga. 


Nothing's more relaxing or more 
as my Focus. It's so smooth 
you'd think you're in a 
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By Marc Anthony Reyes 


THE PHILIPPINE YOUTH TEAM, 
composed of Ditas Red, Marjo Reyes 
and Holly Josef, put together 1348 
senior coun- 

terpartsin the Ladies Class О trios of 

the 35th PBC-Boysen International 

Open tenpin bowling champi- 

1, onships at the Green Valley in Pasig. 
s Red, a product of the Tenpin 

Bowling Association of Makati like 


pinfalls to upstage 


CLUTARIO 
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SPORTS 
Bowling future shines in PBC-Boysen tilt Pangasinan 


Reyes, strung up lines of 254 and 
277 to lead the trios which kept the 
more illustrious RP Team 1 at bay. 

Liza Clutario, Cecilia Yap and Jo- 
Jo Cafiare combined for 1304 pin- 
falls for RP Team 1. 

Reyes had 224 and 202, while 
Josef from the Sta. Lucia stable 
turned in 248 and 193, to complete 
the RP Youth's assault in qualifying. 

“This is worthy to be noted con- 
sidering that they beat the big 


Players put pro 


dreams 


on hold 


for PBL finals 


` By Jasmine W. Payo 


* FOR THESE TOP AMATEUR CAGERS, THE 
pro league can wait—at least for a few 
more weeks. 

With their surprise entry in PBL Unity Cup fi- 
nals, winning the tite is still on top of the list for 
the stars of Toyota Otis and Harbour Centre. 

"Tm not thinking about the PBA, I want to fin- 
ish the PBL finals first,” said Harbour Centre point 

+ guard LA Tenorio at the PSA Forum yesterday at 
the Pantalan Restaurant in Manila. “Iwantto win 
a championship before tuming pro.” 

“Toyota Otis’ Fil-Am center Joe Devance, ex- 
pected to be among the top picks in the PBA 
rookie draft this August, is similarly focused оп 
the best-of five championship showdown. 

"This is my last conference in the PBL, so 1 
don't want to be left out,” said Devance, a stand- 
ош recruit from the University of Texas-El Paso, 
during the public sports program sponsored by 
Pagcor and Manila Mayor Lito Atienza, “I want to 
wina championship. 


"It would be nice (to 
be the top draft pick), 
but it doesn't matter as 
longas make it." 

Even Chico Lanete, 
the Portmasters’ most 
effective second 
stringer, knows how 
winning the title can 
boost his stock. 

“Tm lucky that coach (George Galent) has been. 
giving me the important plays,” said Lanete. “You 
have to show that you deserve to goto the PBA” 

Harbour Centre leading scorer Joseph Yeo sees 
a tight matchup between his own squad, studded 
as itis with UAAP stars, and an opponent ban- 
nered by the core of the 2005 NCAA champions. 

“think ies going to be a long series,” said Yeo. 
“We have the UAAP players, while they have the 
players of Letran." 

Behemoth center Mark Andaya pointed out 
the Sparks! key advantage. "We have teamwork, 
we've been together longer; said Andaya. 
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names,”’said tournament director 
Archie Pertez. "They could be the fu- 
ture of RP bowling." 

Clutario, the 2005 Southeast 
Asian Games masters champ, and 
Yap, the Asian Games champion, 
scored 431 and 436, respectively. 
Cafiare, another SEAG champ, 
rolled 437 as they placed second. 

“I was actually expecting them to 
overtake ш,” said Cafiare, the 1997 
SEAG champ and currently the dou- 


HARBOUR Centre beanpole Rico M; 


defenses of Montafia’s Al Magpayo (left) and Larry Rodriguez. ranum ^ (S), 


bles leader with Elaine Florencio 

with 934 pinfalls. Cafiare said Yap 

was nursing an injured ring finger. 
Benitez 

Posadas (419) and Florencio (397) 

made up RP Team 2 which pooled 

1233 for third place, 

Cafiare and Florencio are on the 
top of the Ladies Class О doubles, 
pacing fellow RP Team pairs of 
Kathlynn Lopez and Posadas (887) 
and Clutario and Yap (866). 


rene 


(CORRECTION: The email in my previous 
column which was attributed to American. 
boxing manager Gary Gittelsohn, a big sup- 
porter of Manny Pacquiao, ended with the 
word “extension.” The succeeding sentence 
was merely an editorial remark, included for 
comic relief Sorry for the slip. Gittelsohn 
should be thanked for raising an outcry after 
Pacquiao was distracted in training by a law- 
suit filed by his own manager against a confi- 
dante and an adviser in the promotions outfit 
ofthe Filipino world boxing celebrity.) 


NOBODY IN THIS LAND LOVES SOCCER 
more than the president of the Philippine. 
Football Federation, Juan Miguel Ro- 
mualdez. 

‘This unending devotion to the game pop- 
ularly perceived to have died here decades 
ago was detailed in a letter by Mr. Ro- 
mualdez that refuted allegations on the de- 
cayed state of football in the Philippines. 

Of course, there are other people who 
care for RP football as much, if not more, as 
the PFF head does. 

Please read what Pocholo Borromeo, 
president of the National Capital Region 
Football Association (NCREA), has sent us: 

Dear Sir 

Your PDI article of May 29 entitled, "Soccer 
Look Who's Betraying the Filipino Youth" was 
so timely in coming especially for those of us 
who are in the forefront of local/provincial 
football development. Our suffering is heavy 
and ever-increasing. | am the president of the 
NCRFA. Most of the strongest teams in ће 
country hail from NCR. We know whereof we 
speak. We are very close to many of the Football 
Associations all over the country and we make 
it our business to touch base with as many col- 
leagues as possible. 

‘The suffering is widespread. In men’s foot- 
ball, the Philippine is No. 42 out of 45 Asian 
countries and No. 191 out of 205 all over the. 


ВАВЕ ЕҮЕ 


Recah Trinidad 


world. Cable TV in the Philippines has inces- 
santly featured soccer and Internet accessibility 
coupled with the showbiz popularity of many 
major world soccer players has caught the at- 
tention of Filipinos. If not for this and the 
dogged devotion of some schools, colleges and 
universities, plus the Armed Forces of the 
Philippines and various soccer NGOs, our sink- 
ing would have been steeper and faster 

Is there по money for soccer here? The РЕР 
comparative totals for 2003 through 2005 and 
the budget for 2006 are, respectively the fol- 
lowing: Р27,194,573; P28,458,543 and 
34,498,153 and P38,402,616—have money 
but still no honey! 

‘To make matters worse, the NCRFA discov- 
ered on May 22, 2006 that the Securities and 
Exchange Commission had revoked the PFF's 
registration on Nov. 3, 2003 for reportorial vio- 
lations, rendering the NSA “lifeless” as a legal 
entity except for the last act of liquidating its af- 
fairs no later than Nov. 3, 2006. Among missing 
requirements are audited financial statements. 
The NCRPA, as a member of the NSA, immedi- 
ately fled а formal request to lift the revocation, 
and sadly thats where we are today. 

Since then, the PFF ceased to exist, as such, 
starting Nov. 3, 2003. Mr. Juan Miguel Ro- 
mualdez was "elected" on Nov. 30, 2003, gar- 
nering him a “position” that no longer exists. It 
is the position of many that Mr. Romualdezs 
“election” was invalid. Because of this, Mr. Ro- 
mualdez is not the president of the PFF and as 
soon as he found this out, he should have 
stopped acting as such, especially on matters 
concerning the receipt and disbursement of 


The true tragic state of Philippine football 


funds and entering into contracts. Section 77 of 
the Corporation Code states that the officers 
whose elections were held before its certificate 
of registration was revoked, should take over in 
a holdover capacity In this case, Mi: Rene Adad. 

Be that as it may, Mr. Romualdez assumed. 
‘what he thought existed, and ruled in a manner 
that divided, rather than unified and strength- 
елей the NCREA. We best limit ourselves to our 
territory and let our brother РА presidents 
speak for their associations. Rather than work. 
with us to develop what we had, he sought to 
dismantle the NCREA first, and pick up the 
pieces later, so he could call the shots in the 
NCR. He claims to know better than Ms. Cristy 
Ramos, Santi Elizalde, Rene Adad, Tomas 
Lozano, Juan Cutillas and Mari Martinez, 
among many others, who believe in organiza- 
tion and efficiency. 

The assets and the erstwhile being of the PFF 
have been assumed, for all intents and purpos- 
es, by one individual, and one individual alone. 
‘That leads us to believe that what we are not to- 
day is attributable to one solitary individual. Pit 
that versus millions of Filipino football youth, 
who remain under-empowered and you have 
the biggest tragedy in football. 

‘Thank you for the wake-up сай, а “fist” of a 
"thousand steps" to get us back on track 

Lastly, Mr. Romualdez asks you and your 
readership not to keep a blind eye to what is 
happening in Muntinlupa, Las Piñas, Parafia- 
que, Marikina (wait, these areas are under 
NCRFA but he has empowered them no end, so 
as to undermine our Association and foment 
disunity, disorder and recession). In those ar- 
eas, it would take a series of articles to show all 
and sundry who is doing what, badly! 

‘You might want to ask him why he singles 
cout only these FAs and what measurable results 
his grassroots programs have. It cost an arm and 
a leg but remains disjointed, after ай the time 
and money. 

Sincerely: 

Jose Vito Borromeo 
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cagers pin 
11th setback 
on Laguna 


PANGASINAN HUNDRED ISLANDS ENDED А 
long drought by whipping the Laguna-Sta, 
Rosa Pistons, 83-70, Monday in the 2006 
Guerrero Brandy-NBC national basketball 
championship at the TBA gym in Pangasinan. 

‘Alex Bognot exploded for 30 points to pow- 
er the Hundred Islands cagers to only their 
third win in 11 games in the tourney spon- 
sored by Panasonic, Sulpicio Lines, Nature's 
Spring Mineral Water, Spring Cooking Oil, Re- 
gent Foods, Firefly Lightings, Molten and 
Prime Channel. 

Marlon Yambao and Eric Araman ably 
backed up Bognot with 14 and 10 points. 

The Pistons of Gov. Teresita "Ningning" 
Lazaro and Sta. Rosa Mayor Joey Katindig 
slumped to their 11th straight setback. 

Pangasinan opened a 28-21 lead after 10 
minutes and never look back. 

The scores 

PANGASINAN 83—Bognot 30, Yambao 14, Araman 
10, Tiongson 8, Rulz B, Aquino 5, lo 5, Lopez 3, Catacu- 
tan 0, Cortez 0, Rol Menor O, Bares 0. 

LAGUNA-STA. ROSA 70—Natlvidad 10, Aquino 10, 
Proceso 9, Domingo 8, Mamangon 7, Nolasco 5, Nuqul 5, 
Priors, Vivero 4, Roda 4, Sy 3, Intano 0. 

Quarters: 29-21, 50-38, 68-52, 83-70 
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‘Cordillera Sports for Peace Clinic’ set 
THE PHILIPPINE SPORTS COMMISSION WILL HOLD THE “CORDILLERA 
Sports for Peace Clic" from Thursday to Sunday at the PSC Training Camp 
in Baguio City. Courses in officiating and judging in boxing, Karatedo, muay 
thai, taekwondo, weighting and wresting wil be offered. Interested parties 
may register with Olive Malabanan or Shyrine Gutierrez at the office of Com- 
missioner Ambrosio de Luna. For inquiries, call 303-1030 or 524-5192. 


107 fights up in Makati 5-cocker 


FORTY-THREE PROMINENT COCKERS FIGHT IT OUT FOR SUPREMACY IN 
the P1 million WTJ 1st Anniversary 5-Соск Derby which blasts off today at 
Макай Coliseum. The first of 107 fights in the derby sponsored by B-Meg 
Derby Ace starts at 2 p.m. Heading the ist of participants are former senator 
Ramon Revilla, Rep. Baby Asistio, Mike Romulo, Boy Javier, Mayor Eddie 
‘Alara, Jun Santiago and partner Joe Wolcott, NCA International champion 
‘Manny Pacquiao, Gerry Ramos, Sundance group, Richard Bates, Col. Katig- 
bak, Butchoy Olano, Philip Chiongbian, Efren Canlas, and Jake Macasaet. 


SJC International Derby semis today 
ANOTHER BANNER CROWD IS EXPECTED AT THE SAN JUAN COLISEUM 
as the semifinal round of the SJC 9-Cock international Derby gets under way 
312 p.m. featuring 90 encounters. Main sponsor is Sagupaan Complexor 
3000. Three entries from the powerhouse team of Patrick Antonio, Gene 
Batiea of Mississippi and Jun Topacio posted six wins in as many fights to 
lead the field. Also unbeaten with two wins each are the entries PEBL Sta. Cruz 
То? Pol Estrellado and Boy de Roca, Otto 777 of Bobbit Pies and Otto Balboa, 
Golden Circle Il of Matt Bitanga, Adrian and Tokwing, Stingray, CMB Sylvester, 
 Goldquest Maribrid, Alpha A PEBL, Bacolor Cockpit, Triple A BMP, Star Ban- 
ner, Sunshine Ranier and Paolo. 


CRITERIUM'S BEST: Former Asian and local tour king Victor. 
Espiritu (center) celebrates with his runners-up, second placer. 
Bernard Luzon (right) and third placer Lloyd Reynante (left), after 
topping the fifth leg in San Fernando, Pampanga, recently and 
claiming the overall crown in the Philamlife Cycling Search 
Invitational (CSI) Criterium Race. The five-stage circuit was 
presented by Philpost and sponsored by Pagcor, PCSO and PLDT. 
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for Fiba’s ban La Salle seeks No. 9 


on RP hoops 
LA SALLE AIMS TO KEEP ITS WINNING |s Tapies “If we can beat them (Adamson) twice and we 
—— —— i Ой 901 streak when it faces underdog Lyceum in бтр, 6 win our other games, we'll have а chance of tak- 
IN HUDDLE 20е too soon 4 the Shakey’s V-League semifinals today at rei ing the other finals berth so we have to really win 
wrote too soon, ‚ the Blue Eagle gym in Loyola Heights. Adamson this one,” said San Sebastian coach Roger 
about the bright The unbeaten Archers target a ninth straight 5. Sebastian Gorayeb. 
prospects ofthe RP fk victory against the Lady Pirates, whobringupthe Far Eastern ‘The match will feature the rivalry of Adamsoris 
team in the 37th rear in the five-team semifinals, кенп tower of power Cherry Rose Macatangay and 
Chess Olympiad, i 3 Inthe second game at 5 p.m., Adamson eyesto SSC's dominating Thai import Jaroensti Buzlee. 
based on pre-tour- repeat a 25-15, 25-17, 26-24 victory over San Se- SIME TODAY: Both ladies pack powerful spikes and are cur- 
mament forecasts, 1 basin ‘early in the eliminations and keep its hold un чь м эв rently in the top three ofthe league's best scorers. 
and because it " of second place. em San Sebastian is fresh from a 25-13, 25-17, 2 
3 looked that way.. | LYCEUM stalwarts Glenda Pintolo (left) and ‘And while the Lady Falcons are looking to inch Ada uM 25, 25-9 triumph over Lyceum while Adamson is 
Beth Celis for awhile, Nerissa Bautista (right) will have theirhands closer to the top spot, the Lady Stags are hoping 5PM=—Adamson coming into the match on a 25-21, 25-15, 25-13 
Now my col- | fullagainst powerhouse La Salle. to stay in the hunt for a championship ticket. vs. San Sebastian win over Far Eastern U. — MarcAnthony Reyes 
leagues are chiding me again, saying that 
our nationals have indeed, "rewritten histo- 
ту” but forthe worse, 

Instead of logging our best ever record 
based on the premise that this is the best 
team we've ever sent to the Olympiad, the 
‘opposite happened. 

Ranked 35th before the Turin Olympiad, 
ош men's team slid down to 40-something, 
ош worstever record. Even the ladies sig- 
nificantly improved seeding will not com- 
pensate for this, according to my colleagues. 

Congressman Butch Pichay made the 
right forecast, after all. 


BAP President Joey Lina left yesterday 
for Kuwait to attend the 2006 Fiba 
Congress and simultaneous Fiba-Asia 
election of officers. 

If reports are accurate and unforseen 
hitches do not appear on the horizon, we 
should be receiving good news by the 
‘weekend from Joey, who has been work- 
ing quietly to have the Fiba ban on the 
Philippines lifted. 

With Rain or Shine ousted by Toyota-Otis 
0-3 from the PBL Unity Cup finals, owner 
Raymond Yu is starting to have sleepless 
nights, 

"Kung sa finals ng PBL hindi kami maka- 
pasok even with a complete lineup, ano pa 
kaya ang mangyayari sa amin sa PBA where 
the competition is much, much tougher. Ba- 
ka tambakan kami by 30 points every 
game,” said Raymond who has been having 
nightmares over such a scenario. 

Welcoat, which took over the Shell fran- 
две this year, was allowed to elevate only 
three of its players from its lineup to the 
PBA. 

“I don't think we will be able to form a 
competitive team, even with the available 
talents in the ‘protect 6 expansion pool or 
the free agent market. But I'm still hopeful 
we can find a way to make the team 
stronger, para naman hindi mawala ang bal- 
ance ng competitive strength sa PBA,” said 
Raymond, 

‘This is interesting. Of the top 5 candi- 
dates in the season MVP race, only James 
Yap of Purefoods isin the top 5 of the Con- 
ference MVP contest. So far. 

Of course the scenario is bound to 
change as the conference gets closer 
to the finale, but as of now, San 
Miguel players are dominating the 
top five slots. Beerman Danny Seigle 
leads with 1125 statistical points, fol- 
lowed by Dorian Рейа with 1065. 
James Yap is third with 1059, fol- 
lowed by Alaska’s Nic Belasco with 
1040. Danny Ildefonso is. running 
fifth with 1007. 

For sure it will be very interesting sea- 
sonand conference MVP race. 


Н. Centre backs RP Seniors 


HARBOUR CENTRE, THE COUNTRY'S LARGEST 
cargo handing port terminal, wil be the main pre- 
Senter of tne 2006 Philippine Seniors Amateur Golf 
Championships when it is staged June 14-16 at 
Rivers Langer course. A major backer of basket- 
bal wih its team now їп the finals of te ongoing 
PBL Unity Cup, Harbour Centre ventures into golf H 

for the first time as part of its continuing effort to G t W g T 
ент рате ce EUM overnment Warning: 
here not oniy to support basketball but also to пар А n А 

in the growth of RP sporis in general,” said Mikee C tt К d t h Ith 
Romero, Harbour Cemre chiet. The three-day event igarette smoking is dangerous to your eann. 
also serves as the qualifying for the national seniors 

team. For details, сай 5256987, 5245160 or fax 
5211587, or at The Riviera at 8889127; (040) 
214283672888 or fax 9999093, 046) 4142837. 
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| Wade avoiding Hot Nadal 


comparisons 
to Jordan 


t 


MIAMI—THE COMPARISONS 
leave Dwyane Wade sheepish. 

He knows they're almost in- 
evitable, though. Wade hails 
from Chigago, grew up a Bulls 
fan. A Bulis jersey with the num- 
ber 23 hangs in his arena. His ac- 
robatic, high-flying moves are 
reminiscent of a certain sixtime 
NBA champion. His body Б sleek, 
muscular. And he has that uncan- 
ny knack of taking games over 
when his team needs it most. 

Stop, Wade begs. He's not the 
next Michael Jordan. To him, the 
notion is blasphemous. 

*1 don’t think he wants to be 
compared to anybody” Miami 
Heat center Shaquille O'Neal said. 
^1 think he wants to be the first 
Dwyane Wade. I've wimessed a 
‘youngster who's eamed his spot. 
He assit been given anything.” 

No, Wade bas eamed it all. 
Millions. Fame. Endorsements. 
Respect, And—most important 
to him—a chance to play for the 
NBA championship in only his 
third year. His Miami Heat will 
face the Dallas Mavericks for the 
title, with Game 1 on Thursday in 
Texas. 

‘On that last point, there is no 
Jordan comparison. 

He needed seven seasons to 
reach this stage. 

“There will never be another 
Jordan, Theres по question 
about that,” Wade said. “The only 
thing I can try to do is go out and 
play the game the way I play it 
and if people like the way 1 play, 
then that’s great. And if people 
dont like the way play hopeful- 
1y I can make them like the way 1 
play. 

"But therell never be another 
Jordan and people need to stop 
Comparing guys to MJ.” 

Wade has taken his game to 
new heights every season in Miz 
mi—from 16.2 points on 47 per- 
cent shooting as a rookie who 
reached the Eastern Conference 
semifinals, to 24.1 points on 48 
percent shooting and a trip tothe 
East finals the next year, to 272 
points and 50 percent shooting 
this season. 

As his numbers have soared, 


WADE: Incomparable 


so have the Heat's fortunes. 

"No one can look at him, in- 
cluding me, and say we saw this 
coming at this rate,” said Tom 
Crean, Wade's college coach at 
Marquette. “But you look at him, 
you look at his drive, it shouldn't 
bea big surprise." 

Right now, the Heat can only 
hope 24-year-old Wade's health 
gets better 

He missed practice on Mon- 
дау, the team choosing to send 
him to a doctor instead for con- 
tinued treatment of a flu-like 
virus he's been battling since Fri- 
дау. He scored 14 points that 
night, helping Miami beat Detroit 
95-78 and clinch the East tide. 

“We're going to be OK," O'Neal 
said after Monday's practice. 

‘Wade's been better than OK in 
these playoffs. 

Нез been one of the best play- 
ersinthe field. 

Wade made 62 percent of his 
shots against the Pistons, averag- 
ing 26.7 points, 5.5 assists and 
5.2 rebounds. For the playoffs, 
he's shooting 51 percent, averag- 
ing 26.2 points, 6.4 assists, 5.2 
rebounds and 2.1 steals. 

When O'Neal arrived in Miami 
two summers ago—after his no- 
torious fallout with Kobe Bryant 
and getting traded away by the 
1о$ Angeles Lakers—the hot top- 
ic was how Shaq and another 
young, standout guard would 
‘mesh together. 


PARIS—RAFAEL NADAL REMAINED UNDE- 
feated at Roland Garros by finally beating 
Lleyton Hewitt. 

The defending French Open champion, 
Nadal moved into the quarterfinals and ex- 
tended his record clay-court winning streak to 
57 matches by eliminating Hewitt, 6-2, 5-7, 6- 
4,6-2 Monday. 

Hewitt won their three previous meetings, 
but those were all on hard courts, the most re- 
cent in January 2005. 

It was a different story at Roland Garros, 
where Nadal improved to 11-0. He recoiled at 
the suggestion he's unbeatable on clay. 

“Tm going to lose in this tournament, or the 
next, or the next,” Nadal said. “Every match is 
difficult. Every match 1 can lose.” 

But the Spaniard hasn't lost on clay since 
‘April 2005, and he moved closer to a show- 
down in the final Sunday against top-ranked 
Roger Federer. 

“He's very much like Federer, winning so 
many matches that it's sort of second nature 
for him," Hewitt said. 

Martina Hingis claimed the last spot in the 
women's quarterfinals, beating Shahar Peer, 
63, 2-6, 63, in the completion of a match 
suspended overnight. Two unseeded men, 
Julien Benneteau and Novak Djokovic, 
earned their first Grand Slam quarterfinal 
berths, and No. 4 Ivan Ljubicic also advanced. 

With a sun-splashed center-court crowd 
backing Hewitt’s upset bid, the Aussie played 
Nadal on even terms for 2% hours, winning 


Wie bungles US Op 
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RAFAEL Nadal celebrates a point. 


11 consecutive 
points during one 
stretch. 

"Hewitt is some- 
one who, when you 
let him grab a finger, 
he takes the arm,” 
Nadal said. "He's a 
great competitor.” 

But at 4-а in the 
third зе, Nadal 
broke serve with a 
typically nifty 
shot—a backhand 
slice “that barely 
cleared the net, landed on the sideline and 
bounced sideways as Hewitt chased it off the 
court in vain. 

Nadal held at love to close the set and 
broke three times in the final set, when He- 
witt had five of his six double faults. 

"Late in the third and the whole fourth set, 
my serve did go off," Hewitt said. "That made. 
ita lot harder to put pressure on him." 

Nadal was coming off a grueling victory 
that took nearly five hours Saturday. But he 
looked like the fresher player at the finish, ad- 
vancing in 3 hours, 17 minutes on the 
warmest day of the tournament. 

And not once did Nadal choke on a ba- 
nana—a problem that forced an interruption 
for a visit from а doctor during his third- 
round marathon. 

"Tm not going to stop eating bananas,” 


HINGIS 


Nadal said. “But I ate them more carefully 
than usual.” 

Joining him on the men’s schedule 
Wednesday will be Frenchman Benneteau, 
who advanced when Alberto Martin retired 
with a back injury trailing, 5-1. 

Ljubicic beat unseeded Ruben Ramirez Hidal- 
во, 63, 3-6, 63, 62, giving Croatia two men's 
quarterfnalists at Roland Garros for the first 
time. Compatriot Mario Ancic advanced Sunday 
and will face Federer on Tuesday. 

Djokovic defeated Frenchman Gael Mon- 
fils, 7-6 (5), 7-6 (5), 6-3. 

Hingis opponent Tuesday will be Kim Clijsters. 
Ies a rematch of the Australian Open quarter 
nals, which Clijsters won shortly after Hingis’ re- 
tum from a three-year injury layoff. 

“Tve made a lot of improvement since Aus- 
tralia,” Hingis said. "Well see.” 

A five-time Grand Slam champion, the No. 
12-seeded Hingis is playing at Roland Garros 
for the first time since 2001. It's the only ma- 
jor event she has yet to win. 

‘The 19-year-old Peer fell short in her bid to 
become the first Israeli, male or female, to 
reach a Grand Slam quarterfinal. But she gave 
Hingis some anxious moments. 

After taking a 5-2 lead, Hingis hit a handful 
of shaky shots trying to seal the victory but 
did so when Peer hit errant backhands on the 
last three points. 

“То be really scared of losing, she would 
have to be closer to be really totally scared," 
Hingis said. 
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SUMMIT, NEW JERSEY—MICHELLE 
Wie failed in her bid to become the 
first woman to play in the US Open, 
teasing a frenzied gallery for 27 holes 
until three straight bogeys sent her to 
a 3-over 75 and into the middle of the 
pack on Monday. 

"Obviously I'm disappointed I didn't 
make it," she said. "Tm satisfied with the 


Wie opened with a 68 on the easier 
South course and still had a chance to get 
one of 18 spots available to the 153-play- 
er field at Canoe Brook heading to the 
back nine. Needing at least one birdie to 
have a chance, her inability to master the 
greens finally caught up with her. And 
the cheers from 3,500 fans which carried 
her throughout the day turned to sympa- 


She finished at Lover 143, five 
strokes short, and in a tie for 59th. Most 
of the shots were given away on birdie 
putts inside 12 feet which she missed 
throughout the day, especially in the 
moming. 

“The greens are difficult for her. So 
many subtle breaks," her father B-J. Wie 
said. "Tm very proud of her. A little dis- 
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appointed, but very proud." 
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Brazilians popular 
even in practice 


BERLIN—BRAZIIS FIRST PUBLIC 
appearance in Germany is expect- 
ed to prove popular 

The World Cup Organizing Com- 
mittee is predicting that 25,000 
people will jam into Offenbach's 
Soccer stadium Thursday to watch 
the defending World Cup champi- 
onstrain. 

Ic will be free to get into the sta- 
dium, the home of Offenbacher 
Kickers, but fans will stil need a 
ticket. Several booths will open 
‘Tuesday and possibly Wednesday at 
the Kickers’ Bieberer Berg ticket of- 
fice to give them away, Fifa said 
Monday. 


Each person will be able to get a 
‘maximum four tickets, 

Meanwhile, England coach 
Sven-Goran Eriksson said he may 
replicate the robot-sryle celebration. 
dance of striker Peter Crouch if Eng- 
and wins the World Сир. 

"^l enjoyed his dance very much,” 
Eriksson said Monday. "Will I do it? 
If we win the World Cup, I will do 
whatever you want me to do." 

The public interest in Crouch's 
goal celebration has also prompted 
the manufacturers of the classic 
table soccer game Subbuteo to 
make a figurine of the 2-meter (6- 
foot-7) striker in mid-dance. АР 
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POWERHOUSE SQUADS PHILIP- 
pine Army and Philippine Air 
Force debuted mightily in the 
2006 Adidas Futsal Champi- 
onship at the EMAC Gym in La 
Salle-Greenhills with overpower- 
ing wins over separate foes. 

The Armymen, banking on the 
heady plays of Wilson dela Cruz, 
nipped Pasargad Football Club, 6-4, 
while Air Force, with Emilio Calig- 
dong proving to be unstoppable, 
swamped the Veterans FC, 6-2. 

In women's play, Far Eastern got 
its campaign off to a rousing start af- 
ter Ruchell Latap blasted two goals 
ina 5-2 victory over the Archers. 


Roel Gener sparked the assault of 
the Аппу booters after scoring the 
team’s first goal right in the first 
minute and boosted the team toa 5- 
2 lead in the first half. Gener added 
another goal eight minutes later 
"while Dela Cruz scored in the 10th 
and 15th minutes of the first half, 

‘The event sponsored by Adidas 
and sanctioned by the National Capi- 
tal Region Football Association 
opened with simple rites capped bya 
kickoff ceremony led by Adidas exce- 
iive Goody Custodio, chief finance 
officer Joel Orense, NCRFA president 
Jose Vito Borromeo and LSGH ath» 
leti director Nongnong Calanog. 
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ROBERT Chien: The new dad is “wonderful.” 
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By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


EW MOM LEA SALONGA 
shares with INQUIRER Enter- 
tainment the latest photos 
of her daughter Nicole Beverly 
Chien attwo and a half weeks old. 
Baby Nicole was born on May 16. 
‘The e-mailed answers to our questionnaire 
came with an apology. “Sorry [for 
the delay]... butlife's gotten a bit 
busy for us. ы 
Still, the photos came 
with cute captions. 
One blurb read: "Only two 
and half weeks old and 
posing already!" 
‘Another showed a yawning Nicole with the 
one-liner: “Holy lungs... 1 know I've got the 
lungs for it!” 


Whatis it like being a mom? Is it everything 
you expected it to be? 

So far, it's wonderful, wonderful, wonder- 
ful being a mom! I'm loving every single 
minute of it. It’s tough, though, getting up to 
change or feed her when I'm severely sleep 
deprived, which is where Rob comes in. And 
he's been stellar. 

My expectations of motherhood? My ap- 
proach to everything is very practical and 
pragmatic. This was no exception. I didn’t see 
motherhood as an experience that would 
complete me as a woman. I considered myself 
complete already. I wasn't going to put pres- 
sure on Nicole to be the completion of me. 
"That wouldn't be fair to her. I want to set an 
example for her, that a woman should already 


RP ‘Idol’ vs ‘PBB’ 


By Bayani San Diego Jr. 


VEN THE MOST UNIN- 
terested viewers. caught 
the implication: the next 

incarnation of ABS-CBN's “Pinoy 

Big Brother,” dubbed "Pinoy 

Dream Academy is going head 

to head against ABC 5's "Philip- 

pine Idol." 

"Dream Academy" premieres 
in August; “RP Idol" in July. 

Both are reality singing con- 
tests in which unknowns are 
housed together and undergo 
raining and/or a makeover in 
front of the camera. 

Вой are foreign franchises. 
“Academy” is from the same Durch 
company behind "PBB"; "RP Idol" 
is from FremantleMedia, based in 
the United Kingdom. 

According to “PBB” director 
Lauren Dyogi, Endemol's show is 
called “Fame Academy" in the 
UK; “Star Academy” in France; 
"La Academia" in Italy and Spain. 

"The housemates will be called 
students and they'll still live in 
the same house [оп Mother Igna- 
cia Avenue, Quezon City], but 
we'll modify it to include work- 


Pilipinas: Ang Nakaraan 
shop and rehearsal areas, a 
recording studio, principal's of- 
fice and teachers’ lounge,” Dyogi 
„told Inquirer in a phone inter- 
view. 

He added that "Dream Acade- 
my” will be aired nightly “If 
‘Philippine Ido? is anything like 
‘American Ido it will air only 
twice a week.” 

Perci Intalan, ABC 5's head of 
Creative and Entertainment Pro- 
duction, corrected Dyogi: 
“Philippine Idol is also a nightly, 
prime time show" 


*Why not?" 

Clearly, "Dream Academy" is 
envisioned as a direct competitor 
of "RP Idol.” 

Dyogi said, “I don't see why we 
cant put up another reality- 
singing contest on air. The Philip- 
pines will never run out of talent- 
ed performers.” 

Intalan seemed unruffled by 
the impending showdown. “I's 
really exciting. First, ABC 5 set 
the trend with the celebrity dance 
competition ‘Shall We Dance 
[ABS-CBN is also coming out 

RP/ALI 


^INMENT 


ein 


be complete in herself before raising a family. 


How's Rob as dad? How's the new lola (or 
Abu, which is how Ligaya Salonga prefers 
to be called)? 

The new daddy is wonderful... he's won- 
derful with Nicole. He changes the diapers 
and feeds her (with bottled breast mill), cra- 
dles her and takes a gazillion pictures every 
day. Abu (my mom) is super excited, and en- 
joys being around her. She hasn't been able to 
baby-sit for an extended period of time yet. 


Have you figured out the feeding/diaper 
change routine? 

Rob has been helping out tremendously. 
‘There are mornings when I have the hardest 
time waking up, so he takes over the diaper 
routine then brings her to me to nurse. When 
Tm upand about though, then I do as much as 
1 can before turning in for the night. 1 breast- 
feed on demand, which means anything from 
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“PBB Teens” winner Kim, 
with her favorite housemate, 
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A Deadly Cop. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 
RP ‘Idol’ vs ‘PBB’ 
From page A2-1 lead to a ceasefire in the networl 
ku quipped: “They are the 
best not only in the two networks, 


but in the entire entertainment 
АШ three judges realize 


with its own celebrity dance con- 
test "You Can Dance” in ге 
sponse]. Now, even before it pre- 
mieres, "Philippine Idol is prov- 
ing to be so popular that oth 
networks are making big changes 
to their flagship shows. Ultimate- 
ly it's good for the viewers be- 
cause they will have more op- 
tions.” 


End of war? 

Interestingly, Intalan noted, 
two RP “Idol” judges (Pilita Cor 
rales and Francis Magalona) are 
from GMA 7, while the third one 
(Ryan Cayabyab) and the host 
(Ryan Agoncillo) are from ABS- 
CBN. 

Did he think “RP Idol" would 


ty. They know that they need to 
produce an ‘RP Ido!” who can 
stand side by side with ‘Idols’ 
from all over the world.” 

Dyogi insisted that “Dream 
Factory” was not an exact copy 
of the ultra-successful Free- 
Mantle product. "Instead of 
judges or Big Brother," he said, 
“there'll be instructors and a 
principal. It’s a global search. 
We'll also conduct auditions 
Filipino communities їп Aus- 
tralia, Dubai, Japan, Italy and 
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movie of the year! 
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BOBBY Barreiro, ABC S LAUREN Dyogi, ABS-CBN 
the United States, through The 
Filipino Channel.” 

Dyogi admitted that reformat- 
ting “PBB” was part of a bigger 
game plan. “We want to give it a 
rest this year so viewers will miss 
it.” He added, “PBB' is still evolv- 
ing.” 


aging director for TV Operations, 
Sales and Marketing, pointed out 
that, in the Philippines, “Big 
Brother” has “evolved from a 
naughty, almost soft-porn show 
(in Europe) into a charity, social- 
ly-relevant program.” 

Randy Dellosa, PBB resident 
psychologist, acknowledged that 
much, saying, "That was how we 
Filipinized the show.” 


Light and love 


‘Charity’ program 


Roberto Barreiro, АВС 5 man- 


From page A2-1 


‘My mom 
issuper 
excited’ 


every hour to every three to four hours, 


How do you feel when you look at your ba- 
Љуз face? 

Extremely happy. She's the light and love of 
my ife 


What's her nickname? 

‘We call her Nic. I've always liked boyish 
nicknames for girls. If we have another girl 
chances are she'll have a boyish nickname, 
шо. 


What convinced you to breastfeed? 

1 always knew that breastfeeding was the 
best for babies, and I have many friends who 
made the same decision. Just knowing that 
every immunity Гуе had through my life will 
be passed on to her was something that 
helped me determine this mode of nourishing 
her. That, and the convenience... when we're 
together, her milk is ready, angat the right 
temperature. 


Ron Howard 
Tom Hanks 


When is the christening? Do you have a 
lineup of ninong and ninang (godpar- 
ents)? 

We haven't yet scheduled the baptism, but 
we do have some ninong and ninang ready 
{among them Gina de Venecia, wife of Speaker 
Jose de Venecia]. Allof them are close friends of 
the family, people that we know will help us 
raise Nicole to be the best person she can be. 


ON THE 
STREETS 
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TRANSLATION. 


| 22ND WEEK! 


matthew sarah jessica 


еу parker 


"To leave the nest, 
some men just 
need a litte з 


кеу PG- EHI 


быль A Seri В др. 
2 pd 


iM Me 


[IEERRREEREKREEERE] 
ROBINSONS MOVIEWORLD CINEMAS MOVIE GUIDE movietime 
CINEMA ACCESS 


635-5555 || cux 


FOR ALL BRANCHES 
www.robinsonsmovieworld.com 


MOVIES/SCHEDULES/PRICES ARE SUBJECT TO CHANGE WITHOUT PRIOR NOTICE 


GALLERIA 632.9116 


1 THE DA VINCI CODE + THX 6 X-MEN 3 


2 FAILURE TO LAUNCH 7 THE BENCHWARMERS 


3 THE INSIDE MAN 8 ALLABOUT LOVE 


4 THE OMEN 9 MANAY PO ee ? THE RACE BEGINS 
2 JUNE & AT SM CINEMAS 


Б TAKE THE LEAD 40 CHAOS 
| 
ERMITA 536.7809 1o 12 


1THE OMEN 


2 MANAY PO 5 THE BENCHWARMERS TAKE THELEAD 
Antonio Banderas is a dance teacher who is 

tasked о teach some groovy kids some tango, 

with Flipino-American young actor Danle Basco 

м "n supporting role. 

INSIDE MAN 

Denzel Washington is a detective that connives 

| v win notorious Civ Owen in executing tha 

4 ALLABOUT LOVE TENNI | perfect bank robbery Not unti Jodie Foster 

‘noticed thal something is going on behind. 


3 TAKE THE LEAD 6 THE INSIDE MAN 


METRO EAST 622.8193 - 682-8190 


1THE DA VINCI CODE 5 THE BENCHWARMERS инеш СЭМ CITY STA.MESA у 
1 THE OMEN 
ТАКЕ THE LEAD JTHE INSIDE MAN 
XMEN m JXMEN m 
INSIDE MAN |. TAKE THE LEAD 
EVEREST 
= 5cHAos ALL ABOUT LOVE 
11:301:30330530730 BP fue omen MANAY PO 
3XMEN3 7TAKE THE LEAD NASCAR 3D MOVER THEE nicak BENCH WARMERS 


020506080 ff, rarure ro Launch |. CHAOS 


PREMIERE CINEMA MANAY PO Сар 
4MANAY PO 8ALLABOUT LOVE ALL ABOUT LOVE iun 
DIRECTORS CLUB ALL ABOUT LOVE e OROIT ee 
ae SILENT HILL 


CENTERSTAGE TAKE THE LEAD 
NOVALICHES 936-3231 / 935-з229-30 RESERVED "эмит SOUTHMALL POSEIDON 
THE OMEN THE OMEN | INSIDE MAN 
ТИЕ ОМЕН жешилиши [TAKE THE LEAD :ALL ABOUT LOVE XMEN Ш 
2ALLABOUT LOVE 5 X-MEN 3 INSIDE MAN )MANAY РО XMEN Ш 


| 1XMEN Ш ALL ABOUT LOVE 
3 THE DA VINCI CODE 6 MANAY PO хмм кыш prt neous 


CITISQUARE MALABON 255» PIONEER DEM. 7 [ovamesee =f cHaos 


MANAY PO SENECA imn 

1ALLABOUT LOVE 1THE OMEN ЖТ эмеш BENCH WARMERS 

2X-MEN 3 2 X-MEN 3 үш =з ТАКЕ THE LEAD. hg Si ies 

3 RESERVE 3 THE INSIDE MAN CINEMA 1 SMN CITY FAIRVIEW — EM CITY SAN LAZARO nn 
FAILURE TO LAUNCH [: BENCHWARMERS THE OMEN 

4 RESERVE АТАКЕ THE LEAD CINEMA 2 OVER THE HEDGE 

XMEN Ш CHAOS 
үгүттү l INSIDE MAN 


= 


2 THE OMEN 6 THE INSIDE MAN 


= әп А ы 
NOW SHOWING 


Last 


XMEN m 


TAKE THE LEAD. 


RHEN m MANAY E INSIDE MAN 
АШ. ABOUT Love HE OMEN SiMANAY РО 
D MANAY PO XMEN m ALL BOUT LOVE 


Ка иен scans "SM SUPENCENTER VALENZUELA 
ма: +ALL ABOUT LOVE THE OMEN 
CHAOS POSEIDON PXMEN m 
ТАКЕ THE LEAD мш ALL ABOUT LOVE 
?TAKE THE LEAD MANAY PO 
EM CIV OASHARINAS — SWOITSUCAT 
XMEN Ш MANAY PO 
manay PO THE OMEN 
i ЗАЦ ABOUT LOVE ALL ABOUT LOVE 
| Lopen ta 5 HBENCHWARMERS XMEN m 
school events and other 
Excuntverocenings of blockbuster fms 


for interested paries you moy contact Marketing Serie KLIZXCITITLENEN ON CENTER] CAJE EVENT CALENDAR] 
ae ae eiii m oes Sea eT 
EI DEN =са З Т.Ю 
PRESENTS ^ . 


STA. ROSA  . «eso LIPA ganran 
1 AQUAMARINE 1 THE DA VINCI CODE { 23 Б» Gok o Love 


2X-MEN 3 2 SILENT HILL - JUNE 10, 2006 + SM MEGAMALL 
З MANAY РО ЗАЦ. ABOUT LOVE ^ SATURDAY • CINEMA 9 + 8:30 PM 
ДАЦ ABOUT LOVE 4MANAY PO with special guest NYOY VOLANTE 
5 THE DA VINCI CODE 5X-MEN3 5 Tickets at (P300, P500, P800) 


= ~ ickets available at TICKETWORLD 891-5610/ 891.9999 
DASMARINAS сезе ANGELES 045802238 эмо 


1 THE DA VINCI CODE 1ТНЕ OMEN м THE OMEN 


2 X-MEN 3 XMEN m ыз 
2X-MEN3 
3 AQUAMARINE 1: AL ABOULTDVE XMEN m 


AMANAY PO 3ALLABOUT LOVE SEMINE i MANAY РО 


4MANAY PO ; REINCARNATION 
5 ALL ABOUT LOVE unes ALL ABOUT LOVE 


IMUS секта STARMILLS шуо an iment none 


XMEN Н 
1THE OMEN 1 THE BENCHWARMERS ALL ABOUT LOVE ды ары 
MANAY PO XMEN m 
2 BANDIDAS 2 THE DA VINCI CODE e aaa ока 
3 MANAY PO 3ALLABOUT LOVE CHAOS 
ААШ ABOUT LOVE 4MANAY PO HERMES ERENT STA ROSA = 
5 X-MEN 3 5 X-MEN 3 Sen ш BENCHWARMERS 
x MANAY 
6 THE DA VINCI CODE 6 THE OMEN реа S XMEN ui 


BACOLOD . 22423 ILOILO ` o» : MAE NET LOVE 
ALL ABOUT LOVE 

1AQUAMARINE 1 REINCARNATION 

2ALLA BOUT LOVE 2 BANDIDAS SMELT DAVAO — 

3 REINCARNATION 3 ALLABOUT LOVE AMEN 

4 THE DA VINCI CODE 4 THE DA VINCI CODE ANDINAS FAILURE TO LAUNCH | SILENT HILL 

5X-MEN3 5X-MEN 3 FAILURE TO LAUNCH ff RESERVED TALL ABOUT LOVE 

6 OVER THE HEDGE 6 MANAY PO AQUAMARINE JALL ABOUT LOVE SI ELOMEN. 


MANAY PO !GRANDMA'S BOY MANAY PO 
ТАЦ. ABOUT LOVE 5MANAY PO BENCHWARMERS. 


The 5 i Al il ier Son 
Perfect Gift ~ à ССИ Етна 
Al'Year Round EAE 


A Pre Paid Movie Pass to the Hottest Seats in town. XMEN m 


ALL ABOUT LOVE 
Get Special discounts Er velum: purchases! 
Female sn ets удин ол Маай Src Daran t 931 4 oh Mund 


p 
Tree 


Ш 
: 
0 
I 
a 
Y 
3 
Q 
> 
u 
У 
‹ 
i 


ТНЕ ОМЕМ 
105.35. 605,835. 11:00 
кз 


EASTWOOD 


once 


X-MEN 3 
12:0, 23,590,810, 1050 
ыз 
, THE INSIDE MAN 
1210, 255,540, 825, 11.05, 
кз 
{ TAKE THE LEAD 
тїї, 225, 60,755, 1035 
баз 


Eastwood City Walk 2. Eastwood City 
E Rodrigues Jr Ave (C-5] Quezon City 


“Captain Barbell’ needs 
to fight for redemption 


By Oliver M. Pulumbarit 
Contributor 


THE FIRST FIVE EPISODES OF 
"Captain Barbell’—GMA 75 effects- 
heavy series about a tormented teen 
‘with superhuman powers, show 
some technical proficiency. But for 
all its snazzy digital effects, compe- 
tent stunt sequences, and some de- 
cent acting, the series started off 
shakily, mainly because it mimicked 
many elements from other existing 


superhero series The tile charac: 
ters revamped origin is more science 


ficion-based, and while theres au- 
басу in several ideas presented in 
its first episode, this reimagining 
has led to an uncomfortable hodge- 
podge of “Smallville,” “Spider-Man,” 
and even "Terminator" 
Ambitious 

This hasn't gone unnoticed. One 
can look at certain scenes and situa- 
tions and name the movie, TV show, 
ог character that inspired them. 
‘Younger viewers may not be dis- 
ceming of such things yet, but older 
cones could get distracted or tumed 
off by the recurring non-originality. 

AS previously noted, the show 
started ambitiously Cramped with 
superimposed digital wizardry and 
fancy props, the initial episode intro- 
duced a future, year 2106, when the 
Philippines is a major superpower, a 
place where scientific breakthroughs 


RICHARD Gutierrez, lead star 


„Т WILL ENTIRELY TOUCH 
YOUR HEART AND SOUL." 


Andre Whe Dally TRIBUNE 


^...THE ULTIMATE MESSAGE OF 
HOPE THAT IS GENUINE AND 
STIRRING." 


„л CAPTIVATING MOVIE THAT 
MAKES YOU SMILE, LAUGH AND 
CRY." 


ne EAD. 


SPÉCIAL Wort. 


IN"X-MEN: THE LAST STAND," HU- 
mans' fear of the superpowers of 
mutants is solved by the discovery of 
a"cure" for mutancy. 

With this new antidote, mutants can 
become “normal” members of society. 

However, some mutants, including 
confederation of leaders Magneto (Tan 
McKellen) and Charles Xavier 
(Patrick Stewart) are not so sure. 
They see in the "cure" an attempt by 
government to control mutants’ excep- 
tional powers. 

These contrary views force mutants. 
to choose which side to take in the dis- 
pute. Magneto plays a wild card in the 
person of Jean (Famke Janssen), a 
mutant with the greatest powers. 

‘The problem with her isthe fact that 

powers become uncontrollable 
when her personality is taken over bya 
vicious persona named Phoenix. It is 
this dark and sinister force that has 
made her kill her own boyfriend. 

Fears about Jean's "runaway" pow- 
ers tum out to be merited when she 
wreaks havoc on Xavier himself. With 
his rival leader now disposed of, Mag- 
neto rallies most of the world’s mu- 
tants to wage war against the govern- 
ment, to prevent their collective emas- 
culation through the devious use of 


Ше geneic manipulation and 
cloning flourish. 

A “Barbanium’-enhanced war- 
riot, Captain B (Paolo Bediones) 
sends his wife and child to the past, 
to hide from a powerful "Genera" 
There, a селішу back, Mrs. B 
(Snooky Sema) must prevent the 
General’ rise to power, but her time 
machine crash-lands and accidental- 
ly kills Pinky Amadors pregnant 
character (her unbom daughter sur- 
vives), 

See the “Smallville” parallel yet? 
‘That daughter is an analogue of 
lama Lang, Clark Kent's love inter- 
est, whose parents were killed by a 
meteorite shower in the shows first 
episode. Here, "Lanz" is Lea (Rhian 
Denise Ramos), “Clark” is Teng 
(Richard Gutierez), the kindly 
“Kents” are the Magtanggols (Dante. 
Rivero and Gloria Sevilla), the über- 
rich “Luthors” are Viel and Levi Vil- 
lan (Richard Gomez and Patrick 
Garcia), and “Smallville” is che thriv- 
ing town of Marravelos. Thats just 
for starters. 

Teng, not a costumed hero until 
episode 5, lives a traumatic life, just 
like poor Peter Parkez Its exhausting 
то watch him repeatedly mauled by 
bullies and deal with the shocking 
demise of his adoptive father Add a 
crazy Wolverine-like freak with glass 
shards for “claws” to the list... its so 
contrived sometimes, that we don't 
root much for the hero, агай. 
Possibilities 

It does make one wonder: Has 
Mars Ravelo concept become so 
dated that the show resorted to 
“cloning” parts of other properties? 
There cant be a shortage of new 
ideas. The series creative team just 
needs to mine the existing mytholo- 

gy and since this is a fantasy 

show, the possibilities are imi 

less. 

Despite its imperfections, 
“Captain Barbell” shows 
promise, The big-budget- 
ed series can stil prove 
escapist to those who 
want their regular action. 
fix thunderous and eye- 
popping. It just needs to 
overcome йз major 
dunks immediately, 
and breathe life into 
ап original Pinoy su- 
perchamp with more 
imaginative adven- 

tures and back stories. 


Nestor 
U. Torre 


Wheredoes Wolverine (Hugh Jack- 
тап) figure in all this? He decides to 
fight against Magnetos forces, and 
forces his beloved Jean to make the 
supreme sacrifice so that her powers 
can't be misused by Magneto for his 
own dark ends. 

Thus does the final episode of the 
“X-Men” trilogy shape up as a many- 
layered morality tale, in which good 
sometimes disguises itself as evil, and 
viceversa. 

This is because the motives of both 
government and mutant leaders are 
often suspect, so we cant be sure 
which side should end up on top. 

Of course, viewers tend to favor the 
mutants cause, because they em- 
pathize with their odd-man-out plea 
for understanding and acceptance. 

After a while, however, the confus- 
ing welter of contradictory motives as 


Kids to watch: 
Centermates 


IMAGINE THE RIVERBANKS 
Activity Center on a scorching 
summer afternoon. The fewest 
ids’ show group, Centermates, 
жаз set to perform there—no 
air-conditioning, seats mostly 
empry. 

No matter Randell 
Raymundo, Migs 
Raymundo, Christelle 
Peig, Jasmin Salvo and 
Carlyn Ocampo did 
their opening number. Passersby 
started to trickle in. A few more 
songs, and the place filed up. 
Halfway through the show, the 
place was jumping! 

‘Come  awographsigning 
time, eager new fans swamped 
the group. 

Were they bom stars? 


„НТ 


"No! No! Nol” the singing kids 
protested. Caryn said, giggling, “I 
couldn't сапу a tune before." 

Butch Albarracin, founder and 
CEO of Center for Pop Music 
Aia, Philippines, where the group 


had a theory: 


> Kip ў uon is prepared 


‘That's what they 


TheCenemarsre- Б 8, 
ished the applause: 


“Malupit!” “Parang ang galing- 
galing 
“Sobrang exciting!” 

They have a self-titled CD out, 
and another performance set on 
June 18, 7 p.m. at the AFP The- 
ater, Camp Aguinaldo Theater in 
Quezon City. Nyoy Volante is 
their special guest. 


in!" "Ang saya-sayal” 


Cars 

With the voices of Paul Newman, 
Owen Wilson, Tony Shalhoub, Bonnie 
Hunt 

Directed by John Lasseter 

Lightning McQueen is a hotshot neo- 
phyte race car that's driven to succeed. Af- 
ter being detoured to a sleepy Route 66 
town, the overachieving rookie discovers 
that "life is about the journey; not the fin- 
ish line” and that “there are more impor- 
tant things than trophies, fame and spon- 
sorship." Peter Travers of Rolling Stone 
calls this Pixar animated film "a sure thing 

What [this movie] teaches is how to 

lend brash comedy with technical aston- 
ishments so that each enhances the other.” 
Josh Tyler of Cinemablend.com raves that 
іза “love letter to the heyday of the Amer- 
ican road." Richard Corliss of Time de- 
scribes this flick as “an instant classic... ex- 
isting both in turbo-charged today and the 
gentler 1950s, straddling the realms of 
Pixar styling and old Disney heart.” Opens 
June 8. 


Take the Lead 

Stars Antonio Banderas, Dante Basco, 
Rob Brown, Alfre Woodard 

Directed by Liz Friedlander 

A Latin hottie volunteers to teach tough 
delinquents the heady joys of ballroom 
dancing. At first, the kids scoff at him, but 
they eventually learn how to samba and 
salsa. Kit Bowen of Hollywood.com rants: 
“Maybe they should have titled this hack- 
neyed [tale] ‘Stand and Dance! or ‘Shall 
We Dance... in Detention.” Nancy 
Churnin of the Dallas Morning News com- 
mends Fil-Am Dante Basco who, along 
with Jenna Dewan and Marcus Т. Paulk, 
"perform one heck of a steamy tango num- 
ber." Tracy Allerton of the South Florida 
Sun-Sentinel complains: "Apart from] the 
rousing ending, which combines ballroom 
and hip-hop moves in an exciting way, the 
film offers nothing we haven't seen be- 
fore.” Opens June 7. 


the plot unfolds results in an occasion- 
al disconnect that diminishes viewers’ 
involvement in the conflict and action. 

Another problem is the excessive 
number of mutants who figure in this 
final episode. With so many characters 
quickly making their entrances and ex- 
its, the movie loses some of its focus 
and capacity to elicit viewers’ empa- 
thy 

Yes, the mutants’ diverse range of 
powers is exciting to watch, but the va- 
ety soon takes its toll on the movie's 
emotional quotient. 

‘That's why at film's end, по charac- 
ter “owns” the production. On point of 
talent, McKellan and Jackman are 
clearly superior to the other cast mem- 
bers but even their characters can't 
provide the emotional fulerum that 
the production needs to rise to à 
cathartic and wuly illuminating cli- 
тах. 


‘Superman Returns’ 
WINNERS of Reader's Digests Trusted 
Brands 2006 are invited to a free 
screening of "Superman Returns" on 
June 30 at Premiere THX Theater 
Amorsolo St. in Makati. 

Seats may be reserved in exchange. 
fora coupon of Reader's Digest May is- 


„а. смилане на 


CENTERMATES 
‘Suite Life’ 


The troublesome twins of Tip- 
ton Hotel are back in the new 
season of Disney Channel's "The 
Suite Life of Zack and Cody" 
which premiered on Saturday 
‘The next episodes air on the next 
three Saturdays, 6:30 p.m. 


"The Suite Lit 
twin 12year-old | 
Cody, whose singl 
job singing at an ш 
Boston and, as p 
tract, a suite for th 
‘The hotel has a sw 
and a game room 
find many new fne 
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3 x = Free magazines and 
Inside Man jump-scares throughout.” Jeremiah Kipp 


* of Slant Magazine agrees: "This latest un- ibus Ee РЫ 
uM. ионы Ce necessary remake... lacks even the benefit Заа; 
Directed bySpikelee ——— of novelty [Ies] a slapdash affair meant to 
Кы аы eae make a lot of money.” Rob Vaux of Flipside ‘The Sun Shop. 
i сешц Movie Emporium points out: "Moore Movieworld Cou ont 
p. LUE ion looks sharper and plays classier than p 
киек а aim popa the йш fim bt stl Hes he same od К В 
gotiators scramble to unravel the mystery, транты d i IM Pack +P . 
hs К the criminala eia “ona мер ahead OF кык underneath.” Opened уез- 1 when you buy a SIM Pack + P150 minimum worth of Prepaid Cards, 
е game.” Todd McCarthy of Vari- ae = 3 
ety hails it as “a thriller that aims to Cerise Die eie e gd 
be different... [with] a flashy cast, 
lever. script and vibrant showcas- Promo Period: Extended until June 18, 2006. 
ing of New York City. Lee makes а a Approved by ТИКА. 
point of showing the city and, by ex- 
tension, American society top to €————— 
bottom, from politicos and power Panarea aterert tng to pa E 
players to drug-addled deadbeat: [ameero aen. epps 
Jami Bernard of the New York Daily 
News points out that "this is the first p The SUN sel 
purely commercial movie from the " 
strident, chip-on-shoulder director 
Working within the confines of a 
popcorn movie seems to have set 
him. free to promote his agenda 
more enjoyably.” Roger Ebert of 5 
Chicago Sun-Times disagrees: “The | Keanu Reeves \ ы 
whole plot smells fishy. Its not that 
the movie is hiding something, but Sandra Bullock 
when it’s revealed, it's been left sit- 
ting too long at room temperature.” 
Opens June 7. 
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The Omen 

Stars Liev Schreiber, Julia 
Stiles; Mia Farrow, Seamus Davey- 
Fitzpatrick 

Directed by John Moore 

This remake of the 1976 thriller 
by director Richard Donner re-tells 
the tale of an orphan, Damien, who 
жаз adopted by an American diplo- 
mat and his clueless wife. Horrors 


and dire warnings follow the child Fapa Aig ШШЕ 4EÀ | 
ти mdp OPENS JUNE 14 

ff esized Anti-Christ. Joe Utichi of 
Film Focus comments: “Care as 
[A T inal, һе 
peces КЫЙ АР YOU BRAVE ENOUGH TO WITNESS REAL TERROR? 
dundancy. His approach fails entire- 


ly to capitalize on Damien's creepi- 
ness... the only adrenaline-pump- 


ing moments in the film come from. A true story of one 
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witnessed and 


documented by THE DA VINCI CODE 
sue, The first 100 respondents wil 


each receive two tickets to the exclu- hundreds of people, 
sive screening. 

Readers Digests: winning brands among them was 
include Bank of the Philippine Islands, E E 
Boysen Paints, Canon, Emperador 
Brandy Equitable РСІ Bank, Andrew Jackson, the 
Metrobank, GE, Insular Life, Nokia, ^ 
Panda, Petron, Philamlife, Philippine ANH 7th President of the 
National Bank, Pilot, Sharp and Tu- -i А 
pero Water Purifier N United States. 


‘Café Bossa" 
ONLY three months after the release of 


Sitils debut album, "Café Bossa,” has : 
already been certified gold (at least ff ДУ, Cinema 2000 Metrotown 
10014 
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tracks:.made: up of contemporary - Рае [os  AULABOUT LOVE 

songs, and pop and jazz standards 
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NOW IT’S HAPPENING AGAIN з asour.ove 


1 
1 
3 хом. 
4 язки | Cinema 2000 Waltermart 
: (Paride tà 95320 
NOW on DVD, "Kiss Kiss Bang Bang" is {потка THEDAVINCICODE 1 X-MEN-3 
about a petty thief posing as an actor i MANAY PO 
(Robert Downey J) He s thrust ino AN AMFRICAN з ; лишти 
the cutthroat world of Los Angeles! 


manar Po 

н ашшы Cinema 2000 Waltermart 

cons, losers and wannabes. merropolis cinema) IL CINEMA Y (Gapan) tel. (044) 4067795 
Extra features include a gag reel, —— — TUS 
theatrical trailer and commentary т ы (Pasay) té 853.3290) X-MEN-3 


with Downey and other stars like Val IALABANO| ван, изм ALABOUTLOVE MANAY PO 


Kilmer and Shane Black. THE BELI. WITCH STORY unl Mn Lianas Cinema 
(Pes) to cát er 

ALLABOUTLOVE Xt 

2 Lado LOVE 

THEONEN SES Center Mall Cinema Cians Chema 
вардо Center Magsaysay Avenue ишш вал 


Е т таслис 
DENZEL А DEOR 


CSTHEATRES 1 THE DA VINCI CODE PLEASECALL 
WASHINGTON cm. | 2 THE OMEN 6i Linas Morici 
" (Calamba) tel (049) 545.7202 


Learn OBSESSION 
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Ens ENTERTAINMENT 
Truefaith, dongabay have new albums 


DONG ABAY, FORMER took more than two months to tied “Stray To Be Found” (EMD. 
Yano and Pan front man make. One of his mentors at UB Fans who can't wait can checkout 
F 3 whose new band is named, Robin Rivera, produced the album; for the frst single off the 

uh... dongabay, rocks pals Buddy Zabala and Raimund 
anew with the re- Marasigan played bass and drums бот the teleserye, "Sa Piling Mo”) 
. опа the tracks, with Vinty Lava on onwwwtruefaith.com ph. 

bum, “Filipino.” ‘guitars. Sound engineer was 
: Shinji Tanaka of Sound 


Abay ka 
wrote all 14° Creation Studio. 
cal senem 2275... | NOW SHOWING 


wacks—in < Er shops. From 
mio L wi Synergy Records, TEXTES ERCNIR[ STRICTLY FOR 13 YEARS OF AGE AND ABOVE 
а 


eld ‘with the Finishing touches 
language here. AF After a two-year absence from the 
ter all, language is recording scene, the band True- 
very much like mu- faidh—led by Medwin Marfil, with 
sic—one can play with Kenneth lagan and Eugene Marfl 
the sound, stretch it,ex- on guitars, Bimbo Yance on bass, 
pandit, shrinkor tighten Jake Lumacad on keyboards and 
it. That's the idea.” Benedict Esguera on drums—is 
Dong said “Filipino” now putting the finishing touches to 
its much-awaited 11th album enti- 
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For ticket inquiries, please call TicketNet at 911-5555 or log on to www.ticketnet.com.ph 
ARANETA COLISEUM 


2006 WORLD SLASHER CUP II 
ооб ORAL 8 COCK DERBY. | THE CASCADES WORLD TOUR 2006 


JUNE 13, 15 & 17 JUNE 16, Friday 8pm. 


hen] 
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Sth ATC Taekwondo Invitational 
June 10 & 11, 2006 
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FAILURE TO LAUNCH 'AKE THE 5 INSIDE MAN RENS Alaska Yamgo: The Super Good D 


naar sets ato stus элс а June 10. 2006 uno 12, 2006 


THE OMEN 
Dinner Theater presents. 
"I LOVE YOU, YOU'RE PERFECT, NOW CHANGE" - Extended Run! 
June 6, 13 & 20, 2006 - Greenbelt 2 


X-MEN: THE FAILURE TO The perfect spot for concerts, stage plays & corporate events 
LAST STAND LAUNCH is now accepting bookings for June to July 2006 


a For inquiries, pls. call 752-7862 or 757-386; 
Mcr p 3e ee — PAROLA: Colonial Lighthouses in the Philippines. 
ps May 18 to June 18, 2006 
ТАКЕ THE LEAD 5 X-MEN: THE LAST STAND For inquiries, please call 757-7117 to 21 loc 29 or visit www.ayalamuseum.org 
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If the shoe doesn't fit... 


PIOLO stars in 15-minute indie. 


CHARLENE was the guest at Ricky 
Reyes’ MoA branch opening. 


о Mond 19-4 
723:8000 - b 


DIRECTOR CESAR HERNANDO 
had soldier's shoes waiting for mati- 
nee idol Piolo Pascual, lead star in 
the 15-minute indie film "Kagat ng 
Dilim.” The shoes didnt fit. 

Hernando recalls, "Piolo had to 
wear someone else's shoes. He 
didn't mind.” 

Fifteen minutes lang naman e. 


First mall salon 
DID you know that Ricky 
Reyes set up the first-ever 
beauty salon in a mall (SM 
North Edsa, 1985)? Twen- 
ty years later, he's still at 
it. The 38th and 39th RR branch- 
es opened recently at SM Clark 
and SM Mall of Asia. Charlene 
Gonzalez and Marc Nelson were 
guests of honor at the MoA 
branch opening. 

Why not Gloria Romero, ang 
magandang lolah? 


‘Jewel-ed’ Asiana 

TV'S FAVORITE koreanovela is now 
on Asiana Airlines B767 aircraft 
(see photo). The plane flies Asian 
routes including the Philippines. 
Now airing its last few episodes, 
“Jewel in the Palace" has become a 
global record-breaking mini-series 
for Korea's MBC TV 


It’s the journey 

DIRECTOR John Lasseter on 
"Cars," his latest: "Ies about a char- 
acter who who learns that, in life, 
the journey is its own reward.” 


» ocn A 
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Dead Grateful 
LOS ANGELES—Vince Welnick, 
the Grateful Dead's last keyboard 
player and a veteran musician of 
several other bands, including 
the Tubes and Missing Man For- 
mation, has died, the Grateful 
Dead's longtime publicist said. 
He was believed to be 5S. The 
group said in a statement on its 
Web site. "May the four 
winds blow him safely 
AP 


Psychic duped 

CHICAGO—Uri 
Geller's dream of turning the first. 
home Elvis Presley owned into a 
museum dedicated to the para- 
normal has been dealt a setback 
nearly as bizarre as the spoon- 
bending trick that made the Is- 

raeli-born psychic famous. 
Geller, who thought he had 
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GO, 'LO! The Four Aces, recent RP visitors, in 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2006 


\ Via 


at the Araneta Coliseum, from left: “Funny man” Joe 


lio (for giggles?), the quiet one Harry Heisler, audience favorite Fred Diodati, and Frank Sinatra 


impersonator Joe Amato. 


purchased the Memphis prop- 
erty in an eBay auction last 
month for $905,100, learned 
on Friday the sellers had turned 
around and sold the 280-sqm 
house to a foundation set up by 
Mike Curb, the longtime music 
producer. Reuters 
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He's alive? 

SYDNEY—Mystery surrounding 
the disappearance of Australian 
entertainer Olivia Newton-John’s 
longtime boyfriend Patrick Mc- 
Dermott deepened Monday fol- 
lowing a report he was alive and 
living in Mexico. 

McDermott, who had been 
Newton-Johnis partner for nine 
years, disappeared off a boat 
while on an overnight fishing trip 
off the California coast a year 
ago. His body has never been 
found and authorities have not 
determined whether the 48-year- 
old walked off the boat when it 
docked back at San Pedro, was 
murdered at sea or faked his 
death to escape mounting debts. 

АЕР 


‘Break-Up’ on top 
LOS ANGELES—Fueled by real- 
life romantic splits and hookups, 


PHOTOSSYRODEL отом 


Jennifer Aniston and Vince 
‘Vaughn's "The Break-Up” pulled 
ап upset over the mutant world of 
the "X-Men." "The Break-Up” de- 
buted more strongly than expect- 
ed with $38.1 million to take over 
as the No. 1 weekend movie from 
“X-Men: The Last Stand,” which 
slipped to second place with 
$34.35 million, according to stu- 
dio estimates Sunday. 

Estimated ticket sales for Friday 
through Sunday at US and Canadi- 
an theaters, according to Exhibitor 
Relations, official trackers: 

1) “The Break-Up,"$38.1M; 2) 
"XMen: The Last Stand,” 
$34.35M: 3) “Over the Hedge,” 
$20.6M; 4) "The Da Vinci Code,” 
$19.3М; 5) “Mission: Impossible 
I,” $467M; 6) "Poseidon," 
$3.4M; 7) "RV" $3.3M; В) "See 
No Evil,” $2M; 9) “Ал Inconve- 
nient Truth,” $1.33M; 10) "Just 
My Luck," $825,000. AP 
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Neda go-ahead sought for 
$700-M South Rail project 


By Daxim L. Lucas 


THE TRANSPORTATION DEPARTMENT HAS 
sought the approval of the National Economic 
and Development Authority for the proposed 
South Rail project that will link Metro Manila 
to Bicol through high-speed train service. 

Tn an interview, Transportation Undersec- 
retary Guiling A. Mamondiong said his office 
‘was now waiting for the go-ahead from the 
Neda's Investment Coordination Committee 
before proceeding with negotiations with the 
Chinese government for the projects fund- 
ing. 

“This whole project will cost up to $700 
million," he said. "(Тһе Chinese government] 
has offered to help fund it.” 

He said the deal with the Chinese was simi- 
lar to that signed for the $503-million North 
Rail program—a controversial project round- 
ly criticized for allegedly being over- 
priced which was also supported by the Peo- 
ple's Republic of China. 

‘The government has yet to determine 
whether China National Machinery and 
Equipment Corp. (CNMEG), the main North 
Rail contractor, would also be involved in the 
South Rail program. 

As early as last year, CNMEG has expressed 
its interest to take part in the South Rail pro- 


ject, despite an earlier agreement between 
the Philippine government and a Korean con- 
tractor. 

“This will be a 500-kilometer project [ex- 
tending] from Calamba, Laguna to Bicol,” 
Mamondiong pointed out, explaining why it 
was expected to be more expensive that the 
North Rail program. 

Unlike the North Rail, however, which in- 
volved the construction of new facilities, the 
DOTC official said the South Rail project 
would mainly involve the rehabilitation of ex- 
isting facilities like the train tracks currently 
being used by the Philippine National Rail- 
ways. 

Apart from the infrastructure, the train 
tracks will be reconfigured to be able to han- 
dle high-speed trains. 

“We are still studying which is the best,” he 
added, referring to the kinds of train systems 
and infrastructure the project will have, al- 
though they are likely to be sourced from Chi- 
na if a funding agreement is finalized be- 
tween both countries. 

Mamondiong, who oversees the govern- 
ment's rail projects, said construction of the 
South Rail would start next year after all ap- 
provals shall have been secured and will take 
anywhere from four to five years finish. 
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Inflation slows to 6.9 


Strong peso tempers 
rise in basic prices in May 


By Michelle V. Remo 


INFLATION EASED FURTHER TO 6.9 PERCENT 
year-on-year in May, the lowest in four months, as 
the stronger peso helped temper the effects ofthe 
higher value-added tax on prices of consumer 


products. 

The latest inflation rate, which 
beat the forecast made by the Na- 
tional Economic and Develop- 
ment Authority (Neda), was a de- 
celeration from the 7.1 percent in 
April and the 7.6 percent in 
February and March. 

Tt also brought the average in- 
Вабоп rate for the first five 
months of the year to 7.2 per- 
cent. 

In May last year, inflation 
stood at 8.5 percent. 

“This is better than our expec- 
tations. This will help us meet, if 
not surpass, our inflation target 
for the full year of 7.3 to 7.9 per- 
cent," said Dennis Arroyo, Neda 
director for policy and planning. 

‘The Neda earlier projected that 
inflation in May likely settled at 


between 7 and 7.3 percent. 

The National Statistics Office 
yesterday reported that prices of 
nearly all commodity groups, ex- 
cept for clothing and services, in- 
creased at a slower rate than the 
previous months. Only clothing 
and services failed to register a 
decelerated inflation rate. 

The NSO said the inflation rate 
for products belonging to the 
food, beverage and tobacco 
group stood at 5.9 percent in 
May, down from 6.1 percent in 
April. Prices of housing and rè- 
pair items rose an average 4 per- 
cent, also slower than the 4.2 per- 
cent the month before; fuel, light 
and water, to 13.4 percent from 
15.9 percent, and miscellaneous 
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Shares close lower 


SHARE PRICES CLOSED 0.63 PERCENT 
lower yesterday following Wall Street's 
sharp overnight retreat but some selective 
bbargain-hunting in tate trade limited the 
downside, dealers said. 

They said sentiment got a jolt from the 


SHARES/84 


BPI Family Savings Bank is the leader in housing loans 
because we have helped build more homes for more Filipinos than any other bank. 


With our low interest rates, wide branch network, fast turn-around time 


and expertise in consumer financing, 
And for your peace of mind, we even have a FIXED interest rate of 11.5% for 6 to 12 years. 
Why even consider any other bank? 


BPI Family Savings Bank is the bank you can trust to build your dream house today! 


For more information call 845-6888, 754-6369, 754-6917, log on to www.bpiexpressonline.com 
or visit any BPI or BPI Family Savings Bank branch or Express Banking Center near you. 


Provincial Business Center numbers: Pampanga (045) 860-3014 * Dagupan (075) 515-6250 * San Pablo (049) 562-3711 * Lipa (043) 757-1000 + 
Naga (054) 81 1-1042 e Cebu (032) 415-7600 • Войо (033) 337-4458 + Bacolod (034) 433-4328 « Cagayan de Oro (088) 845-5465 + Davao (082) 235-3558 


Bud» рат А 


HOUSING LOAN 


BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 


Get started on tomorrow. 


т 1281 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER 


BUSINESS 


WEDNESDAY, JUNE 7, 2006 


JP Morgan downgrades RP rating 


Bank’s debt assessment revised to ‘neutral’ from ‘overweight’ 


By Michelle V. Remo 


INVESTMENT BANK JP MORGAN HAS 
downgraded its assessment of the Philippines’ 
debt paper from “overweight” to “neutral,” аз 
itexpressed concern over the Bureau of Int 
nal Revenue's admission that it would miss its 
collection target for the year. 

А "neutral" rating means that the bank has 
recommended that investors hold off plans to 
buyor sell bonds issued by the Philippine gov- 
ernment. 

‘An “overweight” assessment, on the other 
hand, means that it recommends investors to 
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buy Republic of the Philippines bonds. 

JP Morgan hinted that the BIR's statement 
cast doubts on the governments ability to 
meet its fiscal targets for the year, including 
an improvement of the country's revenue ef- 
fort from 14.7 percent of gross domestic prod- 
uct last year to 16 percent this year. 

Revenue effort, a ratio between the gov- 


"call 7228888 


SETA 


p—— Lr Dry 
VORNE hee are 


ernment's total revenue collection and the 
country's gross domestic product, measures 
the government's ability to collect addition- 
al revenues from an increase in economic 
activity. 

‘The bank projected that with the BIR's own 
estimates of a “realistic” tax collection this 
year, the country would only post a revenue 
effort of 14.8 percent. 

“This recent piece of news underscores the 
risk of disappointment. We thus maintain the 
view that the ROPs continue to be a trading 
credit rather than a fundamental credit 
turnaround story,” JP Morgan said in its re- 
port on the Philippines. 

The BIR, which accounts for about 60 per- 
cent of the national government's revenues, 
earlier asked the Department of Finance, its 
head agency, to lower its tax collection target 
for this year from the programmed P675.4 
billion to only P601.4 billion. 

Revenue Commissioner Jose Mario Bufiag 
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said the target assigned to the agency was 
“unreasonably high,” given that the revenue 
agency's actual tax collection last year stood 
atonly P542 billion. 

The BIR said a 26-percent year-on-year 
growth target was too high. An 11-percent 
growth goal was more realistic, it said. 

‘The BIR said P27 billion of its target for this 
year should be transferred to the Bureau of 
Customs, which has the potential to collect 
more value-added taxes on ой given high im- 
port volumes. 

It added that the decision of the Bureau of 
the Treasury to reduce issuance of Treasury 
bills and bonds would result in lower collec- 
tion of documentary stamp tax on govern- 
ment securities. 

‘The Department of Finance said the BIR's 
plea would be up for discussion this month, 
but Finance Secretary Margarito Teves said 
that as of now, the DOF does not see any rea- 
son to cut the ВІЗ target. 


Angara pushes 
passage of 
biofuels bill 


By Abigail L. Ho 


SEN. EDGARDO ANGARA IS PUSHING FOR 
the immediate passage of the pending biofu- 
els bill saying that it would help the country 
achieve energy independence. 

In a speech before his colleagues in the 
Senate, he said the country's “over-depen- 
dence” on imported oil was not only boosting 
its foreign exchange requirements, but also 
exposing it to supply and price volatility. 

He noted that the country imported more 
than 94 percent of its annual oil require- 
ments, making it vulnerable to price spikes. 

‘Also, every $1 a barrel increase in international. 
ой prices resulted in $1.26 million in additional 
foreign exchange requirements for the country. 

Last year, he said the country consumed 
298.8 thousand barrels of oil a day, or 108.7 
million barrels of oil. 

Oil also accounted for 52.2 percent of total 
energy supply, followed by geothermal at 
21,1 percent, biomass at 16.8 percent and 
natural gas at 4 percent, he said. 

“But (coco methyl ester) and ethanol account- 
ed for only 0.6 percent, and other forms of renew; 
able energy like solar, wind and hydroelectric just 
0.2 percent. That shows that there is much poten- 
tial in renewable sources of energy” he said. 

He said the passage ofthe Biofuels Bill would 
pave the way for the increased use of CME for 
diesel and ethanol for gasoline as it would make 
the use of these alternative fuels mandatory. 

"Crop-based fuels offer the best option to lessen. 
or stop our dependence on oil. If we ensure biofu- 
ls proper and sufficient usage, storage and rans- 
port, we will no longer have to contend with the 
burden of coping with every oil price hike and its 
effect on every commodity” he added. 

Not only would the country benefit from 
less dependence on imported oil through the 
use of alternative fuels, but it would also help 
protect the environment. 

He said that unlike petroleum-based fuels, 
ethanol was cleaner as it emitted less carbon 
dioxide. 

“To attain self-sufficiency in the energy sec- 
tor, it is necessary to accelerate exploration, 
development and utilization of indigenous 
energy sources; intensify renewable energy 
development; and increase the use of alterna- 
tive fuels,” he said. 


Inflation... 


From page BI 
items, to 3.1 percent from 3.3 percent. 

"The increase in the prices of clothing and 
services, however, accelerated to 3.2 percent 
and 11.1 percent, respectively, in May from 3.1 
percent and 10.6 percent the previous month. 

Core inflation, which does not factor in the 
volatile prices of food and energy, slowed down 
106.1 percent in May from 6.3 percent in April 

"The slowdown in inflation was posted despite 
the recent implementation of the Reformed VAT 
Law , which expanded the coverage of the value- 
added tax last November and increased the tax 
rate to 12 percent from 10 in February. 

Arroyo said the appreciation of the peso 
was a major reason inflation was kept below 
expectations despite the impact of the VAT on 
consumer prices. 

Не noted that the peso stood at an average 
of 52.07 to a dollar in May, stronger than the 
54.34 in the same month last year. 

‘An appreciation of the local currency 
makes prices of imported goods cheaper, thus 
helping ease inflationary pressures. 
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The projects first phase involves the reha- 
bilitation of the South Rail nemwork covering 
Magallanes in Makati City to Legaspi, Albay. 
"This section is expected to be completed by 
2009. 

The second phase calls for the construction 
of the Sorsogon railroad extension, and will 
be completed by 2011. 

Chinese interest in South Rail peaked as 
the Philippine government sealed an econom- 
ic cooperation deal with the People’s Republic 
of China on Monday, vowing greater business 
ties between both countries. 
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Soy sauce companies urged 
to improve product quality 


By Christine A. Gaylican 


‘THE BUREAU OF AGRICULTURE AND FISH- 
eries Product Standards, an attached agency of 
the Department of Agriculture, has urged local 
soy sauce manufacturers to upgrade their facil- 
ities to make locally-manufactured soy sauce 
acceptable to the international market. 

“АП of our soy sauce manufacturers need to 
improve their facilities [зо that) their prod- 
ucts [will have а] longer shelf-life. This is the 
concern of importing countries like the Euro- 


‘The National Statistics Office- 
Family Income and Expenditures 
Survey (FIES) revealed that in 
1994, Filipino households spent 
P11 billion on sauces, salt, and oth- 


ег spices and seasoning, which 
went upto P16 billion in 1997. 
Households from NCR, Souther 
"Tagalog, and Central Luzon were the 
leading buyers of these condiments. 
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Layese in an interview. 2) Glass Etching” 
‘The European Commission's Food Stan- " 
dards Agency has banned the entry of Philip- 6 
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which could pose a health hazard. РЕР ss 
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Te accounts for the bulk of condiments ex- 
ported by the Philippines with a 37-39 per- 
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LB < 
BSP expected 
to keep policy 


rates unchanged 
Traders see 50 bps hike in H2 


By Doris C. Dumlao 


THE BANGKO SENTRAL NG 
Pilipinas yesterday said it could 
keep its overnight interest rates 
steady in the short term given the 
slowdown in the country’s annual 
inflation rate to 6.9 percent in 
May from 7.1 percent in April. 

The BSB which has kept its 
overnight rates unchanged for the 
eighth straight month during its 
monthly policy-rate setting last 
week, sees its current overnight 
rates still appropriate with the 
current economic environment. 

The May inflation rate released 
by the National Statistics Office 
yesterday was close to the low 
end of BSP's target range, BSP 
Gov. Amando Tetangco Jr. point- 
ed out. 

“Demand pressures are broad- 
ly muted. Supply shocks are still 
dominant and price pressures 
from these should not be long- 
lasting,” Tetangeo said. 

“This provides some basis for 
keeping the present policy stance 
at this time, while keeping an eye 
оп domestic liquidity and foreign 
interest rate movements,” 
Tetangco said. 


TETANGCO 


The BSP sees the inflation rate 
slowing down by the second 
semester. Из ovemight borrowing 
rate is at 7.5 percent while lending 
rateis at 9.75 percent. 

But traders said the BSP would 
likely raise its interest rates by 
about 50 basis points in the sec- 
ond semester to nudge up low- 
yielding Treasury bill rates. 

Will Oswald, JP Morgan's glob- 
al head of emerging markets 
quantitative strategy, said Asian 
central banks would still be af- 
fected by the US Federal Re- 
serve's future action. 


Shipping firm starts 
modernization program 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez liner of choice by enhancing ser- 
vice quality" he said. 

In line with this, Malig said 
LSC would spend P70 million for 
the acquisition of dry and live- 
stock containers. Of the amount, 
P50 million will be used to pur- 
chase 500 dry containers while 
P20 million will be used to buy 60 
livestock vans. 

Inthe first quarter, net revenue 
grew 11.54 percent to P324.6 
million. Volume as measured by 
ton equivalent units was lower by 
7 percent due to the softening of 
the market. 


LORENZO SHIPPING CORP IS 
embarking on a modernization 
program to boost revenue and 
help offset higher costs arising 
from fuel price increases. 

LSC president Romeo Malig told 
stockholders yesterday that fuel 
‘costs this year were expected to in- 
crease by 15 to 16 percent to P466 
million from P400 million last year 

The cargo liner industry, he 
said, was marked by volatile 
prices and tight competition. 

“LSC is set on being the cargo 


PNOC-EDC to drill new 
geothermal well in Leyte 


By Abigail L. Ho development assistance (Ода). 

He said the construction of an 
87-4dlometer transmission line that 
would deliver power from the Ca- 
balian area to Ormoc, also in Leyte 
was critical to the project. 

Also, he said а $400-million 
submarine cable would also have 
to be constructed to transport 
power from Cabalian to Northern 
Mindanao. 

National Transmission Corp. 
president and chief executive 
Alan Ortiz earlier said the state 
firm would be batting for a 2009. 
2010 implementation of the mul- 
timillion-dollar Leyte-Mindanao 
interconnection project. 

He said it would make sense 
for the government, through the 
Department of Energy, to revisit 
the project and possibly acceler- 
ate its implementation as it could 
help prevent a power crisis in ће 
Mindanao grid. 


PHILIPPINE NATIONAL ОП. CO- 
Energy Development Corp. (PNOC- 
EDC) plans to drill a new geother- 
mal well in Cabalian, Southern 
Leyte to determine whether the 
available steam in the area could 
support the generation of 100 
megawatts to 110 MW of power. 

Eduardo Mafialac, president 
and chief executive of PNOC-EDC 
parent firm PNOC, said the 
drilling would be done this year. 

Depending on the results of the 
drilling, he said the state firm 
would be able to determine the 
feasibility of developing the pro- 
ject, which could pave the way 
for a new power source for the 
power-hungry Mindanao grid. 

In terms of funding, he said 
PNOC-EDC had already talked to 
the Japan Bank for International 
Cooperation for possible official 


RP eyes $1-B bond float 


‘THE PHILIPPINE GOVERNMENT 
plans to tap the offshore capital 
market anew for a fresh global 
bond offering of about $1 billion 
this month, banking sources said 
yesterday. 

After a regional selldown on 
emerging markets that jacked up 
the yields on Republic of the 
Philippine bonds in previous 
weeks, the government invited 
over the weekend investment 
bankers to submit a new foreign 
bond float proposal, the sources 
said. 

The government did not indi 
cate the size or maturity of the 
planned offer, but banking 
sources said it would shoot for $1 
billion—representing its remain- 
ing foreign financing require- 
ment for this year. 

"The market is not as good as 
before, but it's good enough. Be- 
sides, you'll never know whether 
the future will be better or 


worse,” an investment banker 
who submitted a proposal said. 

The banker also said it would 
be better to join the offshore 
debt pipeline now because the 
global markets seasonally 
turned sluggish in July and Au- 
gust when most fund managers 
were usually out for summer va- 
cation. 

The much-awaited World Cup, 
the banker said, would also add 
to the market's distraction if the 
government were to wait longer. 

The Philippines had already 
filed with the US Securities and 
Exchange Commission an appli- 
cation for authority to raise as 
much as $3.5 billion in global 
bonds. 

The last time the government 
joined the high-yield debt 
pipeline was in January, raising 
$2.1 billion through a combina- 
tion of global bond and euro 
bond floats. Doris C. Dumlao 
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Country 


United States 
Japan 

Umed Kingdom 
Hong Kong 
Switzerland 
Canada 
Singapore 
Australia 
Bahrain 
Saudi Arabia. 
Brunel 
Indonesia 
Thailand 

UAE 

Euro 
‘ArgentinaPeso 
Brazii 
Denmark 
inda 
Malaysia 
Mexico 

‘Now Zealand 
Norway 
Pakistan 
South Africa. 
Korea 

Tawan 


Euro 
Equivalent 
orna 
0.006900 
1.450341 
0.099852 
0641584 
0699705 
0491009 
0582579 
2055106 
0206553 
0480458 
0.000084 
0.020318 
0210933 
1.000000 
0324992 
0343935 
0.134068 
0.016952 
0.213244 
0068399 
0.489860 
0128889 
0012888 
0117026 
0000822 
0.024180 


Dollar 
Equivalent 

1000000 
0.008906 
1372100 
0128889 
0828157 
0.903179 
0.633794 
0751993 
2.652731 
0266631 
0631792 
0000108 
0025228 
0272212 
1.290800 
171281 
0443051 
0173085 
0021882 
0.275255 
0.088289 
0532311 
0.166370 
0.016636 
0151057 
0001061 
0081211 


Equivalent 
52.6940 
04593 
98.6484 
67917 
43.6389 
Dr 
333071 
306255 
130.7830 
14.0499 
332816 
00057 
13820 
143471 
68.0174 


23,3938 
91190 
11831 

14.5043 
4.8523 

333190 
81667 
08765 
7.9598 
00558 
1.6446 


Durham 
Euro 
0251776 
REAL 
Kronor 
Rupee 
Ringgit 
Now Paso 
Dolar 
Kronor 
Rupee 
Rand 
Won 

Ni Dollar 


Shares close lower temo 


fresh losses on Wall Street 
sparked by hardline comments 
on the inflation risk from US Fed- 
eral Reserve Chair Ben Bernanke. 
‘The composite index ended 
14.61 points down to 2,289.80, 
after trading between 2,270.38 
and 2,304.41, Volume was 1.6 bil- 
lion shares worth P868.9 million 
The broader all-shares index 
ell 8.95 points to 1,434.28. 
Losers outnumbered gainers 61 
to 16, with 42 stocks unchanged, 
"The market is and will remain in 
а downward bias as we continue to 


be influenced by interest rate hike 
concems in the US," said Nestor 
Aguila of DA Market Securities. 
‘With no strong leads on the do- 
mestie front, the local bourse 
moved in line with other markets 
in the region, which all tracked 
Wall Streets sharp retreat. 
Inflation worries in the United. 
States due to higher oil prices and. 
signals that the US Federal Re- 
serve will continue to lift rates 
pulled down the Dow Jones in- 
dustrial average by nearly 200 
points on Monday. АЕР 
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GMA, here are your billions 


THE REVENUE-PRESSED MALA- жепазе 

cafiang is sitting оп a gold mine, 

if only Gloria Macapagal-Arroyo COcKTALES 

and her finance people just look 

right under their noses. , now available for: 

The 178-hectare Camp Aguinal- Víc/or C. 4 š е m 
doisrightthereforthetzking,znd Agrestin Internet Cafe * School Sites Centrino SS. 
the landowner, Ortigas and. Co., Duo 
which has allowed the military un- à 
limited usufructusesincetheCom- Drilon, BCDAs Abaya and Puno, = • Meatshop/Wet Market — *Laundrymat 
monwealth years, is finally willing and to Ortigas partner, HSBC.) т 
to let go and donate possibly half Р +12 min. from Alaban. ‘or inquiries, сай: 
orevena bigger part ofthe proper. UNpacified opponents © eee pee аы 9 | Joie 0920:9219306 
ty tothe government, provided Or- THE planholders’ fight with the , Lagi ‚ | Sus 0927-2702907 
gus gets back the remainder Yuchengeos’PacificPlans has акс Ж * Over 1.500 households! | Raymund - 0917-5517455 

In addition, Ortigas is propos- еп а definite political dimension - 
ing usufruct use of its 250-hectare that harks back to the Edsa I and 
property in the Tanay area for the Edsa I years. 

Logistics Command andothermil- The president of the protesting 
itary offices that may be displaced Pre-need planholders, Philip Pic. SECURITY MADE SIMPLE! 
‘out of Camp Aguinaldo. Чо, is a son of the Air Force chief | Secure your home and office with SIMPLE Door Access Solutions 

Ortigas chief operating officer Who had stayed loyal 19 Ferdi | standalone Access Control's a widely used access controler itis sutabla 
Rex Drilon И had already submit- mand Marcos until the ey: end. | де entrances and exts of office, factory, hotel, school, etc. All input / output 
tedaproposaltoMalacafangand Philip, infact, was married on the | are uang ant-ammung proiection and over-votagesareut protection 
met with BCDA president Narciso first day of Edsa 1, a Saturday 
Abaya, but somehow the Ortigas (Feb. 22, 1986, to history buffs), | | В а 
‘communication has been lost іп а the Villamor Air Base chapel, Fingerprint Proximity 
the bowels of the bureaucracy. with no less than Imelda Marcos К „ лн 

Even then, BCDA executive м Amel Forces chief Fabian А + © TravelMate 3022WTM| — . 
vice president Isaac Puno Ш Verassponsors. Order now or on [ Order now lor oniy SRP: 1166.66/mo. 3 
thinks that the Aguinaldocampis _ The entry of Erap friends Mark Php 29,000.00 Php 22,500.00 TOE A temor) 
ideal for commercial and mixed. Jimenez and opposition Iloilo | y process 500 fi inis. 

fngerpri 
used development, and can fol. Rep.RolexSuplicoagainsttaipan | p 2 seconds scanning time. > Manage up to 2000 ID cards. 
low the privatization model of Alfonso Yuchengco, a major con- | > Adjust image distortion, assure Р Entrance option by card or pin, 
Fort Bonifacio, whose Ramos-era tributor to the anti-Marcos and fingerprint matching consistency. Ceu Sa 
sale gave the Philippines its first- the anti-Erap forces, completes | > Includes Management Software > Master card, master pin code 


> Works well wit ‘moist or rough lock up. 
erer рле ше, busgersurplis,  eEdsall equation. ers wal иа ih „керен ей 


Assuming that only 100 vir tine modi Tender extencabio. 
hectares of the military facility Heard through > Price анне of larsin, > Contactless 125kHz reader 


could actually besold at aconser- the grapevine cates now at аср 
vative P30,000 a square me- JAPANESE engineering giant | 533-1562 | 533-3612 Prae baaa 
ter—empty lots at the adjoining- Daikin had tosend posthasteare- | 333,2989 | 5393-6040, 
Corinthian Gardens already go tired executive, according to 
for about P38,000 а sqm—Camp court records, to "advise" the 
Aguinaldo is easily worth P30 bil- young Japanese president it had 
lion. previously assigned to manage 
At 178 hectares, that figure ris- the Philippine venture, which un- 
es to P53.4 billion. fortunately is now under re- 
(Disclosure: If Cocktales seems  ceivership. 
крт de an WAREHOUSE SALE 


June 07 to June 14, 2006 


is because it was actually he, a — (Emaib  cocktales pdiQpldtd- 
former Camp Crame resident, sinet ог — cocktales pdiQya- 
who had broached the idea to һоосот) 


BIR exempts US 
Embassy from VAT 


ByMichelleV.Remo emption in behalf of Embassy property 1 REFRIGERATORS’ ‘And surf the web like you've never done before! 
the US Embassy. A zero rating not E LA SOHO. iet сега 
THE BUREAU OF IN- The BIR added фаг only exempts a tax- | { SAMPLE PRICE LISTS only M npud to ine е 
temal Revenue hasis- suppliers to the US payer from the pay- j : еси Sac те 
sued a circular ex- Embassywould be giv- ment of the VAT but al- еони КЭНЕ р 1660.5 Б 
empting the US Em- еп а zero VAT rating, so allows it to refund Pron Шаа wo жане, Осе e 18.390, 
баху from the pay- but stressed that the the input VAT tatit ( ; 
mentofthe 12-percent zero rating would be shoulders every time it : : 
value-added tax on its applied only to materi- buys raw materials or JCORDON COMMERCIAL CORPORATION О ге ti m e 
purchase of local als and services need- other inputs whose м. стена км 14, мегуйе Accoss Road, Merve, Paranaque City 1 А EE 
goodsand services. ed forthe construction prices already include Telephone Nos. (02) €21%605 ВАА У ы оба 

Under Revenue and renovation of US the 12-pereent VAT. ne То meet up with friends. 
Memorandum Circu- 
lar No. 31-2006, the 
BIR said purchases of 


ein == What clients say about Microtel! 
of the United States 
for the construction 


T 
кше ерү ‘Lovable people. 


“Microtel truly 
property would be Lovely place. 
‘exempted from VAT. 


E deserves the highest 
The BIR said the ex- It’s home away rating in guest 
emption was consis- „ э, 2 DP 
tent with the provi- from home. satisfaction." 
sions of the Omnibus 

Investment Code of Cynthia Fruel 
1987, which Md e Ма. Teresa Olgado 1 ; 
export sales shall be & : I wo 
exempted from VAT ENS i i 

The revenue agency LA 
said that since premis- 


es of the US Embassy “He’s so polite. 


are considered foreign 7 
Ver then diy ande Went the extra 


toit shall be reat d as mile to get a 


“Continue 
doing what 
exports. 


you are 
‘The Omnibus In- cab at 3am.” У ino.” 
vestment Cc "s erants S doing. 
various peris o ex: 
porters, — including 
VAT exemption, as ал 
incentive for their 
dollar contributions 
to the local economy. 


Чч * 
‘The granting ofthe @ Stay as you are 
exemption came after 
the US Embassy, situ- 
ated in Manila, made 
known its plans to un- 


Epie Ocampo 


derake several сот ВВЕ 
struction and renove Innse Suites 
tion projectssoon, airborne(access 
These initiatives З -— unieash yourself. 
include the Consular - 
Annex major rehabil- 
itation project, the £ 
Chancery rehabilita- pd = ү 
tion project and the 
new construction on "Oniy Meroe hasbeen ranked Highest in Guest Satisteaion Among Econamy/Budpa Hol Chains 
the Chancery Com- in North America" four years in а ros 
pound. [based on J.D. Power & Associates 2002-2006 North America Hotel Guest Satisfaction Studies) 
M сыы “Microtel Inns & Suites (Pinas), Inc. has been given the Special Developer Award in 2004 ` 
He Us н by US Franchso Systems, lnc. 


[sete 
agent, which will be For inquiries and reservations. please contact us at: Lil | i 
chosen by the US те (02) 810.9526 / 813 7523 Fax (02) 817 3942 Send INFO to (0917) 888 1800 

state department. Email infoGmcrotelphippines.com 

The construction ; npa : | 

agent will make the www.microtelphilippines.com / www.microtelinn.com 
purchases and avail и = сан КоА я j f er ug og 
self of the VAT ex- E Eytan use pel et m a 
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CONGRATULATIONS! - 


MATIMCO 8$ NOW ISO CERTIFIED !! 


TUV 


MATIMCO ISO 9001:2000 


INCORPORATED Certified 
: _ MAKERS OF 


fad WeatherWi oc 


келсс Tu ORES t SE 


"The First E Only ISO 9001:2000 Certified Wood Processing and 
Treatment pd A the Philippines ." 
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ases аз Soato Trading Company, Aro. 


Ee. 
3 3 T У MANDALUYONG F DOLPHIN 
LUMBER ГЛП, INC- 


@ TRIUMPH LUMBER & zm Seaboard-Eastern 
CONSTRUCTION CORPORATION Js RE eee 
WHOLESALER & RETAILER = TOROV. 
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No plan to take 
over Poro Point, 
says BCDA exec 


THE BASES CONVERSION DEVELOPMENT 
Authority seemed to have backed off a brew- 
ing controversy over an apparent plan to take 
over Poro Point seaport after Judge Robert 
Cawed of the Regional Trial Court Branch 29 
of San Fernando City, La Union slapped the 
agency and its subsidiary, Poro Point Manage- 
ment Corp., with a temporary restraining or- 
der. 

‘The TRO was issued in response to a com- 
plaint filed by Bulk Handlers Inc. (BHD 
against PPMC for passing a resolution declar- 
ing the contract BHI signed with BCDA in 
1999 null and void. BCDA was included in the 
complaint. 

BCDA president Narciso Abaya admitted in. 
a statement that “only the courts could de- 
clare such contracts null and void.” 

*] would like to assure our investors and 
businessmen that the BCDA does not have 
any intention of declaring the Poro Point con- 
tract null and void,” Abaya said. 

‘Abaya said he was reacting to reports that 
the Northern Luzon business community was 
in an uproar over the reported takeover move 
of the BCDA after the РРМС board passed а 
resolution declaring the BCDA-BHI contract 
null and void. 

PPMC is led by BCDA chair Filadelfo 
Singson-Rojas Jr. and Felix Singson-Racadio, 
president. The board also includes Emma 
Lim, Carmencita Itchon, Amparo Aspiras, 
‘Yves Nisce and Antonio Manguiat, son-in-law 
of La Union Congressman Manuel Ortega. 

“We have no power to nullify contracts," 
‘Abaya underscored. 

Earlier, the National Consumer Welfare Ad- 
vocates Inc. (NCWAI) warned Abaya and 
Singson-Rojas that the reported take-over 
move "would send wrong signals to the in- 
vestors in the region that the government 
does not believe in the sanctity of contracts.” 

NCWAI president Conrado delos Reyes said 
the local business community was aware that 
BHI had consistently remitted P50 million 
yearly to BCDA despite the latter's failure to 
deliver 80 hectares of the land in Poro Point to 
BHI as part of the 1999 agreement. 
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Marvin Plaza Bung 2153 Don Chino Races Avenue, Makau Cy Metro Manda Tel No: (02) 884 


La Union Branch G/F M Perata Building. Quezon Avenue, eva None, San Femando Cty La Union Tel Но: Ю7Л 242-4587 Fax o: 072) 242-0440 Pampanga Branch Phan Вар. McArthur Hwy Dolores, Sn Fermano БИ, 


By Abigail L. Ho. 


INDUSTRY LEADER PETRON CORP WILL 
look into the feasibility of either putting up. 
a second oil refinery in Mindanao or ex- 
panding its existing refinery in Bataan. 

Petron president and chief executive 
Khalid ALFaddagh said President Maca- 
pagal-Arroyo, during her visit to Saudi 
‘Aramco a few weeks ago, asked Petron to 
study the possibility of building a second 
refinery in Mindanao. 

Saudi Aramco holds a 40-percent 
stake in Petron 

“Of course, it has to make economic 
sense. Thats really what we have 
agreed on, for Petron to do a feasibility 


PHILIPPINE DAILY INQUIRER: 


: | BUSINESS 
Petron studying feasibility of second refinery : 


New plant in Mindanao or 
expansion of facility in Bataan 


study," he said. 

He said the ой firm had already done a 
similar feasibility study in the past, but 
under “different economic conditions.” 

“We're now revisiting that study to de- 
termine whether that (refinery) will be 
built in Mindanao or in Bataan,” he said. 

‘Should the feasibility study show that 
it would not make economic sense for 
Petron to put up a refinery in Mindanao, 
he said the oil firm was committed to ex- 
plore an alternative development project 


forthe area, possibly an ethanol plant. 

He said this would help spur the 
growth of the sugarcane industry as well 
as the use of biofuels in the country. 

“But we need to be assured that we 
have a very strong (sugarcane) supply 
base in the Philippines. That's what we 
have been saying all along. We want to 
see a very strong ethanol industry that 
would make the most economic sense, 
and we believe in having such an indus- 
try in Mindanao,” he said. 


He said the feasibility study should 
take between two and three months to 
complete. 

Petron has committed to eventually 
blend ethanol with its gasoline products 
through a memorandum of understanding 
with San Carlos Bio-Energy Inc, a joint 
venture between the National Develop- 
ment Corp. and Bronzeoak Philippines that 
will produce some 100,000 liters of bio- 
ethanol a day in its distillery plant by 2007. 

Fellow refiner Pilipinas Shell 
Petroleum Corp. started selling 
ethanol-blended gasoline last month, 
while Seaoil Petroleum Corp. started 
doing so as early as August last year. 

Both oil firms rely on ethanol imports. 
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Local firm to assemble 
cheaper light trucks 


TO MAKE AVAILABLE MORE AF- 
fordable commercial vehicles for 
small businesses, Eastar Auto- 
motive Marketing Corp. will 
start the assembly and distribu- 
tion of its second series of light 
trucks in the country—the Foton 
Gordox line. 

Eamco imports for local assem- 
bly one- to four-tonner Foton 
Gordox mini trucks in CKD (com- 
pletely knocked down) forms 
from Beigi Motor Corp. in China. 
‘The company will make available 
in the local market the Foton Gor- 
dox in four variants: Cab-chassis 
only or with aluminum body, FB 
body type, jeepney type and drop 
side. 

Eamco introduced in the local 
market in September last year the 
Yuejin Landox light trucks, 
bought in CKD form for local as- 
sembly from Yuejin Motor Corp. 
a subsidiary of Nanjing Automo- 
bile Group Corp. also of China. 

Eathco marketing manager Ri- 
co San Agustin said the Foton 
Gordox vehicles were designed 
for small businesses that could 
not afford commercial vehicles 
that were currently available in 
the local market. He said all ofits 


variants were affordable with the 
mini truck cab-chassis to be sold 
for only P350,000. Foton Gordox 
vehicles are covered by a warran- 
ty for one year or for the first 
30,000 kilometers. 

The vehicles are assembled lo. 
cally under the strict quality con- 
trol by Star Motors Manufactur- 
ingInc. 

The Forton Gordox vehicles 
were launched during the four- 
day China Machinery and Elec- 
tronic Products Exhibit at the 
World Trade Center which started 
yesterday. 

Еатсоз Chinese partners— 
Nanjing Automobile Group and 
Веки Foton Motors—are among 
the leading light trucks manufac- 
turers in China. Beiqi Foton is list- 
ed on the Shanghai Stock Ex- 
change. 

“The availability of brand new 
but affordable light trucks is very 
good news to our Filipino en- 
trepreneurs who have been 
forced to buy second-hand sur- 
plus units from Subic and Cebu as 
they could not affort the more ex- 
pensive locally assembled 
Japanese light trucks,” the com- 
pany said in a statement. 


Please 


Makan, 


wi be held on Thursday. ТЫ day of June 2006, 11.00 a.m al The Mezzanine Function Room of Dusit 
Hotel Niko, Ayala Cenire, 1223 Makati City, Philippines, for the following purposes: 


The Board of Directors hes fixed the close of business on the 3 day of Apri 2006, as the record date 
dor the determinaton of slockholders enti to посе of and to vole at the Annual Stockholders 
+ Моето а 


Very truly yours, 


= 


ANTONIO А. PICAZO 
Corporate Secretary 


METRO 
PACIFIC 


thinking ahead 
NOTICE OF ANNUAL MEETING OF STOCKHOLDERS 


bbe advised that the Annus! Meeting of the stockholders of METRO PACIFIC CORPORATION 


то consider ond approve the Presidents Report and the Annual Report for the year 2005. 


To consider and adopt the Audited Financial Statements for the year ended 31" December 
2005 contained inthe Annual Report. 


To ratify әй acts of the board of Drectors and Management for the year 2005. 
то approve the Minutes of tho Meeting held on the 12° day of August 2005. 
To elect the Directors of the Company for the ensuing year. 

To appoint the extemal auditor of the Company for the year 2006. 


To approve: () the decrease in the authorized capital stock of the Company from Thirty Bilion 
Posse (PhP30,000,000,000] to One Binon Five Hundred Milon Pesos (PhP1,500.000.000) 
ved into 1450000000 common shares, 49,875,000 Series "T" preferred shares end 
$25,000 Senes 2° preferred shares, ail wih par value of One Peso (PhP 00) per share. (i) 
the resulting decrease m the outstanding capial stock of the Company from 19,053,473,187 
common shares and 2,500,000 Seres "27 preferred shares to 952,673,658 common shares 
Sha 125,000 Senes -2 preferred shares, and (н) the corresponding amendment to Article 
Seventh ofthe Amended Arbcies of incorporation of the Company, 


To wensact such other business as may properly come before the meeting and at any 
adjournment thereat 


Сау 
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Top industry experts poised | 
for Graphic Expo seminars 


THE COUNTRY'S LEADING EXPERTS 
in digital imaging, animation, web 
publishing, and state-of-the-art print- 
ing are now set and ready to share 
their knowledge and expertise at a 
seminar series that will be held dur- 
ing the staging of the prestigious 
Graphic Expo 2006 at the Philippine 
‘Trade Training Center from June 14 
t017. 

Out to bare their trade secrets are 
16 IT gurus who have played promi- 
nent roles in steering the digital 
graphics industry to its current status 
and are now gearing up the country’s 
academe, entrepreneurial and corpo- 
rate sectors for the future. 

‘They are led by Adobe certified ex- 
pers Jun Miranda and Mario 
Ramirez, graphic designer Ige 
Ramos, multimedia professor Ronnie 
Millevo, and Epson Stylus Pro pho- 
tographer Domique James, among 
others. 

President and creative director of 
digital imaging studio and service bu- 
reau PixelMagic, Miranda is the coun- 
пуз first Adobe certified expert and in- 
structor in Photoshop CS, CompTIA 
certified technical trainer and Kodak 
authorized trainer. He led the country’s 
digital artists and photographers as 
founding president of IdN Club Philip- 
pines and Club de Camera Digital, past 
president of the Camera Club of the 


Philippines, and is now the president 
and creative director of the Philippine 
Center for Creative Imaging. 

Likewise an expert in Photoshop 
CS, Ramirez has taught students from 
the United States, Germany and Den- 
mark and staffs of various companies, 
including newspaper and banking in- 
stitutions. Не also teaches 20/30 and 
advanced AutoCAD to professionals. 

Ramos, an instructor, is an award- 
winning publication design expert in 
the Philippines and abroad who holds 
the distinction of being one of five Fil- 
ipino graphic designers featured in 
Southeast Asia's Graphic Designers. 

Millevo is a professional multime- 
dia lecturer and professor at the Dela 
Salle University's College of St. Be- 
milde and St. Scholastica’s College 
Manila. A fine arts practitioner, he al- 
so teaches computer graphic courses 
such as Adobe Photoshop, Premiere, 
Image Ready, Macromedia Flash, Di- 
rector, and Dreamweaver, and con- 
ducts lectures on digital imaging, 
web and desktop publishing, audio- 
video editing, 2D animation and CD 
ROM interactive authoring for corpo- 
rate functions. 

‘The seminar series for this 11th 
edition of Graphic Expo covers 31 
specialized topics on digital imaging 
applications. Graphic Expo is the 
country's premier trade show in these 


fields, all based on a unique concept 
of digital workflow and process com- 
plementation involving various 
stages of production. 

Invited to join the seminars are 
professional and amateur graphic 
and digital designers, web masters, 
photographers, digital artists, anima- 
tion and design studios, production 
houses, schools, training institutions, 
animators, multimedia specialists, 
corporate executives, students, hob- 
byists, and enthusiasts, among oth- 
ers. 

Highlighting the seminar series 
during its four-day run will bea grand 
exhibit of this year's latest state-of- 
the-art products, equipment, facil 
ties, tools and services in desktop and 
web publishing, digital imaging and 
photography, pre-press and print pro- 
duction, large format printing, and 
multimedia and animation. 

Drawing thousands of visitors an- 
nually, Graphic Expo is supported by 
Epson, Hewlett Packard, Canon, eArt 
Philippines, IdN Club Philippines, 
Zone V Camera Club, Philippine Cen- 
ter for Creative Imaging, Outdoor Ad- 
vertising Association of the Philip. 
pines, and Animation Council of the 
Philippines, and sponsored by, IT Up- 
date, Computerworld, Softrigger In- 
teractive, Digital Fox, GA Printing Inc, 
and Web Philippines. 


ТА 15-TOPIC SERIES OF LECTURES 
on the different how tos of Investing 
‘in Real Estate will be conducted by 
‘Urban Institute of Real Estate at 
11:30 to 6 p.m. every Monday, 
: Wednesday and Friday, June 26 to 
July 28 at the Maximo Function 
Room, second floor, Max's Restau- 
“тапи, Glorietta 2, Ayala Center, 
акаш City. Invited to attend these 
‘seminars are real estate investors, 
+ developers, professionals and prop- 
erty owners 
1 Prospective investors, develop- 
“ers, landowners and realty profes- 
Ë sionals who will participate in this 
series of lectures will gain sufficient 
insights and confidence to finally 
launch proposed real estate invest- 
* ments. They will learn the ABCs of 
real estaté investing and avoid cost- 
ly mistakes usually suffered by inex- 
perienced investors, thus guiding 
them to a pleasant and successful 
real estate business. Numerous is- 
sues concerning prospective real es- 
tate investors, financiers and devel- 
"opers; owners and realty profes- 


.Real estate investing: How-to lectures 


sionals would be discussed. 

The topics, which may be attend- 
ed separately and are all stand 
alone are as follows: June 26-In- 
vesting in Real Estate: Opportuni- 
ties, Techniques and What are 
Needed to Learn before Investing; 
June 28-Legal Aspect of Sale, Mort- 
‘gage and Lease with Contract Docu- 
mentation and Registration; June 
30-Management of Rental Proper- 
ties: How to Maximize Income of 
Rental Properties; July 3-Joint Ven- 
tures and Syndications for Real Es- 
tate Projects; July 5-Taxation As- 
pects of Real Estate Transactions & 
Real Property Assessment; July 7- 
How to Start and Manage A Suc- 
cessful Real Estate Brokerage Com- 
pany; July 10-Making Big Money in 
Distressed Properties. July 12-How 
tos of Real Property Appraisal; July 
14-Property Development Princi- 
ples and updates on HLURB Rules 
And Regulations; July 17-How tos 
of Installment Sales and Lease-to- 
Own Scheme; July 19-Real Estate 
Finance and Investment Analysis; 


July 21-Mathematics of Real Estate 
Investment; 

July 24-Real Estate Accounting: 
Avoiding Violations and Penalties; 
July 26-How to Prevent and Reme- 
dy Foreclosure; July 28-Buying and 
Financing Your First Home: What 
‘You Must Know. 

This Lecture Series is accredited 
by DTI for CEP compliance and will 
have as lecturer lawyer Dennis Tabli- 
то, noted resource speaker on land 
Jaws; and engineer Enrico Cruz, who 
has more than 35 years in realestate, 
engineering, construction, manage 
‘ment and education. Cruz is also a li- 
censed real estate consultant and 1st 
and 8th placer in the real estate ap- 
praisers and broker's board exami- 
nations respectively, and was invest- 
ей as а "Real Estate Fellow" by the 
Philippine Council of Real Estate Ed- 
ucators. 

For other details or advance reg- 
istration, Urban Institute may be 
reached at 681.0928 or at 0916- 
4269174, or by email ur 
banetpacific.net.ph. 
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FIL-NEGOSYO EXPO SPONSORS FREE SEMINARS FOR THE PUBLIC 


FilkNegosyo 2006, featuring Filipino entrepreneurs showcasing 
their products and services, will beheld from June 23 to July 2 
atthe Megatrade Hall 2, SM Megamall. Highlights of the expo 
are free seminars and trainings from different organizations, 
Government agencies and companies, product presentations 
and giveaways, encounters with business experts, product. 
samplings and many more. Shown during the signing of the 
‘memorandum of agreement on the free seminars are (from left, 
standing): Orlando Ballesteros, operations head, Ex-Link Corp; 
Zeny Cabarido, administration and finance manager, Insol De- 
velopment Foundation Inc; Buneeh Pagdanganan, managing 
consultant, Convergent Consulting; Mitch Ballesteros, project. 


director, Ex-Link Corp: Shiela Bermudez, Convergent Consult- 
ing; Joan De Ocampo, project officer, Ex-Link Corp; Joann Vir 
ба, exhibit officer, Megatrade Hall; Ariel Pagdanganan, market- 
ing manager, Convergent Consulting; (seated, from left): 
Stephanie Escareal, managing consultant, Convergent Consult- 
ing: Betina Conception, representative, TLRC; Lourdes Rivera, 
Philippine Meat Processing Guru, VP, Spices and Food Mix Ulti- 
та Entrepinoy; Beth Garbo, exhibit manager, Megatrade Hall; 
Cindy Sajwanl, EVP, Businessmaker Academy Inc; Angle 
ante, Marketing Logistics, Insol Development Foundation 

Inc. For details, call Ex-Link Corp at 643-3887, 640-1280, 641- 
2814, 0920-9242532, or e-mail ex_link2001@yahoo.com. 


Thunderbird sponsors 2006 World 


Slasher Сир! 

THE 2006 WORLD SLASHER CUP INVITATIONAL 8-COCK 
Derby has once again tapped Thunderbird Power Feeds as 
sponsor of the Araneta Coiseum-slated event on June 13, 15 
and 17 hosted by the Pintakast of Champions. Regarded as 
the "Olympics of Cocktightng?, the World Slasher Cup, 
which is now on Its 43rd year, is highly revered by Filipino 
cockfighters for its contribution to the wide acceptance and 
immense popularity of gamefowl breeding and competition 
in the Philippines today. Those set to join are advised to make 
their cockhouse reservations early by calling Boy San Pedro 
at 911-3101 local 8352/8361 or at 911-2928. Expected to 
grace the event is а line-up of top American rooster-raisers 
from Texas, Tennessee, Louisiana, Oklahoma, California and 


Alabama. The home team willbe led by four-time WSC cham- 
pion Dicky Lim of the Winslet fame, together with 2006 WSC 
| co-titists Philip Chiongbian and the Ferdie Patam-Joel Fer- 

nando tandem. 


Century Tuna cooking class 
SOUTHEAST ASIA 1S EVERY FOOD ENTHUSIAST'S PAR- 
айе. Century Tuna Ifesyle cooking class lets you experience 
the exotic flavors of Southeast Asia as guest chef instructor. 
Sam de Leoz shares the tricks to tasty dishes that is distinctly 
from the region. Class willbe on June 8 from 1 to 4 p.m. Just 
bring P200 and two Century Tuna red label products. The Cen- 
tury Tuna Culinary Club is at Unit 107 Ortigas Bazaar Building, 
Oriigas Town Center, Doña Julia Vargas Avenue, Pasig City. To 
reserve slots, сай 637-1033 and 697-1044, text 0806- 
2329857. 
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SECURITY BANK CORP WINS GOLD QUILL AWARD OF MERIT 


The International Association of Business Commu- 
nicators (АВС) conferred the Gold Quill Award of 
Merit to Security Bank Corp (SBC) for its 2004 An- 
nual Report. The theme ‘Our Customer. Our Fo- 
cus.” emphasizes Security Banks commitment to 
place the customer first at ай times. As one of the 
‘country’s most stable universal banks, it also rein- 
forces the banks continuing efforts to respond to 
its customer's varied banking needs by customiz- 
ing innovative bank products of distinctive quality 
that provide uncomplicated and effective business 
solutions. The Gold Quill is recognized as the 
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benchmark for the highest level of achievement in 
‘communication in the country, designed to honor 
technical expertise, strategic thinking, creativity, 
innovation and measured results. Shown (from. 
left) are IABC chair Warren Bickford and IABC di- 
rector Ronnie Tapia-Merck with Security Bank äs- 
sistant vice president and corporate communica- 
tions head Rica Baello-Pefialosa with Cario M. Bor- 
romeo. first vice president and chief financial offi 
cer, Manny T. Narciso, first vice president for cor- 
porate transaction banking division, and IABC di- 
rector Elpi Cuna during the awarding ceremonies, 
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UNILAB'S CONTINUING SUPPORT TO DOCTORS CITED 


United Laboratories Inc (Unilab), the country's 
leading pharmaceutical company, has been cited 
by the Philippine Medical Association (PMA) for 
its outstanding partnership with the PMA in ad- 
vancing the medical profession in the country. 
More than recognition, the award affirms Unilab's 
time-honored commitment to actively support 
doctors and healthcare professionals through 
continuing medical education and major pro- 
grams aimed at improving access to quality 


F AND H RECOGNIZED ANEW 

F and Hifolded & hung, a Filipino-owned compa- 
ny that takes pride in its Filipino-designed and 
manufactured clothes that have become a trend- 
setter in the retail industry, was again recognized 
for its continuous effort to uplift the retail indus- 
try and contribute to the growth of the country's 
economy. Fresh from being honored in December 
2005 with the Hall of Fame Award for Outstanding 
Filipino Retailer by The Philippine Retailers Asso- 
ciation and the Department of Trade and Industry, 
F and Hitolded&hung rides high again in 2006 as 
its efforts in the franchising operations were rec- 
ognized by the Philippine Franchise Association, 
a member of the World Franchise Council and the 
Department of Trade and industry by bestowing 
the company the 2005 Franchise Excellence 
‘Award for Most Promising Filipino Franchise of 
the Year-Retail Category in ceremonies held 
March 20 at the Crowne Plaza Hotel in Ortigas 
Pasig. F and H president Ronald Pineda accepted 
the award from the prestigious association and 
expressed gratitude to ай his employees and 
franchisees for making this accomplishment pos- 
sible, The company now has 21 company-owned 


healthcare of millions of Filipinos. Unilab chair. 
Jocelyn Campos Hess (2nd from lett) received 
the award for Unilab during the PMA's 99th Annu- 
al Convention May 20 at the Manila Hotel. Shown 
are (from left) incoming PMA president Dr. Jose 
Asa Sabili, outgoing PMA president Dr. Modesto 
0. Llamas, awards committee chair Dr. Nenita C. 
Lee Tan, Unilab AVP for professional relations 
Francisco M. Morales, and PMA secretary general 
Dr. Rey Melchor F. Santos. 


and four franchise-owned stores (two in Cebu 
and two in Davao). This second quarter of the. 
year. five more stores will open (at SM Clark, SM 
‘Mall of Asia and SM Southmall and franchise- 
owned SM Davao and Limketkai Mall in Cagayan 
De Oro). Shown are F&H general manager Ferdie 
Joson and F&H president Ronald Pineda 


Quantum Suites at Malayan Plaza 


NESTLED RIGHT IN THE HEART OF THE OR- 
tigas Business District is the newest and trendi- 
est hotel in this part of the metropolis, the 
Malayan Plaza. Located at ADB Avenue corner 
Opal Road, the imposing Malayan Plaza, which 
is managed by Quantum Hotels & Resorts Inc, is 
the newest serviced residential suites catering 
to guests traveling for business and pleasure. 
Conveniently within walking distance to lead- 
ing shopping malls, dining and entertainment 
‘centers as well as top business addresses, check- 
ing-in guests will surely appreciate homey, spa- 
cious, and tastefully furnished rooms which 
convey modern day lifestyle 
living with functionality and 
comfort. 1 
‘The Malayan Plaza's facil- 
ities and amenities include. 
fully fumished suites with 
living, dining, kitchen and 
bedroom areas, airy veranda. 
with a breathtaking view of 
the Ortigas skyline for select 
suites, 29-inch flat screen 
color TV with DVD player 
and cable programming, 
NDD/IDD telephone sys. 
tem, individually-controlled 
air-conditioning, а full 
kitchen equipped with state- 
of-the-art cooking and din- 
ing facilities, in-room video 
intercom, complimentary 


bottled mineral water, four passenger elevators 
and one service elevator, а 10-level parking 
area, in-room broadband Internet access, heli- 
pad, lap swimming pool and kiddie pool, open- 
air Jacuzzi, gym, gameroom, children’s play- 
ground and playroom, mini-park and jogging 
path, 24-hour security and other top amenities 
опе would expect in a deluxe hotel at a value 

Tor-money rate 
то kick off its soft-opening, the Malayan 
Plaza offers special discounted rates for the fol 
lowing rooms: P2,888 net for a studio room 
and P3,888 net for a 1-bedroom suite. 2-bed- 
тоот and 3-bedroom suites 


ез О will be made available with- 


in the year. Room rates are 
inclusive of complimentary 
buffet breakfast for two, wel- 
come fruit planer, in-room 
coffee and tea-making facili- 
ties, complimentary bottled 
mineral water replenished 
daily, daily supply of news- 
paper and free access to the 
fitness center, swimming 
pool, Jacuzzi, playroom, jog- 
ging path and garden deck. 
Special soft-opening promo 
tates are valid from now un- 
til Aug 15. For inquires and 
reservations call 706-0055, 
ог log on to wwwquantum- 
suites.com, 
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Кел REPUBLIC OF THE PINLIPPINES 
ur OFFICE OF THE OMBUDSMAN 
b 


 Agham Rond, Diliman, Quezon Cty. 


BULLETIN OF VACANT POSITIONS 


(n compliance with LA. 7041) 
А. GENERAL INVESTIGATION BUREAU - 


X CLERK IN -866 

hem Nos. OMBA-CK3-12-2004; OMBA-CK3-13-2004; OMBA-CK3-14:2004; (1 

Positions) 

education; Completion of two усма studies in college: Pxperence: None required 
едигой; Eligibility: Career Service Subprofesional/First Level 


61998 (1 Position) 
sention: Completion оГ wo years studies in college; Experience: 1 yonr or relevant 
ence: Training! 4 hous of relevant training: Eligibility: Career Service 
SabprofessonalPirt Level Eligii. 
‘Apoicamts should sunt within ten (10) calendar days fom the date ofthis plication to 
‘Ae Human Resource Management Division at the above addres, the following requirement 
‘A ete stating the position applied for 
Duly accomplished Personal Data Sheet (CSC Form 2125: 
tat” ише (eolored 
Ташов Rating or CSC Certificate of Eig 
“Transenpt of Records 
Scots of Seminar! Training atended: 
‘Service Records or Cerfcnten rom previous/present employers stating the 
position assumed and corresponding actual duties and responsibilities (T 
pr 
Performance Appraisal Reports for be ls two rating periods (for current 
goverment employees only 
стен duly signed by the applicants as о any relatives) within the fourth 
degree of consanguinity or аййпшу. curently employed wih the Office of he 
Ombudsman 
“Where photocopies are filed, the documents munt be ered as irur copies by the proper 
инод or he applicant vany preset the originala to he Human Resource Management 
‘test for сошаплоп wath the photocopies 
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Very Luxurious Condos! 
Across Bunham Park 
Kisad Road 
Studo, Те 28 units 
Ownership starts at 
P13,000/mo 
0920-6014088 
915-0055 
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Supreme Court of the Philippines 
‘Judicial and War Council 
Manila 


ANNOUNCEMENT 


“The Judicial and Bar Council announces the opening of the position. 
of OVERALL DEPUTY OMBUDSMAN vacated by Hon. Margarito P. 
Gervacio Jr. 

Applicants/recommendees must (1) be a natural-bom clizen of the 
Philippines; (2) be at least 40 years oid at the time of his appointment; 
(3) be of recognized probity and independence; (4) be a member of the 
Philippine Bar: (5) not have been a candidate for any elective office in 
the immediately preceding election; and (6) have been for len years or 
‘more a judge or engaged in the practico of law in the Philippines. 

Applicants must submit the following: 

Application Letter/Recommendation letter 

‘with conforme of the recommendee 

Personal Data Sheet (JBC Form | down-loadabie 

from the JBC Website httpslfbe-supremecourt.gov.ph) 

Picture (2x2) 

Certificate of Good Standing of latest. 

Official Receipt from the IBP National Treasurer 

ITR for 2 preceding years 

NBI Clearance. 

Transcript of Records 6 copies 

Police Clearance from Place of Residence 6 copies 


Aoptcatonsireconmendations must be submited NOT LATER THAN 


6 copies 


Scopes 
4 copies 


6 coples 
6 copies 
6 copies 


The JBC also announces that the following are applicants for difier- 
ent vacant judgeship positions: 

REGIONAL TRIAL COURT (RTC): (REGION iV) - NASUGBU, 
BATANGS: (Br. 14) PILAPIL. Joannes Vinarao (REGION V) — 
CATAINGAN, MASBATE: ACAIN, Carios l: CASTILLO. Eva Almario; 
LIM, Manuel C. (REGION VII) — LAPU-LAPU CITY, CEBU: (8r. 27) 
MARIGOMEN, Douglas Arturo С. 

METROPOLITAN TRIAL COURT (METC): (NCJR)— MANILA; (Ers. 
8,10.12.192328 & 30) MANUEL. Martina Milan; PACULDO, Lorenza 
Bordios PASIG CITY: (Br.71) PACULDO. Lorenza Bordios. 

MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT IN CITIES (MTCC): (REGION I) - 
TUGUEGARAO CITY, CAGAYAN: (8:4) ОЛМАС, Norman С. (REGION 
ty SAN FERNANDO, PAMPANGA: (814) TUAZON, Mara Zoraca 

'abal 

MUNICIPAL TRIAL COURT (MTC): (REGION II) - PERABLANCA, 
CAGAYAN; AGLAUA, Racquel Reyes; BARCENA, Andrew U.: CABRIDO, 
Renato T.; CAMPOS, Salvador B: CARAG, Jesusa Liquigan; CASTILLO, 
Edmar Sr Р. DARAN, Alexander P; GANAC, Norman С: ISRAEL, Майа 
Grace Deray: OLERIÁNA, Olga Lopez: ОННО, Edgar 5: REYES, Isidro 
S. (REGION ir) - NAMPICUAN, NUEVA ECIJA: BAUTISTA, Leo Cecilio 
D.; SADURAL, Erick А; SANDOVAL, Honald P. 

MUNICIPAL CIRCUIT TRIAL COURT (MCTC): (REGION IV) - 
PAETE-PAKIL-PANGIL, LAGUNA: BAUTISTA, Josephine Gonzales. 
CASINO. Mitushealla Manzanero: ORTIZ. Maria Roma Flor Acosta 
MANSALAY-BULALACAO, MINDORO ORIENTAL: DELOS REYES. 
Manuel S.; FAMILARA, Marano II S: REYES, Edralin C. (REGION V)— 
RAGAY-DEL GALLEGO, CAMARINES SUR: AGANAN, Jorge John S: 
CO. Sarina Rosa Gonzales BATO-SAN MIGUEL, CATANDUANES: 
MENDOZA, Luisto Z.; QUINTANA, Renato C.: TANON, ганла Velasco 
(REGION Vil) — MAC ARTHUR-MAYORGA, LEYTE: ОСТА, Chona 
Apostol SAN JUAN-ST. BERNARD. SOUTHERN LEYTE: CUATON. 
Wenllredo C.: DAGALA. Exequil L: TAYAPAD, Hector Jr. G. (REGION 
Xil) - MOLUNDO-LUMBA-BAYABAO-MAGUING, LANAO DEL SUR: 
ABINAL, Ottowa В.; DISALO, Gamor B.; MAMUTUK, Араш Azis M. 

The public may submit any sworn complaint, written report. or opposi- 
tion against any of the aforesaid applicants not later than 16 JUNE 2006, 

Applicationsirecommendations or sworn complainVepposition must 
be addressed to: 

‘Secretariat, Judicial and Bar Council 
‘Second Fioor, Centennial Bulding 

‘Supreme Cour, Padre-Faura, Малда 
Tol. No. 552-0512 Fax No. 552-9598 

ов june 2006 
(84) MA. LUISA D. VILLARAMA 
Сеш of Court & 
Ex Officio Secretary 


1°" postgrad course in medical jurisprudence set June 8-9 


‘THE UNIVERSITY OF SANTO TOMAS, FACULTY 
of Medicine and Surgery - Office of the Dean 
and the Office of Continuing Medical Education. 
(CME) in collaboration with the Philippine Col- 
lege of Medical Researcher's Foundation and the 
3% Technical Service Battalion (Reserve) will 
conduct a two-day Post Graduate Course in 
Medical Jurisprudence and Forensic Medicine 
with the theme: “The Essentials of Legal Medi- 
cine,” on June 8 & 9 at the Continuing Medical 
Education Auditorium, St. Martin de Porres 
(Medicine) Building of the University of Santo 
Tomas. 

‘According to Dean Rolando A. Lopez, the hon- 


PSE Units, 13 PP: 


forensic medicine. 


огагу chair, this postgraduate course is granted 
65 PMA-CME Units, 20 PCP-CME Units, 13 PCS- 

ME Units, and 11.5 PAFP 
CME Units. The Department of Health Circular. 
2006-0147 grants government physicians to at- 
tend on official time. The Department of Interior 
and Local Governments also allows Municipal 
Health Officers and government physicians to 
attend on official time. Dr. Peter Ng, the Course 
Director, said this is a very important postgradu- 
ate course for physicians because there are two 
aspects of the course: the basic review of medi- 
cal jurisprudence and the basic review of 


Dr. Christopher Spevak, a doctor-lawyer and 
the president of the DC Medical Society is the 
Keynote Speaker. The Postgraduate Faculty in 
cludes doctor-lawyers - Dr. Bu С. Castro, Dr. 
Antonio D. Rebosa. Dr. Elena R. Enriquez, Dr. 
Peter P. Ng; bioethics expert - Rev. Fr. Jerry 
Manlangit; high government officials - USEC 
Jade del Mundo and Asec David J. Lozada Jr.; 
‘Judge Philip A. Aguinaldo; and government 
policy makers - Dr. Rosalie P. Paje and Ms. 
Florinda G. Tuvillo. For details, please contract 
Dr. Peter Ng,0916-4530226, or Malou Adriano, 
786-1611, — loc. 8376. Email: 
pemrfoundation@yahoo.com. 


OBITUARIES | 


An obituary 
with a picture 
can be a 
fitting tribute 


blessed. 


A MESSAGE OF THANKS 
WE, the family of the late 


FRANCIS CUARESMA CORRAL 


express our heartfelt gratitude lo our golden relatives 
and friends whose solidarity, love and sympathy truly 
make them part of dur household. You have not changed. 
with the weather and the wind, and have stood with us 
in our sorrow. We are the stronger for iL. We are truly 


"You have fought the good fight. 


M 
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National Transmission Corporation 


INVITATION TO APPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Supply and Dollvary of Engineering Laboratory 
EquipmenvApparatus 
[Roforonco No.: PB060322-EL0037) 
The Neioral Transmission Coporaton, Head Ойсо Region (TRANSCO-HO) tough 
tho CYZ000 Coporate Budge, approved by tho TRANSEO Boara. land lo apply бо. 
Son ho 0 saa I pA ee or Ba Contrat АЗОТЫ 
payments under tha contact г the Supply and Dolvary of Engineering Laborator 
Equipment Apparatus Bis roce п оксоз clo АВС ала be лота cb recog 
Sedes 
Tho TRANSCO-HO now inis Bids irom alle Bidders or Laboratory Eauimant 
Apparatus Dalvaryoi ha GOODS в reaurod win типу (30) candar days fom recap 
approved Purchase Order. ho dosipton ol an etie Вог сопот Secton 
T ol iha Бодо Documents, ТВ. 
idi wil bo conduct through opon compalive bidding procedures using non 
acelerar passat стапа n spoeiind т Y implomonting Flos and Авиола 
fart A (RFA) of Republic Ac 9182 (R A 9184), onarma indem as Ino Govoemmant 
Procurement Maton Aci. and le rested но Flipino chiongrolo орноор, 
одатда wi al leas sty porcont (0%) eres or oustanding capi sock 
Болуп to citzons othe Phutppinas, and to cons or organizations St a county o 
‘Seer egetar o wc grant mir nights or prvioge [o Fino tons. pursuant 
to Republe Act 5183 (RA S163) and subiect 1o Conmonweath Aci 138 (CA. 130). 
‘Gay Bie trom Вол who poss ino obit check wil bo opened. The procos for 
fhe organy crae в desorbed m Sectional he Bidang Documents, Т8. Tho bdaor 
‘eth tne Lowes! Caicuoied Bd (LCD) shall advance o the posrqualiicallon 
Тег o finaly determine responsiveness о the bid io lechical and finance! 
‘equremant c tie pac The conici shall hen bo awarded o no Lawes! Cakualad 
‘rd Responsive Bioder ПОЯВІ who was termined as such билп ine pos-qulicoton 
Кеч 
А compiete set c Bidding Documents may ba purchased by introstod деге. 
Saring dune 3. 2006 to Juby 4. 2008 from 3:00 pum. Ia 400 num. a he address 
"oto ла upon Paymari ola nónvolundabis 
Pesos (Php 2,000.00). Tha топо ol payment wil be CASH Tho Bidding 
Documents улай bo recowved personal y he prospective Ser ог his authorized 
roprosoniaive 
The TRANSCO HO wit hod а re-Bd Conlrence open io al erste parts on dung. 
20, 2006 12:00 pum. Si same accross below. Aaquosts lor cnfenlons on Io Did 
Socimen chou олчоо volore to Pre Bid Сото. 
Bs and elgblty rocromonts must bo dolvered to ha adress below on or batoro 
2:00 pan, of duty 5.2006 At los usi bo accompanied by a BI еситу m any o1 ne 
EI wd 
Toms Ss 

Casi Coed choc, cashier's chock manager 
heck Bank orator irevocab leer of ed 
Bark guarantee 
Sue bond 2% ABC 
Foreign govern одао. 100% of ABC 
ran equiaio! amount na roel сопу битола Lat Bids shal pat be ссора 
В opaning sha bo on July 5. 200/200 a.m, э! he Admin Conference Room. same 
паат ow без wb tp nha presoren lhe бодоп preter wh 
‘The Notona! Transmssion Corporation reserves th righi o acopt or aac any Bd. to 
эм the эзе procos. nd 0 торо ай Bids at any ima pror 10 сопка award. 
‘shou! Parody neu any tibl lo ha afocad Bodar or вав. 

National Transmission Corporation, Head Отсе Region 

hie Armando N. Ganon ВАС Chairmen 

мио отсе, GF Transco моі Sig 

Power Canter Quezon Ave. corner BIR Road 

Diman. Quezon Сту 

Tol No (632) 981-2895 / Fax No. (632) 822-8432 

оова ew transeo p 


Asunt 
Е 


[ETT 


(Sos) ARMANDO N. OCHOA 
Chaimán, Bas ала Awards Commitee 


тэмам ш, 


LAND BANK OF THE PHILIPPINES 
1598 M Н дә Piar comer Dr Juntos Sois, Malate, Manda 
Tel. Nos. 5220000, 5260100 connecting ай departments 


INVITATION TOAPPLY FOR ELIGIBILITY AND TO BID 


Tha Lond Bank of he Philppines invtes supphersimanutacturors/dsirbutors/ 
солго 0 apply or ооу and to bd fr the proect as sated below. 


эмее 
дет! Approved ern 
scription ier | neruos 
poe Badger Opening of | FEE 
Er 
[3.321.000 00 [une 15 2008 Jure 28, 006) P 100000 
200 pm | 100 PM 


The Bid Documents shal be avaliable at the General Servicos Departmant 
Starung June 7, 2008 upon payment of non-refundable fee indicated above. 


“The Pre-Bd Conference shal bo hod at GSD Conferanca Room, 25th Floor, 
ТАКОВАМК Plaza, 1896 M. H. dol Piar St, Malato, Manda, 


Tho маде shat drop thelr duy accomplished aig requirements, technical 
эга inanci proposals n fee separate sealed envelopes n the bx box located 
fio atovomortioned address 


For mare information, passa eal he LBP-Requistions Manogomant Division at 
таат 2400 кеда 2482, 483, 7239.8 7234 


LANDBANK reserves tho night to accopt or rejet ny Bid, o annul the bidding 
оома, and o тив өй bs a any ma pror 1o coriract award, wahoo 
фору incamng any babiny to the allecied bidders) 


шла BIDS AND AWARDS COMMITTEE 


"I am the resurrection and life. He who believes їп Me will li 
even though he dies; and whoever believes in Me will never die. 


John 11:25-26 


Luz Niquidula De Los Keyes 


you have finished the course, 
you have kept the Falih.” 


to your 

departed 

loved one. per озу | 
|^ 
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5 PERFECTO EDRAISA TORRES *| 


April 18, 1906 — June 4, 2006 


passed away on June 3, 2006 at 70 years old. 


We remember her with deepest love and affection. 
Her memory will be treasured forever. 
Though we will miss her dearly, we find comfort in knowing that she is now with the LORD. 


From her loving husband VIC, h 
Castillo; VIC DAL 
Emmanuel, 


children GIGI MARIETTE and Eduardo Cuevas; ARLENE ANNE and Roderick 
ind Rose Datu; and CAROLINE GRACE, grandchukdren Elizabeth, Edilene, Edward, 


ine, ‘Trina and Vie Dale Ш, brothers and sister, Ben, Jaime, кі Lina N. Gison. 
н COPIES s, Trina and Vie Dale IIL, brothers and sister, Ben, Jaime, Tito anc m. 


INQUIRER 
OBITUARIES 


The viewing is at La Funerari 
Last m 


"az, Bonifacio Chapel, Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Parañaque City. 
of Botolan, Zambales morial service will be held on June 7, 2006 at 7:00 p.m. 


peacefully joined his Creator at the age of 100. Funeral services and interment will be on June 8, 2006 at 3:00 p.m. at Manila Memorial Park, Sucat, Par 


Regular prayer service 7:00 p.m. 


jue City 
His bereaved family: sons and daughters-in-law Lourdy and 
Lily, Jovencio and Ching, Pedrito and Cerly (1). Ruben and 
Amar, William and Lolit, Gene and Charito, Julius and Milali; 
‘grandchildren and great- grandchildren and other relatives request 
Pious readers to join in prayers for the repose of Papu's soul, 


OBITUARY 
REQUIREMENTS: 


His remains will lie in state in Mt. Carmel Church, New 


© Copy of Death 
de Manila until Thursday morning, June 8, 2006. 


Certificate. 


fË) La Funeraria Paz, INC. 


MONICA LAROSA LAYLO 
Dadin te Grace ol our Lorg on June 2,2006 
si beage ol. 
Har body les in state at те famiy residence in 
Sito Masagana, Aubang, Mariiripa Cty. 
Har body wi o ranclorrod o Padre Garcia, Batangas 
or riorment on Juno 10, 2006. H 
Her tami requas Ре readors to pray lor ho eternal RODOLFO V. MENDOZA 
repose ol nar soul 25 


His remains will then be brought to Botolan, Zambales. 
Interment will be on Saturday, June 10, 2006 in Botolan. 


6 Any identification 


ты. Nos, 0.С:: 712-3001 + 743-6502; МИ 
document (LD.) e 


шины CNN 


ATTY. ENRIQUE С. Manta Honora Pan, 
ARBOLEDA Pato 


711-6931 1o 35 


WE ACCEPT 

CREDIT CARDS 

and bank-to-bank 
payments 


una, 20009 o 


We design 


obituaries for free 


Je 10,2008 | Hmiayang Papo 
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PLDT system allows credit card deals in boondocks 


FIXED 
GUARANTEED 


() 
[] TAX FREE 


Open a PSBank Prime Time Deposit now! 


* Affordable for a minimum of PhP 50,000 
5-year placement. 
* Enjoy monthly interest earnings 

Дон ше ison per annum basis dit о change without йи matie. 


Get it now at апу 
PSBank branch. 


Dee Oe NC eee etn one TIT EIE 
Баа 


Wireless arrangement also opens up ATM services іп remote areas 


By Daxim L. Lucas from its traditional mobile phone 
and landline products. 

PLDT's corporate business 
group head Bric R. Alberto said 
the service would provide retail- 
ers and banks with multiple 
branches an expanded network 
for real-time monitoring of criti- 
cal data for their operations. 

"SWUP is the first bundled so- 
lution that makes wireless cashier 
pointofsale and wireless card 
terminals possible," he said in a 
statement. "Retailers will now be 
able reach out to a bigger market 
in areas where physical connec- 
tions are unavailable.” 

“This solution can also expand 
the frontiers of banking since the 
technology can be used to come 
up with wireless ATMs,” he 
added. "You can even have an 
ATM at the beach.” 

PLDT said that the service is 


RETAILERS AND BANKS IN THE 
remotest areas of the country will 
soon be linked wirelessly through 
a new point-of-sale system of the 
Philippine Long Distance Tele- 
phone Co. (PLDT), which uses 
cell sites instead of phone lines to 
transmit data. 

The new service means that es- 
tablishments even in rural areas 
will be able to accept credit card 
payments, while banks not 
reached by automated teller ma- 
chine (ATM) networks may link 
up to them wirelessly 

The product, called Shops 
Work UnPlugged, or SWUP (pro- 
nounced "swoop"), is meant to 
address the need of retailers and 
banks for real-time data commu- 
nications and is part of the com- 
рапує effort to diversify away 


Lenovo recommends Windows® XP Professional. 


— 


esteem errs 


ROUTE 


Же арс 


autein e donne еме кела tee nt Vit Spe tesa атат 


m""-—-—-—————————— Caro Ci гиа FBT RET, STE SN ag 


Кер сс a 


Rona and Lenovo am aking 


тту ептеп. THE ARII ITY TA CONNECT, 


AND THE тасу к WORI n IS WATCHING, 


FOP WHEN THE PRESSIIRE IS ON. 


For many small businesses, its ай about performing 
‘on the run. Enter the Lenovo 3000 N100 Notebook 
with Intel? Centrino? Duo Mobile Technology. I 

can improve your abáty lo connect, collaborate and 

succeed on tho go. Its about excellng under pressure 
when the whole world is watching. 


Introducing the Lenovo 3000 N100 
"Lies you connect wirelessly wiih ease and confidence. 
| supports high-defintion video and audio on-the-go. 
@ has а fingerprint reader for even tighter security 

1i has a wde 15" screen delivering sharp, crisp images. 
You can recover from a virus with tha touch of a 
bulton." You can run multiple business applications 
simultaneously. You get power saving features enabing 
improved battery Ке 

Now World. New Thinking.” 


Lenovo 2000 N100 
detecto novation 
-Button System Recovery 
Pusteol-a button dta backup and recovery 
system features 
то Conimo* Duo Mobilo Technology 

i! Core Duo 12400 Роси ( 0H) 

bie PRON Wess 802 11 ubl 
беләге Windows® XP Homo Edition 
512M8, 20GB HDD 
CO-RWIDVO-RW Raritio rhe 
Ча WXGA (1280x768) TFT LOD (vibrant View) display, 
{nto GMA 950, Lenovo Care Sottware Tools, Corot 
Wora Pertect Ойсе Suto, Google Desktop, Googie 
тоо Bar, Integrated Fngerpent Reader Interated 1.3 
Морарже! Camera, 4 USB 20, S-Vdoo Ол, EEE 1394, 
4-1 Modi Poder 4 
year pons & labor (esto bala: 1 ува Gustomnar 
Caryn Repair 
FREE Lonovo Mossongor Caring Case 


PH^101,395 osos 


wwwlenovo.com/ph/offers or contact 
ош Preferred Resellers today! 


available in 99.57 percent of ar- 
eas covered by its mobile phone 
unit Smart Communications Inc. 

The network, using wireless ter- 
minals enabled with subscriber 
identity module (SIM) cards similar 
to those used in mobile phones, can 
transmit data at a rate of up to 170 
Kilobits per second (Kbps). 

The company said this rate is 
“more than enough for simple da- 
ta communications involving 
cashier point-of sales, card swipe 
and ATM transactions. 

SWUP comes in three variants: 
Naked SWUR which is a SIM only 
variant; SWUP Cash, which is 
SIM bundled with GPRS/EDGE 
modem; and SWUP Card, a point- 


of sale service bundled with SIM. 

PLDT' corporate business solu- 
tions head Nerissa S. Ramos said 
this new product will allow retailers 
the flexibility to sell or position their 
stores without being restricted by 
physical network limitations. 

‘Apart from retailers, she envi 
sions that the product may even be. 
used by taxicabs and delivery boys. 

“There is the security provided 
by the SIM and security inherent in 
Smart's GPRS/EDGE network 
where there is a dedicated Access 
Point Name assigned per company” 
Ramos said, explaining its security 
features. "It does not go through the 
Intemet, thus protecting clients 
from viruses and hackers.” 


Peso stumbles anew 
on threat of Fed hike 


By Doris С. Dumlao Bernanke, the new chair of the 
United States Federal Reserve, is- 
sued a statement saying that the 
Fed must remain vigilant to en- 
sure that inflation would stay un- 
der control, even as the growth in 
the world’s largest economy was 
slowing down. 

Analysts said the comments in- 
creased the probability that the US. 
Fed would raise its benchmark rate 
for the 17th straight time to 5.25 
percent when it meets this month. 

Other Asian currencies like- 
wise tumbled against the green- 
back after Bernanke's comments, 

Higher interest rates in the US 
implied that assets denominated 
in local currencies would be less 
attractive to investors. 

Yesterday, the volume at the lo- 
cal spot foreign exchange market 
amounted to $367.5 million. 

The governments fiscal and 
economic program for the year 
assumed a peso-dollar exchange 
rate range of 51 to 53 against the 
US dollar. 


THE PESO YESTERDAY STUM- 
bled anew against the US dollar, 
spooked by an increased proba- 
bility that the US Federal Reserve 
would further raise its key inter- 
est rates later this month. 

Afer moving farther away 
from the Р53:$1 barrier late last 
week, the peso shed 11.5 cen- 
tavos to close at 52.84 yesterday 
from Monday's 52.725 against 
the greenback. 

“The market is still driven by 
sentiment in the global markets 
regarding the possibility of global 
interest rate hikes,” said Estelito 
Biacora, vice president at Bank of 
the Philippine Islands and direc- 
tor of financial markets associa- 
tion ACI Philippines. "The market 
is looking at the strengthening of 
the US dollar versus major cur- 
rencies ... related to the possibili- 
ty of another interest rate hike 
(by the US Fed) on June 29” 

This developed аз 


At the Fort, Britain acquires 
property for new embassy 


By Elizabeth L. Sanchez 


Ben 


vides the project into residential, of- 
fice, retail and educational or insti- 
tutional blocks. The first residential 
phase, dubbed McKinley Hill Vil 
lage, targets a high-end market 
Since its launch in May 2004, it has 
sold 75 percent ofits 482 lots. 

Megaworld is also set to launch 
new projects this year, which 
would use up P4 to PS billion ear- 
marked for capital expenditures. 

Also, the firm is eyeing British 
companies that specialize in busi- 
ness process outsourcing and Ten- 
abled services as prospective loca- 
tors entitled to various tax perks аг 
the McKinley Hill Cyberpark. 

"The 35-hectare office block was 
approved as а special economic 
zone by the Philippine Economic 
Zone Authority in August 2005. A 
total of 200,000 square meters of 
high-tech office space has been pro- 
vided for BPO and information 
technology companies. 


MEGAWORLD CORP HAS AGREED 
to sell a portion of its 50-hectare 
Mckinley Hill township project in 
Fort Bonifacio, Taguig to the British 
Embassy, the company said in a 
statement. 

The British government will 
build a new embassy building on 
the site but no timetable has been 
set for the construction. 

Megaworld officials declined 
to reveal the value of the deal, 
which involves the purchase of a 
12-hectare lot. 

The British Embassy, currently 
based in Makati City, is among 
the first institutions to locate its 
operations on McKinley Hill 

Megaworld is also in talks with 
foreign investors who will build in 
ternational schools on McKinley 
Hill 

McKinley Hill's master plan di- 


WANT TO SEND MONEY 
ABROAD FAST? 


With the Western Union SEND-MONEY-ABROAD Service, 
the money you send is received in minutes!* 


*Subjoct to hours of operation, imo топа dilroncos and арр! сей: rosirictions 
Cal 88-200 (Mato Manta), 90-18-1200 (roo cos омо Moro Mania o tr 0917-88-1200 o moro infomation 
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E-mail: pr_motoring@Inqulrer;com.ph 


Editor Cesar D. Mangawang 


Ove: 
vehicles not be take 
lightly, say enforcers 


XE 


RS у 


DU By Tessa R. Salazar. 


OU CAN ALWAYS CHOOSE 

the car you'll be driving or 

riding in, but you can never 
choose the vehicles you'll run side 
by side with or meet from the op- 
posite lane. 

So should you be as worried as the traffic 
enforcers on the lookout for vans, buses and 
trucks that have exceeded their maximum 
prescribed payloads? 

‘The enforcers say you should, because once 
these rolling behemoths encounter mechani- 
cal troubles, most likely they'll swerve either 
left or right—in your direction or to the other 
hapless motorists side. And then there's the 
bulging cargo raring to spill out from the vehi- 
les belly... Pity the motorists following the 
troublemaker. 


бан 


NOT for the lighthearted: a closer look ata 
digital weighing scale 


Overloaded vehicles 

‘There are 28,266 kilometers of roads and 
7,300 km of bridges crss-crossing the country. 
During a press presentation of weighbridges at 
the 84km stretch of the North Luzon Express- 
way last week, law enforcers presented Depart- 
ment of Public Works and Highways data that 
showed of the 970,000 recorded accidents na- 
tionwide, 120,000 were caused by overloaded 
vehicles, or by vehicles that carried loads not 


OVERLOADED/B2-2 


BUT does it come with a fortune cooki 
Printouts can be requested 


JUST WHEN YOU THOUGHT 
YOU HAD EVERYTHING. 


Introducing the all-new Toyota Previa 
amenities and superior cutting-edge \ 


yat одна iw ырл Уен or Cr adum 


[rrr Mr с: pe 


TOYOTA ALABANG, INC. 80-0601 lo 2214024321 TOYOTA BACOLOD CITY, [PM 44-811 to 12 TOYOTA BAGUIO CITY, (974) 


Jo) SZL-2 44148152 927-7257 I 2165 322208 1 69 TOYOTA BATANGAS CITY. INC. (43) 7237386 TOYOTA BICUTAN 7773880 TOYOTA CABANATUAN CI 

1927 TOYOTA CUBAO, INC. 911-451 to 04 TOYOTA DAGUPAN СП 

"ic. (23) 320-6118 o 19 TOYOTA MAKATI INC.. 097-2333 TOYOTA MANILA BAY CORP 0324 
TOYOTA SHAW, INC., 71.8398 to 40 TOYOTA SAN FERNANDO-PAMPANGA, 


10322161 ta 8 (032) 248251 to $4 TOYOTA CEBU-MANDAUE. (132) 345-8679 TOYOTA COMMONWEALTH, 952-1021 
aas 0272102770806 20361 23862829. 2411 1 248712586 1 2924 (02) 529-8115 TOYOTA DAVAO CITY. INC. (82) 2 
182.9701 to 02 TOYOTA OTIS, INC., 564-1811 to 20 TOYOTA PASONG ТАМО, INC. 333-8: 


1594 TOYOTA LOLO 
TOYOTA QUEZON AVENUE, INC., 71-5001 to 
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BUT have you weighed the driver himself? An 
enforcer checks a truck's weight. 


WINDSHIELD 


БАК GLASS МТО, 

[e CLEANS & SANITIZED CAR A/C I 45 MINS. (11) 
CALL NOW BEFORE ITS TOO LATE! 
MANILA MIDWEST 5:2 92225: 

Tels.: 976-6879/435-6391 

Nr L Rd. Вопр, Tayoy, Rizal Tels.: 286-2925/286-0362 

Km. 16 Aguinaldo Hi-way, Tolaba VII, Bacoor, Covite 

Tel.: (046) 970-2464 Cell? 0928-4050044 / 0919-2348950 
‘Website: hitg://members.ool.com/hitecom 

Brags dtr P150 OFF pc Ensen Test Expo Go 08108 


Wittv sleek and modern new look, Nist-class tanfor 


f 


443-5778 | STA 300-3773 to 4 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK, 


ITY. INC (044 43-2481 to 17 TOYOTA CAGAYAN DE ORO, INC (08) 
INC. (075) 547-2020 to 28 078 822-6771 673414773 TOYOTA DASMARINAS CAVITE, (46 850- 

ATION, 
M tot 


PLANTERSBANK =ч 
AUTO LOAN 
LZ 


Plantersbank Auto Loan works 3 ways! 


1 „Purchase a brand new or a pre-owned саг 


2, Get a cash loan with your existing car 
as collateral 


3 e Refinance your existing car loan 


CALL (02) 750-AUTO or (02) 750-2086 
Business Hours, Monday to Friday 


PLANTERSBANK 
Footer Development Bank 
шыдын зе 


(C, 264901 to 06 36-1547 to $01 14071 to 75 TOYOTA BALINTAWAK-NORTH, 927-7215 17 1301 


м (688) 858-7770 TOYOTA CEBU CITY, 


2 TOYOTA MARIKINA SERVICE 
INC., (M5) 981-1188 TOYOTA SHAW-ORTIGAS, 8 
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MOTORING 


Getting more out of your fuel 


WITH THE CONTINUING RISE OF 
oil prices, one would think that there is 
nothing much to do but bear it and grin. 
But there is something that can be 
done. So here now is the ultimate road 
challenge: would you like to be able to 
travel an extra 100 kilometers on a tank 
load of gasoline or diesel? You can if 
you are able to drive more economical- 
ly, and can get at least 2 kilometers 
more out of every liter of fuel you con- 
sume. 

The Automobile Association Philip- 
pines (AAP), formerly Philippine Motor 
Association (PMA) strongly advocates 
the promotion and advancement of 
Philippine motoring as one of its man- 
dates. As such, it has always pushed for 
more efficient and effective ways to 
curb the growing oil problem besetting 
the country today with practical tips 
that could help ease the motorist’s bur- 
den with their fuel consumption. 

‘The starting point is to be conscious 
of, and find out how many kilometers 
per liter you are able to get with the 
way you currently drive. Load up a full 
tank and zero your trip meter. After a 
week of driving, load to a full tank 
again, and divide the kilometers 
shown on your trip meter by the liters 
loaded, so you will get your kilometers 
per liter. 

Then, drive for another week accord- 
ing to the following suggestions: 


Keep your rpm as low as 
1 possible (without lug- 

ging your engine). This 
means making use of your 
car’s tachometer (or rpm indi- 
cator) so that you can deter- 
mine rpm levels when you can 
already upshift as quickly as 
possible. In many cases, this 
shift-point is when 2000 rpm 
is reached. In vehicles without 
tachometers, it is possible to 


“sense” when this shift-point 
is reached. Light-footed accel- 
eration in the case of cars with 
automatic transmission will 
produce the same results, as 
you will be able to determine 
at what rpm levels you can 
back off on the accelerator 
pedal to induce up-shifting. 

Maintain your car’s for- 
2 wi momentum. This 

means anticipating 
traffic and road conditions 
(even 3 to 4 cars ahead) so 
that you can minimize un- 
necessary braking—which 
not only wastes forward mo- 
mentum energy, but also con- 
sumes added fuel to get back 
to your momentum speed. 
(One technique is to use your 
horn and/or flash your head- 
lights to warn and keep pedes- 
trians and vehicles from in- 
truding onto your path.) 

Make use of the gliding 
Э power oi your car espe 

cially vehicles with auto- 
matic transmissions). This 
means backing off early 
when approaching traffic 
buildup, or intersections 
where traffic lights are on red, 
and even speed humps (in- 
stead of still stepping on the 
accelerator, only to brake hard 
at the last moment). 

Make sure your tires are 
4 always fully inflated, be- 

cause X under-inflated 
tires increase rolling resis- 


tance, requiring more energy 
and thus more fuel. 
Drive with a light and 
I steady footon the ses 

erator pedal, avoiding 
unnecessary accelera- 
tion—unless you have to real- 
ly drive in a hurry. Never 
pump the accelerator pedal 
(some drivers with nervous 
ticks or who are “hyper” do 
so). 

Your car’s engine must 
be properly tuned so 
that your fuel is burned 

efficiently. 

You should develop the 

7 “art and science of over 
taking"—which means 
alertly assessing road condi- 
tions even 3 to 4 cars ahead, 
keeping your cars momen- 
tum, and accelerating (or 
down-shifting if necessary) 
only as lightly as required. By 
anticipating, it is sometimes 
possible to just back off when 
you spot a temporary traffic 
ahead, and overtake still in 
the same gear (or down-shift- 
ing only one gear down)—in- 
stead of braking heavily (or 
even stopping behind a 
stopped jeepney) and down- 
shifting 2 or 3 gears lower. 
Otherwise, overtaking is a ma- 
jor cause of increased fuel 

consumption. 
Cruise at the right 


B sitet 
called “coefficient of 


drag"—the most economical 
cruising speed is the slowest 
which your vehicle can run in 
top gear (without lugging or 
underrevving your engine). 
For auto transmissions, this 
means observing at what 
speed (and rpm) your car will 
upshift to its highest gear, and 
cruising 2 to 3 kph above that 
shift point, to stay in top gear. 
Depending on your car’s final 
gear ratios, in most cases this 
will be between 60 and 70 kph 
(so you must also give due 
consideration in not being a 
road hog to faster-running ve- 
hicles). 
Avoid engine braking 
sary, because this spikes 
up your rpm and consumes 
more fuel. The braking system 
of today’s cars no longer re- 
quire  downshifting/engine 
braking anyway. 


Do not rev up 
your engine be- 

fore shutting it 
off; this is completely unnec- 
essary and just consumes 
more fuel. 

By observing these suggestions, you 
will be surprised that you might just be 
able to get two additional 50-km round- 
trip commutes to work per tank load of 
fuel. 

There is nothing we can do about the 
global supply and demand dynamics 
that determine fuel prices, but there is 
something we can do in the face of very 
high fuel prices—and that is to drive 
more economically. 


Overloaded vehicles not be . . ......... 


appropriate to their design. 

Enforcers explained that if a truck, 
trailer or van exceeds the permissible 
single axle load of 13,500 kg or 13.5 
metric tons per axle, or if a vehicle ex- 
ceeds the maximum allowed gross vehi- 
cle weight as stipulated in Republic Act 
8794 (and its regulations published in 
2001), then the vehicle is considered 
overweight. 

‘An overloaded vehicle, the enforcers 
stressed, are at risk of suffering me- 
chanical breakdowns, premature tire 
failure, and would require a longer 
braking distance. Its traveling speed 
would most likely fall below the mini- 
mum required speed limit, and would 
be prone to cargo spillage. 

"Its a big safety issue,” said Marcel 
Mercado, superintendent, Traffic Mo- 
torist Assistance of Tollways Manage- 
ment Corp. "Based on our experience 
and statistics, most overloaded trucks 
are more prone to accidents such as 
brake failure. Overloading is actually 
more costly for the truck owners when 
itcomes to maintenance." 

He adás that the condition of a fre- 
quently overloaded truck would deteri- 
orate and depreciate much faster, usu- 


ally way before any fair return on in- 
vestment is reached. 


How they work 

NLEX executives showed the INQUIR- 
ex how teams on weighing stations usu- 
ally worked. Six enforcement teams are 
on the lookout on 12 identified sites 
with six sets of portable weighing 
scales. Three more portable weighing 
scales are stationed in three fixed sites, 
one at a weighing site in Balintawak 
northbound, another at Восаше south- 
bound, and then another in San Fernan- 
do southbound. 

The enforcers already carry with 
them profiles of suspected overweight 
vehicles, which include trucks that ex- 
tend their sidewalls beyond the original 
design or those that cover the truck's 
upper walls. 

Suspected overweight vehicles are 
apprehended and positioned on top of 
the weigh bridge. The weighing system 
is automated and includes a printout of 
the actual weight of the vehicle. 

When proven overloaded, the driv- 
егз license and the vehicle plate num- 
ber are confiscated, in accordance to 
Republic Act 4136, which stipulates 


that an overloaded vehicle can either be 
impounded or its license plates confis- 
cated as a form of “technical impound- 
ing.” 

An amount equivalent to 25 percent 
of the motor vehicle user's charge or ve- 
hicle registration fee is imposed on 
trucks and trailers found overloading. 

Raul L. Ignacio, vice president of the 
O and M Assurance Services of the 
MNTC, said that many gravel and sand 
trucks carried 150 percent of its pre- 
scribed gross vehicle weight. 

“It would be more costly on the part 
of the owners when an overweight ve- 
hicle loses control," he added. 


Road deterioration 

Road engineers say that overloading 
also leads to premature deterioration of 
roads. Overloaded vehicles can cut the 
road's useful life by as much as 60 per- 
cent, considering that an overloaded 
vehicle can exponentially damage the 
pavement below it four times more. 

Mere looks, however, can be deceiv- 
ing. Not all vehicles that seem to fit the 
visual profile of being overloaded actu- 
ally are. Take, for instance, one truck 
that had its upper walls covered and 


was routinely apprehended by weigh 
bridge teams during the press presenta- 
tion. That truck turned out to be carry- 
ing empty PET bottles, and was sent off 
without further ado. 

Aside from the portable weighing 
scales found in NLEX, the DPWH has 
more than 21 working weighbridges 
spread out in Luzon, Visayas and Min- 
danao. 

‘Twenty-one weigh bridges to ensure 
that the remaining 35,000 km or so of 
Philippine roads are safe from over- 
loaded vehicles? That averages out to 
one weigh bridge for every 1,667 km of 
roads. 

With those odds, motorists driving 
outside the NLEX are well advised to 
keep their eyes and ears open and just 
steer clear of these lumbering giants. 

Keep their phones, handy, too. Mo- 
torists who suspect they're driving 
alongside or are tailing an overloaded 
vehicle (be it a truck, van, bus, jeep, or 
any vehicle carrying loads not appropri- 
аге for their design) can call hotline 
numbers (02)35000. Pull over to the 
side of the road before making the call, 
ofcourse. Better yet, have a companion 
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Rosy talk 


THE UNWILLING WILL HAVE TO AC- 
серп 

Everybody's saying it already, from 
Detroit to Denmark, from Tokyo to 
ы one thet’s ———— ———— 

ееп the subject 
of all this rosy FULL TANK 
talk, 

Not even the 
big bosses at Toy- 
ota Motor Philip- 
pines like Ito- 
Nakashima-san, EA. 7 
азад, Soon í 
san from his Sin- Al Mendoza 
gapore base, r 7 
even Dexter/Sonny-san/Sherwin/Ray- 
mond/Apin/Jing/Elijah-san are saying 
it 

But like it or not, Toyota will become 
world No. 1 shortly. Officially, that is. 

It's been the talk of the town since 
June 2005. 

‘Toyota will be the last to say it. 

Its preamble will have to crumble 
soon? 

Idon’t think so. 

It can always retain it: Be humble at 
all times. And still keep the title: No. 1 
worldwide. 

Toyota has been humble all these 
years, but the inevitable can't be 
stopped: Topple General Motors from 
the top. 

The New York Times has said it. And 
when the newspaper of the world says 
it, no one disputes it. It’s gospel truth. 

In the fiscal year ended March 31, 
the New York Times reported that Toy- 
ota posted worldwide a 17.2 percent 
jump in net profit, That translates to a 
record 1.37 trillion yen (US$12.1 bi 
lion). 

The record was its sixth consecutive 
in six years, enough to make it one of 
the world’s most profitable manufac- 
turers 

In its vehicle sales forecast, Toyota 
said its entire group, including Daihat- 
su Motor and the truck maker Hino, 
will sell 8.45 million vehicles this fis- 
cal year, 476,000 more than last year. 

‘That's more than enough to dislodge 
the cash-strapped, bankruptcy-bound 
GM as the world's largest carmaker. 

While it sold 9.17 million vehicles 
last year, analysts expect GM to fare 
badly this year and, sadly, lose the top 
position it had held for 75 years. 

GM is still struggling to recover from 
a US$10.6 billion loss amid labor ten- 
sion and soaring gasoline prices. 

It showed signs of stirrings in the 
first quarter, but if GM were to sell 8 
percent fewer cars and Toyota exceed- 
ed its projections, then Toyota's on the 
way to becoming the world’s largest 
automaker. 

Said Katsuaki Watanabe, president 
of Tokyo Motor Corp.: “Toyota's perfor- 
mance demonstrated the strength of 
ош company's ongoing operational ef- 
fore: 

In Asia alone, Toyota sales increased 
from 47,000 to 880,000, mainly due to 
the strong performance of IMV (Inno- 
vative International Multipurpose Vehi- 
cle) models, like the Innova, Fortuner 
and Hi-Lux. 

“Our business environment will re- 
main severe, with a significant increase 
in raw material prices and competition 
intensifying,” Watanabe said. “Howev- 
ет, we wish to achieve results that ex- 
ceed our latest financial results while 
continuing investment for future 
growth." 

Through the years, Toyota has al- 
ways been moving forward because it 
wills to move forward. 

How many among us have that same 
trait? 

QUOTE ME. With the rains here, 
keep your distance, especially at 
night. No tire is skid proof. 


Send comments to menjuGpldtd- 
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MOTORING 
Accent on fuel economy 
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DIESEL ENGINES ARE USUALLY ASSOCIATED 
with big land transportation workhorses such 
as trucks, buses, vans, full-size SUVs and public 
utility vehicles. So when Hyundai Asia Re- 
sources Inc. (Hari) chose to launch the com- 
mon rail direct injection (CRDi) diesel Accent 
instead of the gasoline version, it created a new 
niche in the lucrative compact sedan market. 

At the same time, by coming up with the 
only CRDi compact саг on the market, 
Hyundai consolidated its position as the lead- 
ing brand in affordable CRDi vehicles. Aside 
from the Accent, Hari offers the Starex CRDi 
minivan (Best Entry Level Multipurpose Vehi- 
cle winner in the 2004 Car of the Year con- 
test), the Santa Fe and Tucson CRDi sport util- 
ity vehicles, the Matrix CRDi hatchback and 
the Getz diesel subcompact. 


Mobility 

Sure, there are other CRDi cars available, 
but they are BMW and Audi products that 
have bigger engine displacements and cost 
millions of pesos more. By putting CRDi vehi- 
cles within the reach of the average car buyer, 
Hyundai helps promote the nation’s mobility 
and energy conservation programs. 

This is because CRDi technology greatly im- 
proves the performance and fuel efficiency of 
the diesel engine, reduces its exhaust emissions 
and lowers NVH (noise, vibrations and harsh- 
ness) to a level almost commensurate with that 
ofa gasoline engine. According to Нап, the Ac- 
cens state-of-the-art diesel engine was de- 
signed and developed at Hyundai's R&D center 
in Russelsheim, Germany. 


Efficiency 

In these days of endlessly soaring oil prices, 
the fuel efficiency of a car assumes primary 
importance. In the Fuel Economy Run con- 
ducted by the Department of Energy last May 
13, the Accent averaged 19.01 km per liter. 
Granted, the Toyota Vios 1.3 manual trans- 
mission topped the list by running 22.16 km 
per liter, but it has a smaller, less powerful en- 
gine than the Accent's 1.5. The BMW 520d, 
which has a 2.0-liter CRDI engine, averaged 


21.0 
for the Ki 
while the Accent is a bigger, heavie 
with a 1.5 engine compared to the Picanto's 
tiny 1.1-liter engine. 

In the certification tests conducted by the 
Саг Awards Group Inc. (Cagi), the organiza- 
tion of motoring journalists that manages the 
annual Car of the Year program, the Accent 
CRDi posted 20 km per liter in constant-speed 
highway driving and 17 km per liter in heavy- 
traffic сиу driving although the air condition- 
er was running. 

By the way diesel fuel costs at least P3 less 
per liter than unleaded gasoline. 


but hey, this is a Beemer 
п bucks! As 


Picanto, which 


Fast 

But class-leading fuel economy isnt the on- 
ly thing that the Accent CRDi has to offer. If 
you think that Hyundai sacrifices perfor- 
mance on the altar of fuel thriftiness, you are 
wrong. The Accent is incredibly fast, with ex- 
ceptional acceleration and split-second en- 
gine responsiveness due to its variable geom- 
etry turbo (VGT). Из 1.5-liter twin cam 16- 
valve CRDi powerplant delivers 110 ps 
/4,000 rpm and more significantly, massive 
torque peaking at 240 kg-m/1,900-2,750 


MoroRScoPE 


Most fuel-efficient car in RP 

THE TOYOTA VIOS AND THE INNOVA ARE THE MOST FUEL-EFFICIENT VEHICLES IN THE PASSENGER 
car (PC) and commercial vehicle (CV) segments respectively, based on the results of the recently con- 
cluded 2006 Fuel Economy Run by the Department of Energy (DoE). Both Toyota models are also the 
Country’ best seling vehicles to date. 

Last May 13, the DoE held its Sth fuel economy test from its headquarter in Fort Bonifacio, Taguig 
City to Lipa City and back, with the support of the Traffic Management Group, the Citizen Traffic Action, 
Filcar and Shell Philippines. Twenty-three passenger cars and commercial vehicles from 8 car manu- 
facturers and distributors participated, despite the bad weather conditions brought about by Typhoon 
“Caloy.” Aside from Toyota Motor Philippines, the country’s No. 1 automotive company, Mitsubishi, 
Volvo, Honda, Kia, Isuzu, Hyundai and BMW also sent their representative models. 

After the 162.8:kilometer run, the Vios 1.3 дав manual transmission achieved 22.16 km per ter 
consumption in the gasoline category, making it the most fuel-efficient car in the country. The other 10 
entry vehicles in the gasoline categories included the Kia Picanto 1.1-Iter MT with 20.8 km per iter 
mileage, and the Honda City 1.3-ter automatic transmission with total consumption of 17.5 km per 
iter, 

Toyota's best-selling vehicle, the Innova, with 2.5-liter direct injection common rail diesel (040) en- 
gine, also posted high results with total consumption of 16.55 km per iter. The Isuzu Crosswind 2.5- 
iter averaged 16.15 liters. 


Exclusive 1-уеаг deferred payment plan 
OWNING A BRAND-NEW BMW IS MADE EASIER WITH THE NEW FINANCING PROGRAM FOR BMW 
customers-—one-year deferred payment plan for ali brand-new BMW cars 

Brand-new BMW buyers who avail of this payment plan will enjoy unmatched financial flexibility. 

With a minimum (50 percent) down payment, customers can choose о begin making monthly pay- 
ments from 13th month onward. The remaining balance can then be stretched for up to 24 months for 
а maximum total loan term of three years. 

By availing of this one-year payment holiday, BMW buyers can benefit from better cash flow control 
and continue to make other investments workin their favor while enjoying the sheer driving pleasure 
of their brand-new BMW. 

"The payment plan is available from June 1 to 30 at Klassik BMW (Quezon Avenue, Quezon City), Au- 
tohaus BMW (Libis. Quezon City), Autozentrum BMW (Alabang), Prestige Cars BMW (Makati), Pre- 
miere Cars BMW (Pampanga) and Performance BMW (Cebu). 


Emergency car care package 

KNOWING HOW FILIPINOS VALUE THE SAFETY OF THEIR FAMILIES, BPI FAMILY SAVINGS BANK 
(BPIFSB) in partnership with bero Asistencia recently launched the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan 
Emergency Car Care Package at Speedzone in Fort Bonifacio Global City. 

The event, hosted by sports enthusiast and TV personality Reema Chanco, gave guests details of 
the Drive Your Dream Auto Loan Emergency Car Care Package and offered advice on worry-free driv- 
ing and road safety. 

"This emergency car care package is a special feature offered to clients availing of BPIFSB's auto 
loan service. Clients who availed of the auto loan starting April are automatically enrolled to the road- 
side assistance service provided by Ibero Asistencia and may avail of vehicle or personal assistance in 
case of emergency on the road 

Vehicle assistance includes towing, minor on-site repairs. and vehicle rescue. Personal Assistance 
such as hotel accommodation, alternate means of transportation, relay of urgent messages, informa- 
tion on hospital addresses and telephone numbers, arrangement for ambulance assistance, or hospi- 
tal admission may also be provided to the member. 

The emergency car care package applies to brand-new cars andi co-terminus with the toan. 

Also during the event, Asian Formula 3 racer JP Tuason gave few ips on how tobe safe on the 
road safety. Car aficionado Brad Turvey also graced the event and also shared his insights on road 
safety 


оу 
Aida Sevilla- 
Mende 


HYUNDAI Accent CRDi 
in blue onyx 


трт. This enormous pulling power is why the 
Accent CRDi tackles steep uphill roads with 
more abilidad than other cars. 

The Accent CRDi has impressive handling 
and steering characteristics, thanks in part to 
its smooth-shifting 5-speed manual transmis- 
sion and MacPherson strut front suspension 

ith coupled torsion beam axle atthe rear. On 
the road, the CRDi engine runs almost as 
silently as a gasoline one without the noisy 
clatter and shaking produced by ordinary 
diesels. 


Tempted 
In fact, the Accent is so much fun to 
drive that you are constantly tempted to 


The ACCENT'S I.5-liter CRDi powerplant 
PHOTO SY ADA SEVILA MENDOZA 


hit speeds exceeding 120 kph. A word of 
caution, though: the Accents light weight 
and brakes (no ABS and only drums in the 
rear) do not ensure complete control at; 
very high speeds. It would be safer—and 
more fuel-efficient—to maintain normal 
speeds. 

‘The cabin comfortably seats four including 
driver but five occupants would be a tight fit. 
‘The rear seat splits 60/40 to increase luggage 
space and has a center armrest with cuphold- 
ers. The interior’s ergonomics are unexcep- 
tional except for the gear stick, which shifts 
into reverse toward the left upward like a Eu- 
ropean cars. 

While keyless entry with alarm, fog lamps, 
air con and power windows and door locks 
are standard, the Accent has no airbag/s, no 
ABS, drum brakes in the rear and a pipsqueak 
horn. The Accent's body design will not win 
awards for esthetics. Other compact cars in 
the Accent's P768,000 price range look snazz- 
ier and offer higher specs and more safety fea: 
tures. But they don't have the Accent’s CRDi 
advantage. 

TODAY'S BUMPER STICKER: Better to 
understand a little than to misunderstand a 
lot. 


Only Rapidé gives you 
A LIFETIME WARRANTY 


Lifetime 
Warranty 


You Never Have to Buy Brake Pads & Shoes Ever Again. 


For more details, visit any Rapide Branch or 


call our Hotline No: 895-9486 * 890-3913 


Cel: 0917-8589522 * Email: contactus@rapide.com.ph 


Rapidé 


AUT SERVICE EXPERTS 


OPEN FOR FRANCHISING 


[ (FEMAC MARKETING INC.) 
$ Tel. 711-21040711-9206 
„742-5826412-0034 , 


KIA MOTORS QUEZON AVENUE KIA MOTORS QUIRINO AVENUE 
{М3 MARTI UNLIMITED, INC.) 


KIA PASAY, 


Tel. 564-7872+564-7635+564-7619 Tel. 852-1552 TO 5в°нэ4-5036 


KIA MOTORS 


The Power to Surprise" 


KIA BATANGAS 


[ALPHA PHILMOTORS SALES, CORR) [BATANGAS-LAGUNA AUTOCENTER, INC.) 


Лы, (043)778-4214 10"043)318.0345 


B2- 
Cebu Auto Show showcases the latest in auto industry 


EW MODEL SUCH AS HONDAS 8TH 
N generation Civic, Hyundai Santa Fe 

and Kia's Rio Sedan made its public 
debut in the Cebu Auto Show 2006 held at the 
Ayala Center Cebu. 

Kia Motors also held a mini fashion show 
and a soft launch of the Rio Sedan and all 
stocks of the Cebu-based dealer were already 
sold out during the show. 

Kia Motor Philippines marketing manager 
Chut Velasquez believes that the sales of their 
Cebu dealership will substantially improve with 
the help of just concluded Cebu Auto Show. 

Other exhibitors were also encouraged 
with actual on-site sales and reservations 
made during the show. 


‘Auto show guests 

Over 28,000 visitors trekked and braved the 
afternoon heat to visit the four-day auto show 
which was staged by the same group that 
brought the Manila Intemational Auto Show 
2006, the country's biggest and only intema- 
tional auto show which was held recently. 

‘Also on display were the latest models from 
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CUSTOM car winner at the 
Cebu auto show 


‘Owning an Accent has never been easier 
with these great payment options: 


Option 1: 

a. Zero % Interest on a 12-month 
installment plan at 50% downpayment 

b. Low Down Payment of P85,200 
(15% down payment on a 72-month 
installment plan) 

c. Low Monthly Amortization 
of only P7,422 (50% down payment 
Оп a 72-month installment plan) 


Option 2: 
Discount of P30,000 for cash buyers 


Rush to a Hyundai Dealer near you today. 
Promo runs from May 22 - June 30, 2006. 


38.7kmllite 


D 


HYUNDAI 


Drive your way” 


An amazing fuel mileage of 


pF 


...Could just give you enough savings 
to pay for your monthly car amortization. 


* Quoted from Tito Hormoso's Not So Fast column: 


http:lwww.-bworldonlino.com/8WO40506 


GD HYUNDAI ... „осн 


‘Authorized HARI Dealers: 


HYUNDAI ALABANG — Teie. (02) 800-1721, 02) 
ОРИ 10 -HYUNDAI EDSA Tu (02) 2624 


14 HYUNDAI BALINTAWAK - Tel: (02) 962.0101 - HYUNDAI COMMONWEALTY 
TUNDA E RODRIGUEZ SR AVE- ei a) 722 tote eS, бор ТА ею 


See flyers for details 
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Ford, GM, Isuzu, Nissan and Suzuki. Over 50 
cars were displayed in the mall and tent pavil- 
ion including customized cars owned by Ce- 
bu's motoring aficionados. 


Highlights 

A custom car show competition was held 
and led by veteran car show judge John Esco- 
bar who flew in from Manila for the occasion. 
‘Award categories included the coveted Best of 
Show Award. 

Indoor and outdoor exhibitions, show cars, 
sound-offs, celebrity appearances and fashion 
shows were among the many highlights. 

Gracing the opening of the show were Ce- 
bu Gov. Gwen Garcia and Cebu Chamber of 
Commerce president Francis Monera. Garcia 
welcomed the organizer's initiatives to show- 
case the best of what the automotive industry 
has to offer in Cebu. 


Cleaner engines 
with new Petron 
Carbon Flush 


AMID HIGH OIL PRICES AND IN SUPPORT 
of the government's energy conservation pro- 
gram, market leader Petron Corp. introduces. 
a timely innovation called Petron Carbon 
Flush. The automotive product reduces emis- 
sions and improves fuel-efficiency. Since the 
product is nontoxic and bio-degradable, it is 
easy to handle and environment-friendly. 

A clean-running engine is the best solution 
to achieve fuel economy. Proper maintenance 
of your vehicle is the first step in getting the 
most out of your gasoline. Petron Carbon 
Flush is an added tool in your car to maximize 
fuel economy through clean engine power. 


Added mechanical stress 

It is normal for carbon deposits to build 
throughout an engine with age, but there is 
added mechanical stress when driving in stop 
and go traffic. This puts the engine under 
even more strain, resulting in added carbon 
build up in the intake and exhaust manifolds, 

‘An engine with excessive amounts of car- 
bon lodged in its intake cannot breathe freely. 
‘The combustion process is hampered and the 
fuel and air mixture isn't optimized. This re- 
sults in unburned fuel, a less efficient engine 
and a bigger dent in our pockets. 

Petron Carbon Flush safely removes carbon 
deposits resulting in a cleaner burning engine 
and therefore adding savings in fuel and bet- 
ter gas mileage. When used, it cleans and pro- 
tects against carbon deposits, allowing our 
vehicles to perform at their best and yet main- 
tain fuel efficiency. 


Results of field tests 

In recent field tests, smoke emissions of ve- 
hicles injected with Carbon Flush showed im- 
mediate visible improvement and a reduction 
of emissions by as much as 70 percent. More 
efficient combustion also resulted in fuel sav- 
ings of nearly 10 percent. 

Petron Carbon Flush is injected into a run- 
ning engine as a fine spray. Microscopie parti- 
cles are then carried throughout the inner 
workings of the fuel injection system, break- 
ing down carbon deposits throughout each 
stage of the four-stroke combustion cycle. 
During each intake, compression, combustion 
and exhaust cycle, Petron Carbon Flush ac- 
tively breaks down carbon deposits. The loos- 
ened carbon particles are then ejected in the 
fourth cycle and carried outside of the engine 
along with the exhaust gases. 

Having Petron Carbon Flush in each stage 
of the process cleans your engine through 
each step of the way, eliminating harmful car 
bon deposits. With continuous use, this en: 
sures a cleaner burn and a more efficient еп. 
gine and bigger savings, all without sacrific 
ing performance. Petron Carbon Flush is ini 
Чайу available їп 21 Petron service stations 
and will offer it to motorists free for one 
month. 


Latest technologies 

“А clean engine is an efficient engine. The 
launch of our Petron Carbon Flush is part of « 
larger effort to promote energy conservation 
by providing our customers the latest tech 

nologies to enhance engine performance, and 
Petron will continue to implement programs 
to ease the burden of rising fuel prices,” said 
Nicasio 1, Alcantara, chair of Petron. 

Petron president and CEO Khalid D. Al 
Faddagh stated that as industry leader, Petron 
will continue to drive its fuel research and 
technology efforts to give consumers more 


value for money. "Az the same time, we contin 

ue to set the standards in terms of locally pro 

duced clean air fuels, Petron Carbon Flush i» 

another example of how we harness new 

technology to respond to the needs of our cus. 
he said, 
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new school year. We 
have tips on making a 
good impression on your: gadgets that can make a 
teachers, making sure 
you get the sleep that 


helping you to arm 
yourself with enough 
ammunition to face the 


How to make 
a good 
impression 
without 
really trying 


By Danicar Mariano 
2bU! Correspondent 


OKAY, SO YOU'RE ALL PSYCHED 
up and ready to meet your class- 
mates. But how about your teach- 
ers? After all, in the politics of 
school, the teacher is the one that 
has the final say on your grade— 
and when it comes to that, as in ev- 
erything else, the concept of Blink 
is operative. No matter how ex- 
haustive or meticulous or objective 
the grading process is, the first im- 
pression you make, goes a long, 
long way. 

Don't let this scare 

jou, however. Here 
Zretipsonhowtoim. DPESS 

ress your teacher 
к realy trying” SMart, be 
Of course, therein lies 
the operative phrase: helpful, 
without really trying. 
Thats reallyone ofthe listen well 
most basie premise. As 
the movie “Hitch” j 
goes: you cannot use ÎN CIASS 
what you do not have, 
зо if you're shy, be shy, if you're assertive, be 
assertive,” but the point is to get it across to 
your teacher at the earliest possible point that 
you are an A-worthy student. 


It’s not what you do, it's how you do it 

Many of our decisions are made on an un- 
conscious level. Eighty percent of communi- 
cation is, in fact, nonverbal more than the ver- 
bal, and that is what we trust more. It is liter- 
ally not what you do, or say, but how you do 
orsayit. 


Dress smart. 

What does it take to look intelligent? Verti- 
cal stripes give the appearance of together- 
ness and righteousness. A pale shade of yel- 
low also gives off an intellectual appeal. Pink 
is said to be ideal to wear in court hearings or 
on first days, as it makes you look sympathet- 
їс. Blue, on the other- 
hand, gives the im- 
pression of eloquence, 
calm and stability. Try 
to avoid colors that 
are too flashy or loud 
on the first day, like 
blood red or neon or- 
ange or slime green, 
unless that is what you 
can live up to—being 
a loud but brilliant ge- 
mius student for the 
Test of the semester. 
Try not wear some- 
thing too revealing, as 
it may give off the 


tuuustRaTion А 
wrong impression. 


Ато оском 
Ве7еп 

Ofcourse, one of the most important things 
when making a good first impression is pres- 
ence. Presence is being there in the moment, 
attentive to what is going on, and sensitive to 
the needs and moods of the people around 
you. Itis also a condition of openness, where- 
in you show that you are an empty cup, a ves- 
sel enthusiastic to be filled with new learn- 
ing. 

‘A huge part of this, of course is learning to 
listen. Listening, of course, cannot be faked. 
‘The Chinese ideogram from listening alludes 
to an ear, and a heart, Subordinate to the ear 
is the self. This shows us that we should try to 
understand the frame of mind of the other 
person as the other person, and not reduce it 
to our vision, 

Tn one of the hardest undergrad classes 1 
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«ti Attack your 
Tobey тә day with 
campus, andmakingthe gusto, soldiers. And don't 
most out of your life in forget to have fun 
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By Pam Pastor 


т ВЕЕМ ТНЕВЕ, 


they've done that. Now, 
what advice can they give 
you? 
2bUI asked graduates to spill the one 
thing they wish they knew when they were 
still in school, and at the same time give stu- 
dents tips on making the most out of their 
scholarly life. 
"Its okay to be passionate about what- 
ever ignites your 
imaginations because 
if you dedicate your- 
self to that, you'll 
have an exciting, ful- 
filled life, whether or 
not as a teenager you 
were popular or got 
good grades or had a 
boyfriend or girl- 
friend."—Jonjon 
Rufino, 31, part- 
time | business- 
man/full-time 
adrenaline junkie 
“Don't put your 
teachers on а 
pedestal. After all, 
they are also human. 260 
Sometimes, еу 
make mis- 
takes." — ugs, vocalist, itchyworms 
"Heartbreak is not the end of the 
world." —Howie Severino, 44, journalist 
“It’s never too early to start." Jet Valle 
"Hindi masamang mag-absent kung ta- 
lagang needed. Perfect attendance kasi 
ako nung high school and college. Sana 
na-experience ko mag-absent. Also, keep 


and take as many photos as you can—with 
you in them—for your yearbook."—Giles 
‘Aquino, 25 
“We should act normal in front of the 
opposite sex, and not be like nervous 
wrecks.”—Irene Pineda, 31, designer 
"Don't make unnecessary enemies. 
They could end up as your clients 10 years 
later and bite you in the ass. Of course, 
some people, for some reason, like 
that."—Noel Nieva 
“Master the basics—grammar, diction, 
composition, critical reasoning, math, sci- 
ence, history. 
Armed with these 
plus a never-ending 
supply of sipag, tiya- 
ga and good man- 
mers, you will go 
places."—Jules, ac- 
count manager 
"Learn a foreign 
language. Develop 
your contacts їп 
School. They will be 
the ones who will 
help you in your ca- 
reer. Don't forget to 
thank your mentors 
who helped you be- 
come who you are 
today. Keep in touch 
with your crush 
even if he has a girl- 
friend because you never know, after col- 
lege, they might break up. Hehe." —Yas- 
mine Hidalgo 
"One tip: Find beauty in gaining wis- 
dom. It will be of use someday. One thing: 
Graded recitations are a training ground 
for verbalizing thoughts. It also builds 


character. It wasn't so bad pala. 1 wish 1 
knew that." —Kooky Tuason, poet 
"I took up a course which | never 
thought would be 
useful in my career 
today. 1 wish I had 
not taken some sub- 
Jects for granted. Al- 
зо, don't be afraid to 
be original and in- 
ventive. Find out 
now if you are a 
leader or a team 
player Business- 
minded or creative. 
It will help narrow 
down your options 
when you gradu- 
ate."—Xeng Zulue- 
ta, chief makeup 
artist, Shu Uemura 
“Enjoy. You'll nev- 
er have enough time 
to do so when you 
start working. One 
thing I wish I knew then—how to save. 1 
still don't know how though.”—Patwee 
“If you're miserable with your course, 
shift to another. I was an eco major and 1 
hated it but I stuck it out. Look what I'm 
doing now, no connection whatsoever to 
economics."—Tina Navarro, designer 
and entrepreneur, Пауа 
‘Learn as many skills as possible and 
don't focus your learning too much on just 
your major so that, at work and in life, you 
will always have more than one hat. And 
learn to play nice with people you work 
with. Teamwork is the key toa lot of things 
in life."—Qpid, 32 
"There's life outside schoolwork. Aca- 


sabe Уой» z 


demic performance is a given but what 
more you can do on top of that will make 
the difference. Also, invest in good rela- 
tions with as many 

people as you can. 

It pays to have a 

great — network. 

Sign up for classes 

with the best pro- 

fessors. Learn 

Mandarin. Basi- 

cally make the 

most out of it; you 

only get one shot. 

One thing I wish 

I knew back then? 

That the world is 
not limited to your 

org, ог your cur- 
rent circle of 

friends, or Manila, 

or the Philippines. 

Уйдеп your view. 

1f you don't think 

your course is for 

you, shift. You'll be happier doing what 
you love doing in the end."—Paul, 29, 

jewelry designer 

"There are many things that I wish 1 
knew, or did in school. But all the regret- 
table things in it—from unqualified or 
lazy teachers to crappy classmates, from 
heartbreak to peer pressure—all con- 
tributed in some way, in varying degrees, 
to who I am now. But I can share this: Stu- 
dents should know how to properly enjoy 
their lives apart from school. I've seen peo- 
ple take their studies too seriously and col- 
lapse under the pressure of school work. 
Just maintain a balance. Pursue interests 
that aren't necessarily related to school ac- 
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tivities, hang out with like-minded peo. 
and cherish your time with them. W 
you're older and working, and whether 
а job you love or not, the ability to iso 
your personal life from your job wr 
prove to be handy."—Oliver Pulumb: 
30-ish, freelance writer and artist 
"Study hard and try to develop у 
‘own special way of learning and absorl 
new things quickly. Itwould definitely | 
great asset as you go on to your chosen| 
reer. The hard work will reflect in y 
transcript, and that can improve y 
chances of getting your dream job. D 
despair though if you already have a I 
ing mark. You can still prove to compa! 
that you can do more 
than what your tran- 
script says. I wish 1 
knew minor sub- 
jects are almost as 
important as major 
ones. I should have 
paid equal attention 
to core skills. Good 
oral and written 
communication 
skills and self-confi- 
dence are essentials 
when you are facing 
the real 
world)—Arvin T. 
de Guzman, 29, en- 
gineer 
“Focus on the 
fundamental class- 
es because they 
serve as the foundation for the latter ve 
when you're bustin’ the majors. Rea 
advance so you have time to party and 
be cramming and downing liters: о! « 


SMART SCHEMES FOR THE sLEEP-DEPRIVED ST 


By Angela V. Ignacio 
2bU! Correspondent 


DURING CLASS, DO YOU OFTEN: A) FIND 
it hard to concentrate, b) feel weak or jit- 
tery, or c) doze off completely? If you 
picked one or more, then congratulations, 
you're officially eligible for the School for 
the Sleep-Deprived. 

You don't need a doctor to tell you what. 
happens if you don’t get enough sleep: lack 
of concentration, impaired immune system, 
decreased mental performance, etc. 

Dort wait for your grades (and of 
course, your health) to suffer. Here аге 
some handy tips on how to strike a. 
healthy balance between school, 
sleep and everything else in be- 
tween. 


Оп waking up on time: 

* Reset your body clock 
early. Your body needs some 
time before it can get used to 
waking up at the crack of 
dawn again. Before school 
starts, train yourself to sleep 
and wake up early. 

* Sound the alarm. Those of 
us who sleep through alarm clocks 
might need to get creative. Buy the nois- 
iest, most irritating one you can find, but 
make sure you don't wake up the entire 
neighborhood as well IF pushing the 
snooze button is second nature for you, put 
your alarm clock where its out of your 
Teach, so you'd be forced to get up just to 


The lowdown on gadgets 


By Gabriel H. Mercado 
Contributor 


SHARE AND SYNCH. BUY 
gadgets that complement one 
another. 

Bluetooth, Infrared and USB are popular 
ways to get two things to talk to one anoth- 
е зо possible, buy gadgets that have any 
of these features. They allows you to share 
files and create backups whenever you 
transfer them. 

"Too tired to lug your laptop along? Need 
to distribute a file to classmates and 
friends? No problem, save a copy of it on a 
USB stick, your phone or, in some cases, 
even an mp3 player. 

Connectivity among gadgets was devel- 
‘oped so you can synch things like address 
books, calendars, pictures and even music 
playlists. But you can also use it to store 
documents and other important stuff. With 
even low-end phones allowing up to 10mb 
storage these days, it shouldn't be a prob- 
lem to store Word documents, which are 
usually less than a megabyte in size, 


Useitto the max 

Now that you've bought your gadget, use 
it to its maximum. Maximize your caller 
groups. Create cool ringtones from „wav 
files of movies or music that you like. Learn. 
how to make custom wallpapers to make 
your phone distinct from the rest. Google 
up on the vCalendar (мса) file format and 
comma separated values (.csv) format to 
learn how to transfer information among 
your desktop computer, laptop, cellphone 


tayed up all night studying and 
you can barely keep your eyes 
=, open the next day, there's a 
ibe temporary solution to that 
ка: ie roblem. studies have 
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make the ringing stop. 


Оп getting enough sleep: 
© Construct a timetable. Two words 
time management. Buy or print out a daily 
planner in which you can organize the 
things you need to do for the week. Sticking 
toa schedule will help you avoid doing last- 
minute homework in the middle of the 
night, and it will also help you evaluate 
your time for work and sleep. If you can, al- 
lot more than enough time for your studies 
(Say, an extra hour or two) so that if you fin- 
ish early you'll be rewarded with more time 

torest. 

© Take a power nap. If you 
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shown that even five-minute 
naps сап significantly 
recharge your brain and 
help it retain new informa- 
tion. 
© Make use of your break 
time. My friends often com- 
plain that, despite the merciless 
pile of homework, they fall asleep 
the minute they get home. One solution 
is to start doing your homework during ге- 
cess, lunch or in between classes. You can 
also stay after school and go to the library 
зо you can finish everything. That way, 
you'll have nothing else to do at home but 
Test. 


and web-based calendar, or e-mail services 
like Yahoo or Gmail. If you can connect and 
update it via the Internet, by all means, go 
ahead. 

These things are no longer the realm of 
geeks. Rather, these are ways to express 
and organize yourself, akin to adding 
markers to your notebooks or using multi- 
color pens for your notes. Tinkering with 
them will also make you more comfortable 
with technology, thus preparing you for 
jobs that involve such things in the future. 
But don’t think of it that way Just have fun. 


Buy only what you need 

Ifyour funds can only buya certain mod- 
el, then this piece of advice won't apply to 
you. However, even if you can afford the 
top-of-the-line piece, make an effort to buy 
only what is important to you, and no 
more. 

Why? Manufacturers are aware of the 
many different target markets for their 
products, and spend millions researching 
оп how to make the exact perfect product. 
for them. This is why, in a recent launch 1 
attended for a major cell phone brand, the 
products they were hawking didn't neces- 
sarily have the latest and greatest features 
on them. In fact, some of them were rather 
simple by most standards. 

The reason? Their marketing studies 
showed that a great segment of people who 
bought phones just because “they were the 
latest" didn’t use and therefore didn't ap- 
preciate these high-end features, anyway. 

‘They did study after study to figure out 
exactly what students, for example—an 


Some handy tips 

on how to strike 

a healthy balance 
between school, 
sleep and everything 
else in between 


Оп staying up late 
(and staying healthy): 

* Go for no-comfort zones. If you pre- 
fer studying at home, do it on your desk or 
somewhere that doesn’t promote relaxation 
ог distraction. That means your bed, cushy 
sofas and the TV room are off-limits. You 
can allow yourself some nice, classical 
background music to warm up your brain. 
‘The discomfort can be a little irritating, but 
keep in mind that the less comfortable you 
are, the faster you'll want to finish your 
work, and the sooner you can get some 
shuteye 

* Don’t overdo the energy drinks. And 
yes, that includes anything with caffeine in 

No amount of energy drinks can give you. 
the same boost as adequate sleep can. But if 
you really need to pull an all-nighter, don't 
drink more than the recommended intake, 
or else you'll feel too jittery to focus on your 
homework. Chances are, you'll also be 
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important demographic—use and appreci- 
ate in their daily lives. This means that 
somewhere in a manufacturer's lineup is a 
phone built almost exactly for you, and їп 
all likelihood, something you would enjoy 
better than if you had bought the highest 
available model. 

Remember, it's not the features that 
count, but how the gadget was designed 
with you in mind. 


Share what you know 

Ultimately, we all share the blame when- 
ever a certain make or model turns out to 
be a dud. Gadgets that hang or have crash- 
ing operating systems, slow response times 
or faulty workmanship are all things we 
could avoid if only the people who knew 
about them told everyone else. 

So if you're unlucky enough to end up 
witli dne of these, tell anyone who cares to 


sporting a "dilat-kwago" look the following 
morning, 

Sleep late, pay off later. An article for 
the Kansas State University website says 
staying up late to study wouldn't hurt, just 
as long as you make up for the lack of sleep 
soon. But don't make a habit of it, as erratic 
sleeping patterns can wreak havoc on your 
body clock if you're not careful. Use your 
free time to take naps, or sleep for as long as 
you need to during weekends. But. 

ө ...Don'toversleep. Students who are 
badly in need of rest tend to sleep the week- 
ends away, thinking they're making up for 
lost time. While that may be true, too much 
sleep can actually make you sluggish and 
even give you the occasional headache. 
Wake up а bit earlier than your usual 
lunchtime wake-up call, and if you still feel 
drowsy, take a quick afternoon nap. 


On dealing with sleeping problems: 
imit your caffeine intake. If you just 
need a quick energy boost during the day 
but want to sleep early, make sure to avoid 
drinking anything with caffeine hours be- 
fore bedtime. According to an article from 
the University of lowa website, caffeine 
achieves its maximum effect two hours af- 
ter ingestion, so if you plan to sleep at 9 
p-m., make sure you haven't drunk coffee, 
tea ог soda well before 7 p.m. If you have, 
drink lots of water to flush the caffeine out 
of your system. 
‘© Don't treat alcohol as a sleep-induc- 
ег. Although alcoholic beverages are known 
to cause drowsiness, they can't guarantee а 


know. And if you happen to own a gem, be 
just as forthcoming as well. Participate in 
Internet forums, complain or give praise to 
the manufacturer, give your friends and rel- 
atives advice. Save people from the hassle 
of buying a lemon, and promote the ones 
that have served you well. 

This will also help you become a more 
discriminating buyer, as you learn which 
features you appreciate most and least—an 
important characteristic in buying or sell- 
ing anything. If more people did this, it will 
also send the message that the Philippine. 
market doesn't just buy the latest new 
thing, but demands quality as well. 


Love those laptops 

‘Two things to remember about laptops: 
Firs, size and weight are king. So make 
sure your laptop doesn’t weigh like the dic- 
tionary in the school library. 

The standard weight for most notebooks. 
is 2.2 kg, while anything between 1.8-1.5 
kg is acceptably light. Anything lighter is 
probably going to cost twice as much. 

However, a reduction in weight general- 
ly meansa loss of some features. Therefore, 
don't expect laptops to have the same con- 
nectivity and overall ease of use as a desk- 
top PC. 

Desktop PCs are designed to have every- 
thing we would ever need for computing in 
every area, such as connectivity, a large 
screen, ability to read CDs and DVDs, easy 
1o use keyboard and mouse, ett. All these 
become options when buying a notebook. 
Thus, it's a good idea to decide which fea- 
{ures are more important, and which ones 
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good night's sleep. It can upset your nc: sna 
sleep cycle and cause you to sleep fittull 
making you feel exhausted the mornin at 
ter. 

е De-stress. As the saying goes, the 
chill pill (but don't take the "pill" part «1i 
ously). If you want to splurge, invest ' 
few aromatherapy essentials such as-s ent 
ed candles and oils, pillow sprays-anc! hy 
like. Pampering yourself with a nice, i 
massage or a health-spa spree is also gie 1 
you need a complete physical and menta 
overhaul. 

On the other hand; you dont hass и 
spend for anything ro get yourself t» un 
wind. Listen to chill-out music or even ius 
the sound of your own breathing. Do чит 
simple breathing exercises (or just (4м 
slow, steady breaths for five to 10 minutes) 


They are tools that are supposed to help you achieve 
your work or do your studies faster and easier 


you can live without, 


Work "ет tools 

Gadgets are tools that are suppose + 
help you achieve your work or do у 
studies faster and easier Anything: 
doesn't serve that purpose is either not 
ing its job well, oris not being used corre 1 
ly. So if you catch yourself tinkering wit» i 
more than healthy interest would allow. 
time to adjust. 

Consider the other tools we usezin +t 
lives, such as notebooks (you know, ' 
ones with paper and Jolina on the cot 
and the wall calendar. While we take tl» +» 
for granted, they essentially serve the." 
purpose as gadgets. Their purpose is 1 » 
same: to provide us with information t.t 
help us do things faster and easier 

Thinking of gadgets as mere tools, |!» 
lieve, will help us mature as gadget buj 
These things are no longer special. La 
PCs for example, have been around 
more than a decade. It’s time we put mi 
facturers to task, and force them to de + 
оп the “increased productivity” and 
time for ourselves" promises mentione 
their brochures. 

Instead, we spend just as many if i 
more hours tinkering, fixing, and upg:.»! 
ing them, not to mention working our i 
off to afford them as well. 

Consider gadgets by how much less ч 
they make you do and how much time 
give you for other things. If we buy - н 
with this in mind, manufacrurers.will d 
op stuff that would truly be useful tous чаї 
пог just flashy accessories for our busy | 
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т yourself with these survival tips from people who sailed through 
years in school and are now conquering the real world 


mocha. Not everything that your teachers 
say is wrong or right. It's up to you to filter 
and listen."—Rico Robles a.k.a The Truth 
Behind The Booth, 20-something, s 
vant/celebrity  DJ/entertainer/regis- 
tered nurse 

*Persevere. School work, like life, is not 
all smooth-sailing. There will be discour- 
agements encountered along the way. Fo- 
cus on your goal and never give up... I wish. 
T knew that I could slack off and not take 
things too seriously. In any case, I knew 


that school would prepare me to reach my 


goal in life. I also knew that I would also 
leam а lot of things 
school.—Ruby Gan, entrepreneur 
"I wish I knew how to pass Physics. But 
it's not all about the grades. Enjoy school 
and learn more about 


yourself. Get ready 


for life."—Ayee, 25, 

senior 

manager 
“t's been 


the reality that is life. 


After working for al- 

most a decade and 

even throughout col- 

lege, I find myself 

onging to go back to 

f^ school to take up all 

the things that inter- 

est me. Lurge those who are still in school 
to enjoy and make the most of every mo- 
ment. Take in every experience and ex- 
plore your every interest because it will 


Give yourself a mini-massage; gently but 
firmly rub your facial, neck and shoulder 
muscles in a circular motion while breath- 
ing deeply. Even your normal everyday rou- 
tine such as drinking warm milk helps. Milk 
contains certain enzymes that will make 
you feel drowsy. 

‘© Don't self-medicate. After burning 
the midnight oil for months, some students 
find themselves unable to sleep properly 
during weekends or holidays, so they turn. 
to over-the-counter medication to help 
them sleep. However, self-medication is 
dangerous and can often lead to nasty 
habits. If your sleeping problem persists, 
see а doctor about it. 


E-mail the author at aoshi_no_miko@ 
atenista.net 


Road safety 


From page C4 


For drivers: 

ө First and most important to keep in 
mind when driving, is that we are also re- 
sponsible of our passengers, other motorists 
and the pedestrians. 

© Buckle up. It's the first thing to do once 
inside the vehicle, even for short-distance 
trips. 

‘Always practice road courtesy and dis- 
cipline by following traffic signs, obeying 
traffic rules, using signal lights properly 
and observing speed limits, 

Take caution at intersections, a danger 
zone. Intersections can be risky because 
there are a lot of distractions like turning 
cars, pedestrians and red-light runners. 

є Keep your eyes on the road and your 
hands on the steering wheel. Using a cell 
phone or reading a map will distract you 
and lead to an accident. 

Drive defensively. There may be erratic 
drivers around you. Let a tailgater pass 
you. 

© Never drink and drive. Drunk driving 
has caused countless road accidents. 

‘Don't drive sleep-deprived. Sleep is not 
a matter of willpower, but a biological need. 

If you become drowsy, pull off the road and 
get some rest 

‘© Know and understand the safety fea- 
tures of your vehicle. Read the manual, it 
explains how the safety features function. 

‘© Always leave extra space between your 
car and the car in front of you, especially 

when the road is wet, During a stormy 
weather it maybe best not to drive and to 
just stay in doors, 

' Do not to let peer pressure influence 
safe driving habits. 


outside of 


operations 


eight 
years since 1 graduat- 
ed and the one thing I 
wish I knew then is 
how much fun school 
really is compared to 


never be the same once you graduate. 
Those exams aren't as bad as budget pro- 
jections and bottom-line deliverables.” 
— Tina Tinio, 32, business unit manager, 
Shu Uemura and Kiehl's 


friends. Be open-mind- 
ed, explore, try different 
things."—Laine San- 
tana, HSBC vice presi- 
dent of public affairs 

“To those in grade 
school—don't take PE and 
other outdoor activities 
for granted, you'll miss 
them more and more 
as time passes. To 
those in high 
school—remember 
your Physics, it may 
seem useless to many 
but many things can be explained later on 
with simple physics. For those in col- 
lege—a diploma does matter, don’t over- 
look its clout with the people that make 
the decisions. Also, don't take your teach- 
ers for granted, they have a lot of knowl- 
edge that they are willing to share with 
you though they don't really need to. They 
are your confidant, your connections and 
your friends." —Jose Guerrero, 23, DJ at 
Monster Radio RX93.1 

“Balance is key. Study hard, strive to do 
well especially in your majors, but always, 
always make time for friends, family, and 
your own personal interests. Sometimes, 


had to take, with a difficult teacher no less, 1 
thought of empathizing with my teacher so 1 
could better understand her. 1 closed my eyes, 
relaxed and tried to see the world through her 
eyes. I got a momentary headache because of 
it, but it worked nonetheless, because ever 
since then, I knew what questions she was go- 
ing to ask in an exam, because I knew the way 
her mind works. That is why in listening, em- 
pathy is key. 


Help sincerely 

Another way you can show that you are 
present and aware inside the classroom, is by 
showing sincere concer. Try to be helpful 
when your teacher needs aid with the techni- 
cal stuff. Offer to clean the blackboard, smile 
often and show you are listening with a recep- 
tive posture. This memory will certainly be 
evoked when your teacher is deciding 
whether to pass or fail you, or whether to give 
you that excellent grade or just the next best 
ing. Being helpful, however, only works if 
you are sincere about it 


Get real 

This is also good advice for when your 
teacher asks you to do a paper that introduces 
yourself, or serves as a diagnostic paper. In an 
effort to show you are intelligent, do not pre- 
sent yourself as а pompous know-it-all. Do 
not brag about all your previous accomplish- 
ments, which prestigious high school you 
were from and what you are capable of. Be 
original. Find a way of bringing up your 
achievements without seeming arrogant 
about it. Show others positive feedback of 
you. Be honest with your flaws and quirks, as 
well as your misgivings about the course. 
Phrase it with tact and always end with your 
willingness to do better and see these things 
аз opportunities for growth. Show how your 
humility goes a long way. 


Learn How to Become a 
Nurse or 

Physical Therapist 
in the United States. 

(FREE U.S. Immigration Workshop) | 
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the lessons you learn outside the class- 
room are just as important as those you 
learn inside. I wish I knew that I could ас- 
tually make a decent career out of writing 


(and oe | 
j 


should have just 
pursued my passion for 
journalism and fashion in 
the first place, because this 
is where I ended up any- 
way!"—Pierra Labrador, 
editor in chief and chief 
window-shopper for Meg 
magazine 
“I didn't know in 
school that | would 
forget every single 
formula and theory 1 
was taught. What I do 
remember are the values 
I saw and emulated, the friends I made, 
and the teachers who went beyond the call 
of duty to inspire me. The skills I'm still us- 
ing now are my ability to communicate 
and convince, my skill in working with 
and assembling groups and, most impor- 
tantly, my discipline to persevere when the 
going gets tough. My tip is to treat all peo- 
ple well always, because you never know 
who among your classmates will succeed. 
If you were mean, trust that they will re- 
member it. And if you were kind, they'll re- 
turn the favor."—Lex Ledesma, en- 
trepreneur and entrepreneurship edu- 
cator 
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Laugh along 

Laugh at the teacher's jokes. Laughing 
shows a connection with her, it is often diffi- 
cult to force or contrive. It is also a good tip to 
sit in front or in the teacher's line of view. In 
choosing where to sit, associate yourself with 
the right kind of people as well (the ones who 
can actually have something to offer and 
teach you, and the ones you don’t mind being 
likened to), but show how you are also willing 
tohelp classmates in need, too. 


lam A-worthy 

When your teacher asks what your expec- 
tations are for the course, do not hesitate to 
admit that you want an A for it, if what is real- 
ly what you desire. As a teacher, 1 actually 
come to the class believing that every student 
deserves an A until proven otherwise. More 
often that not, this will alert your teacher to 
how to guide you to your desired goal. 

Work with the goal in mind. Picture your- 
self at the end of the course, having achieved 
and excellent job for the task given, and an 
excellent grade to go with it. Ask yourself 
what it takes to fulfill that goal and work 
backwards from there, setting your own goals 
and standards. 


Practice gratitude 

Teaching is reminding people they know just 
as well, and teachers appreciate self-motivated 
students, as their drive and their ambition is 
palpable, not to mention contagious. This 
doesn't mean one should be too grade-con- 
scious and nitpicky. Show that you are in it for 
the real leaming, and not because you are col- 
lecting points for your resumé. Show that you 
are on your own path to self-awareness and 
awareness ofthe greater world around you, and 
that you are grateful to people sent as your 
guides. 
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1HAVE MANY REGRETS FROM MY SCHOOL 
days: having crammed too much, not having 
bonded with people, not building friendships 
with professors... the list goes on. 

"The worst thing about strolling down this 
particular street on memory lane is remem- 
bering how harassed I looked. If there was 
‘one thing I didn’t have in my heaving school 
bag, маза kikay kit! 

* Let me list down the real essentials you will 
need to breeze through your schooldays 
beautifully. 

Pressed powder. Pick a compact powder 
with a light consistency but which gives 
‘enough coverage to disguise minor blemishes 
and undereye circles. One that does the job is 
‘Neutrogena Fine Fairness Face Powder. It ab- 
sorbs shine and goes on even, and із packed 
-with skin-friendly Vitamin C and SPF 15. 

Blush. Choose a liquid, gel or cream formu- 
la in peach or pink tones. These also have the 
longest staying power, taking you from your 
first class to dismissal time without fussy 
touch-ups. I found a reasonably priced alter- 
native to more expensive blushes in In-2-It 
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Gel Blush. It lends a rosy pink flush to cheeks, 
is non-sticky, and doesn't cause or aggravate 
blemishes. 

Lip Balm. Tote a pot of Lip Balm for a few 
discreet swipes through the day. 1 keep one 
Ballmania Lip Balm (in trippy basketball 
packaging!) and Godiva Lightening Lip Gloss. 
The former is just the sweetest-tasting lip 
product in the market today, and the latter re- 
ally lives up to its promise to keep lips soft, 
smooth and rosy. 


Lash curler, mascara, eye drops. These 
three will give you a bright-eyed look: prep 
your eyes with eye drops like Visine Refresh to 
get rid of any redness, and to relieve eye- 
strain, too. Curl your lashes, then apply а coat 
of lash tint like Pout Wet Lash Mascara. This 
fresh new mascara formulation doesn't run or 
lump, so there's no need to worry about 
‘smudges even in the middle of the most hectic 
school day. 

Hair product. Even when there's no time to 
whip up а blow dryer and hair iron, you can 
prep your locks with the right styling product. 
"The easiest hair fixer-upper is a stick wax. It 
‘works on curly, straight, fine, coarse and un- 
manageable hair types. Bench Fix Stick Up wax 
is a good, inexpensive pick. For longer hair 
that’s relatively easy to style, choose a light 
shine spray or serum that will keep flyaways at 
bay while boosting shine. Loreal Professionel 
Lumioil has three formulations. Just find the 
consistency that's best for your hair type. 


Email the author at lora gaholQya- 
hoo.com. 
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WINNERS! 


1 y! ‘Meet and greet your 
pu, favorite celebrities 
this June. 


Visit any of our branches for complete details. 
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By the Ford Road Safety Youth Council 


VERY 18 SECONDS SOME- 

one is involved in an auto ac- 

cident; every 11 minutes 
someone dies. Scary as it may be, it 
has to be said. It’s our job to inform 
our peers of the importance of road 
safety. 

‘As members of the Ford Road Safety 
Youth Council, we make it a point to “use 
peer pressure in a positive way.” We try 10 
tell our fellow students, family and neigh 
bors that road safety is very important and 
that it is very dangerous to be reckless. 

When you're on the road, you have to 
take into consideration that it's not just your 
life you're dealing with, but the lives of your 
family, and the lives of somebody else's fam. 
ily. Road safety isn’t just for drivers; it's tor 
passengers and pedestrians. 

Here are some street-smart strategies ev 
егу driver and pedestrian, especially stu. 
dents, should keep in mind. 

For pedestrians: 

e Use overpasses and pedestrian lanes 
when crossing the street. Taking the effort 
touse them will save you from grief. 

e Walk on the sidewalk at all times, kecp- 
ing in mind that the road is for vehicles, not 
for people. 

‘© Ве mindful of the vehicles coming your 
way. 

Trivial as it may sound, "Stop, Look 
and Listen” works. 

For commuter: 

ө Get on and off the bus or jeepneys only 
at full stop and at designated stops. 

• Avoid making unnecessary movements 
and noise that can distract the driver. 

© Do not extend any part of your body 
outside the vehicle. 

For passenger: 

‘© Wear your seatbelt at all times, inclu 
ing those seated at the back. Airbags are on- 
lysupplemental to seatbelts, 

‘Never overload the vehicle. The num- 
ber of seatbelts in the vehicle should deter 
mine the number of passengers. 
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Join the ride 


COMPOSED OF 15 CORE STUDENTS 
from the Ateneo de Manila University 
De La Salle University, UP Diliman, Ui 
Los Baños, Asia Pacific College, Philip 
pine School of Business Administration, 
and Thames, The Ford Road Safer. 
Youth Council is Ford Group Philippines 
answer to the growth of the number ot 
road accidents involving young drivers 
because of alcohol and aggressiveness. 

“We would like to reach out to mot 
young people, who are considered as t 
day's and the future's drivers. Ford by 
lieves that the best way to communicate 
with them is through programs that thes 
can easily identify with and are initiatev! 
by their peers. We laud the members vt 
the Ford Road Safety Youth Council lv 
taking on the challenging task of beini 
role models and practitioners of rod 
safety,” said Henry Co, president of Fo: 
Group Philippines. 

If you want to become part of T! 
Ford Road Safety Youth Council, c» 
6352587 or 0917-8918229. Look ^ 
Hans Chua, Road Safety Youth Coun: 
director for membership. 
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